
Saint Thomas Aquinas Social Justice Committee 
Meeting Notes, March 1, 2022  6:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
 
Present: Chris Rehmann, Chuck Glatz, Francis Todey, Marianne Todey, Felicity Douglas, Dave 
Dirks, Mary Ellen Wishart, Paula Friedrich 
Action Items Highlighted 
 
Opening Prayer: Chris 
 
Minutes of February 1:  Approved 
 
Business 
 
Stewardship of the Environment Topics: 
 
Follow-up Discussion with Finance Council – Brad Powers has not been able to meet with Dave 
since they have both been out of town.  They plan to meet next week to discuss whether the 
Finance Council should consider a more detailed plan to reduce emissions from our buildings. 
 
Care for Creation Efforts – Chuck reported that he had received an email from Fr. Kyle pointing 
out three areas of focus as we consider reducing our carbon footprint.  These areas are: 
 

1. Continued emphasis on purchasing solar credits from the City of Ames Solar Farm. 
2. Study and discussion of the encyclical Laudato Si’. 
3. Emphasis on conservation in parish planning.  This would include building upgrades 

such as an efficient boiler and installing more efficient windows. 
 
Chuck also shared information on the meeting with St. Cecilia Church members to discuss how a 
“Care for Creation” committee could be formed between the two churches.  Fr. Don’s vision is to 
form a committee that could focus on the three areas of education, advocacy, and direct action.  
The initial steps will be to develop vision/mission statements and select an existing organization, 
such as Catholic Climate Covenant, that can provide resources to use in developing this 
committee.  Buy in will be sought from both Pastoral Councils, followed by a kick-off effort to 
recruit members for the committee.  This will likely take place in late summer or early autumn. 
 
Solar Project – Chuck reported that the 2 for 1 challenge for purchasing additional solar power 
packs had been sent to STA students.  There has been limited response at this time.  Mary Ellen 
noted that she is having difficulty finding the information that is being sent to students.  Having 
this information might help coordinate efforts between our committee and student social justice 
efforts. 
 
Story County Immigrant and Refugee Award: 
 
On January 20, the City of Ames Human Relations Commission announced that the 2022 
Humanitarian Award was awarded to the COVID-19 Emergency Fund for Story County 



Immigrants.  While this was a multi-church effort, St. Thomas members were very involved in 
this effort.  A picture of the award was placed in the bulletin.  Chuck suggested that it may be 
possible to have a ministry spotlight on the Social Justice Committee, where the award could be 
displayed on the ministry spotlight table after mass that weekend. 
 
STA Visioning Recommendations Follow-Up: 
 
Laudato Si’ Study Group – Plans for this study group have been finalized.  The group will meet 
by Zoom from 7 – 8 PM on Monday, March 7 thru April 11.  The response to bulletin 
announcements and small group sign-up has been low, but currently approximately six people 
have shown interest in taking part in the discussion.  Discussion information and Zoom meeting 
information will be sent out later this week.  If we plan to offer a similar discussion group in the 
future, better advertising and recruiting will be needed. 
 
Social Justice Speakers – No specific report.  However, during the discussion, it was noted that 
Nora Tobin, the Executive Director of Self Help International would be a very good speaker. 
 
Catholic Social Teaching Information – Mary Ellen has been helping Marianne develop ideas 
and text for bulletin pieces.  The challenging question to ask is “Why does Catholic Social 
Teaching matter?”  Chuck suggested using the term “The Call of the Gospel” as a way to attract 
interest.  Marianne will work with Michael Steimel to further develop bulletin articles. 
 
Bulletin Profiles of “Faith Beyond Our Church Walls” – Mary Ellen has completed her series 
profiling STA members and how they live their faith.  All agreed the articles were well done.  
Thank you, Mary Ellen. 
 
AMOS Core Team – Mary Ellen suggested that we need to increase the size of the core team in 
order to justify remaining a part of AMOS.  She has the names of two people who have shown 
interest, so she is sending information to them.  If there are others who are interested, contact 
Mary Ellen or Chris. 
 
Social Justice Grant Planning: 
 
Updates to the grant application have been completed and the information is on the website.  
Announcements have been placed in the bulletin, and it was suggested that additional 
announcements should be placed before the applications are due. 
 
Social Justice Budget: 
 
Chris met with John Moore to discuss the Social Justice budget for the next fiscal year.  This is 
the first step in the review, but no concerns were noted. 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday Afternoon Stations of the Cross: 
 
Chris received a note from Fr. Kyle requesting groups to lead Stations of the Cross on Fridays 
during Lent.  Bob Horton is helping coordinate the groups.  The question was raised whether 
alternative prayer formats could be used for the Stations.  Chris will check if there is any 
flexibility in the prayers that are used. 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
April 5, 2022, 6 p.m. by Zoom    
  
Respectfully submitted by Francis Todey. 
 
Minutes approved April 5, 2022 


