
 

 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Social Justice Committee 
Meeting Notes, January 3, 2023  6:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
 
Present: Chris Rehmann, Francis Todey, Marianne Todey, Chuck Glatz, Ann Gansemer-Topf, 
Felicity Douglas, Paula Friedrich 
Action Items Highlighted 
 
Opening Prayer: Provided by Chris. 
 
Minutes of December 6:  Approved with corrections related to discussions with the Student 
Service and Justice Team related to viewing “The Letter.” 
 
Business 
 
Social Justice Speaking Events: 
After the December meeting, Chuck spoke with Theresa Crawford from the Student Service and 
Justice Team, and they agreed on two topics for presentation in the Spring Semester.  They are: 

• A viewing of “The Letter,” a video on care for creation from the Vatican.  The St. 
Thomas Aquinas and St. Cecilia Joint Creation Care Team will be presenting the video 
on Friday, February 10.  Members of both parishes, as well as Sts. Peter and Paul Parish 
will be invited to the viewing. 

• A presentation from Self Help International, an Iowa based organization whose mission 
is to alleviate hunger by helping people help themselves.  This organization works in 
Ghana in West Africa and Nicaragua in Central America.  Chuck has contacted Nora 
Tobin, Executive Director of Self Help International, and she can make a presentation. 
He will work with her to find out when she may be available and what topics she could 
speak on.  Theresa Crawford will also be included in these discussions to help determine 
the best date and location for the presentation. 

 
Review of Other Discussion Items: 

• Racism Discussion:  The group discussed options for discussing racism in the Catholic 
Church, and studying the USCCB document on the subject called “Open Wide our 
Hearts.”  Ann pointed out that one of the Pastoral Council goals was to leverage lectures 
on the ISU campus as an opportunity develop follow-up discussions at STA.  Chris 
noted that Bree Newsom will be delivering the Martin Luther King Jr. Keynote address 
on January 30, and this would be a good opportunity for STA to hold a follow-up 
discussion.  It was decided we should move forward with this idea.  Chuck will discuss 
this idea with Theresa Crawford to gage support from the students.  Ann offered to 
facilitate the discussion that evening.  Time is short, so we will need to finalize plans 
quickly.  The plan to hold a study group discuss the USCCB document during Lent is 
still being developed. 

• Social Justice Grant Forms:  There is agreement that completing the Social Justice Grant 
application forms last year was difficult.  The group discussed various methods that 
could be used to improve the forms, but there was no definite answer of what will work 
best.  Chris volunteered to review the form to look for ways to improve it. 



 

 

• Love Your Neighbor:  There was no report on Love Your Neighbor, but the group is 
concerned about the balance of the LYN fund.  Before Christmas the number of 
interviews was limited to two per week and fund balance has been dropping in recent 
months.  Chris said he will talk to Jean Dirks to check the status of available funds.  We 
discussed possible ways to encourage donations since STA has dropped the use of 
collection envelopes.  One suggestion was there could be more bulletin announcements 
about Love Your Neighbor, and a link to on-line giving could be included with the 
announcement.  Chuck noted that the STA Website has the “On Line Giving” link with 
Love Your Neighbor as one of the options listed. 

 
Other Business: 
Chris asked if there are other areas that may need our focus.  Then he asked if we should 
consider trying to restart Sunday Morning Seminars.  He suggested that Courtney Dufford from 
AMOS would be a good speaker for a seminar.  That is a future topic to consider. 
 
Next Meeting: 
February 7, 2023,  6 p.m. by Zoom    
  
Respectfully submitted by Francis Todey. 
 
Minutes approved 2/7/23 
 


