
 

 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Social Justice Committee 
Meeting Notes, February 7, 2023  6:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
 
Present: Chris Rehmann, Francis Todey, Marianne Todey, Chuck Glatz, Felicity Douglas, Paula 
Friedrich, Daniel Attinger 
Action Items Highlighted 
 
Opening Prayer: Provided by Chris. 
 
Minutes of January 3:  Approved 
 
Business 
 
Social Justice/Student Service and Justice Team Events: 
 

• Presentation of “The Letter”:  This video on care for creation from the Vatican will be 
shown on Friday by the STA and St. Cecilia Joint Creation Care Team.  Members of 
both parishes, as well as Sts. Peter and Paul Parish are invited to the viewing.  (At the 
time of this meeting 12 to 15 people had committed to attending.  The actual attendance 
was 47.) 

• Self Help International Talk:  Nora Tobin, Executive Director of Self Help International 
will speak at a Come Awake event on Tuesday, April 25.  Nora sent the following note 
outlining her ideas related to the presentation.  Emily Klaus and others involved in the 
planning are in agreement with her thoughts. 

 
“The theme of the beatitudes generally works great and in particular "blessed are 
they that hunger and thirst for justice" ties in with our mission overall. I can talk 
about how SHI's work fits within a social justice framework and Catholic social 
teaching. Tuesday evening, April 25 works for me. I look forward to learning 
more about the format of Come Awake sessions / presentation style / timeline 
expectations / target audience. I'm happy to speak with or without a visual aid, 
but it's usually more engaging to be able to have a visual aid.” 

 
Bree Newsome Talk & USCCB Pastoral Letter Discussion in Lent: 
 
On January 30, Bree Newsome delivered the Martin Luther King Jr. Keynote address at the 
Memorial Union.  After the address STA members were invited to attend a follow up discussion.  
Fourteen people attended the follow up meeting.  Ann Gansemer-Topf facilitated this gathering, 
and her questions resulted in a very good discussion. 
 
Based on input at the above-mentioned discussion, Francis is developing plans for a Lenten 
study of the Pastoral Letter from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops titled “Open 
Wide Our Hearts.”  This document discusses racism in society and Church history.  The study 
group will meet at STA on Monday, February 27, and March 6, 20 and 27 at 7:00 PM.  Along 



 

 

with studying the Pastoral Letter, writings from other church leaders will be included in the 
discussion. 
 
Communities of Salt and Light: 
 
In a recent homily, Fr. Kyle discussed being Communities of Salt and Light as described in the 
gospel of Matthew.  Chuck feels it is important to give examples where individuals in our church 
are people of salt and light.  This could be done by bulletin announcements highlighting local 
organizations.  It is felt the examples should focus more on volunteer opportunities and less on 
monetary donations.  Chuck asks that we all send him information on organizations we are 
involved with, including links to websites.  It was suggested that we might consider some of the 
organizations we support with Social Justice Grants or MICA.  Email any ideas you have to 
Chuck. 
 
AMOS Activities: 
 
Chris discussed the AMOS Coordinating Convention where proposed research agenda items 
were presented for discussion.  The most relevant topics for Ames are Project Iowa (workforce 
development in Story County) and climate change issues.  Other items are Polk County mental 
health workforce, community land trust in Des Moines, and the Des Moines Let’s Talk Program.  
Proposals will be developed for the suggested topics and will be voted upon.  Another relevant 
topic is how AMOS can expand its influence beyond Polk and Story County, and what that 
might look like. 
 
The Delegate Assembly will be Sunday, February 19 from 3:00 to 4:30 in Des Moines at the 
First United Methodist Church, 1001 Pleasant Street. 
 
Youth Ministry Trip: 
 
Kayla Greiner, Youth Minister, contacted Chris requesting funds to support a service trip to 
Louisville, Kentucky with the Catholic Heart Workcamp.  After discussion about how to use the 
Social Justice, it was decided this would not be an appropriate use of the funds.  The group was 
unclear on the funding level of the Social Justice budget.  Chris will check into this. 
 
Energy Conservation Funding: 
 
The question was raised about whether the Pastoral Council has commented on the $14,000 
match for energy conservation projects in the coming year.  No comment has been made on this, 
so Chris will follow up. 
 
Next Meeting: 
March 6, 2023,  6 p.m. by Zoom 
  
Respectfully submitted by Francis Todey. 
 
Approved: March 7, 2023 



 

 

 


