
 

 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Social Justice Committee 
Meeting Notes, November 1, 2022  6:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
 
Present: Chris Rehmann, Francis Todey, Marianne Todey, Chuck Glatz, Dave Dirks 
Action Items Highlighted 
 
Opening Prayer: Provided by Chris. 
 
Minutes of October 11:  Approved with correction to the date of Project Iowa Training. 
 
Business 
 
Ministry Spotlight Review: 
We followed up with the review of the September 17 & 18 Ministry Spotlight.  Although some 
project suggestions were received from those who showed interest in being involved with the 
Creation Care Team, Francis has sent a second request out to see if anyone would like to provide 
additional comments.  This input will help focus the work of the Creation Care Team. 
 
There was discussion on how to get other groups from STA involved in these activities.  The first 
step may be providing talks and education opportunities related to care for creation.  Chuck 
suggested that he will follow up with Campus Ministry to see what discussion has taken place 
regarding future speakers.  Social justice topics are of particular interest.  He suggested that 
discussion of the writing of Fr. Bryan Massingale would be valuable when discussing racial 
justice or LGBTQ issues in the Catholic Church. 
 
Stewardship of the Environment: 
 
The Letter: Laudato Si’ Movie – This movie discusses Laudato Si’ and the impact of climate 
change on four people.  We are still considering options for ways for a group to view the movie 
and have a follow up discussion.  This could be a combined activity with St. Cecilia Parish 
members. 
 
Coordination with Finance Council and Building and Grounds Committee – After the Social 
Justice Committee voted to support expansion of the options for using funds dedicated for 
purchasing solar power shares, Chris sent an email to the Pastoral Council, Finance Council, and 
Building and Grounds Committee informing them of the vote.  This would allow using the funds 
for the window replacement project being considered.  One set of bids has been received for 
window replacement, but no additional information is available at this time. 
 
Love Your Neighbor Update: 
 
There is no specific update.  As noted last month, the LYN Committee is sending out thank you 
notes to individuals who have contributed to the fund. 
 
 



 

 

AMOS Activities: 
 
AMOS is focusing on two initiatives.  The first is continued work on promoting conversations 
among groups to discuss positive things that are taking place in the community as well as what 
challenges need to be addressed.  The second focus area is fundraising for AMOS. 
 
Chris discussed Project Iowa and the training webinar held on October 27.  The goal of Project 
Iowa is to help unemployed and under employed individuals develop skills to help them find 
more meaningful, higher paying, long term employment.  A cohort for this training will be 
formed in Story County, so a process needs to be developed to find potential candidates.  
Contacts will be made with organizations such as The Bridge Home and Romero House to find 
individuals who might be interested. 
 
USCCB Document on Racism in the Catholic Church: 
 
While the USCCB Document on racism provides good topics for discussion, it is best suited for 
multiple meetings to discuss each chapter.  Francis feels it may be better to hold a single seminar 
or talk to introduce the topic and provide a general overview.  For those interested in additional 
discussion a multi-week seminar would be a follow up event.  It might be best to hold these 
presentations after the first of the year; possibly closer to Lent.  There are many other good 
resources that could be used to add to this discussion.  Francis will continue to work on 
developing plans for presenting this topic. 
 
Next Meeting: 
December 6, 2022,  6 p.m. by Zoom    
  
Respectfully submitted by Francis Todey. 
 
Minutes Approved, December 6, 2022 
 
 


