
 

 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Social Justice Committee 
Meeting Notes, October 11, 2022  6:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
 
Present: Chris Rehmann, Francis Todey, Marianne Todey, Paula Friedrich, Chuck Glatz, Dave 
Dirks, Ann Gansemer-Topf 
Action Items Highlighted 
 
Opening Prayer: Provided by Chris. 
 
Minutes of September 6:  Approved 
 
Business 
 
Ministry Spotlight Review: 
The committee reviewed the ministry spotlight held on the weekend of September 17 & 18, 
which included the Creation Care Team kickoff event.  Seventeen people indicated interest in 
being involved with the Creation Care Team.  To help focus the type of projects the Creation 
Care Team should undertake, Francis sent a note to these individuals to survey their areas of 
interest.  So far, the most interest has centered around education efforts.  The Creation Care 
Team will make the final decisions on projects, but education needs to be a significant and 
ongoing effort.  This is also something that St. Cecilia and St. Thomas can do as a combined 
effort.  Other Creation Care Team efforts include Chuck providing Bobby LeBlanc a series of 
short “Green Tips” that will be placed in the bulletin over the next year.  Initial contacts have 
been made with religious education and campus ministry staff to offer education opportunities to 
children and college students.  Follow-up contact with these groups is necessary to encourage 
participation from younger church members. 
 
Committee Member Picture: 
The STA Stewardship Committee requested a picture showing the members of the Social Justice 
Committee.  Chris took a screen shot of those on the web meeting to provide to the Stewardship 
team. 
 
Stewardship of the Environment Activities: 
 
Season of Creation Service October 2 – Paula attended the service and provided her thoughts on 
the event.  She said she enjoyed the music and estimated 75 to 100 people attended.  There were 
seven speakers from religious, civic, and educational institutions.  The featured speaker, Dr. 
William Gutowski, described social and economic inequities that are caused by changing climate 
throughout the U.S. and the world.  Ten faith communities took part in organizing the event. 
 
The Letter: Laudato Si’ Movie – Last week, Chuck forwarded a link to the movie The Letter, 
asking for suggestions on how it might be used.  Since it is near an hour and 30 minutes long, it 
is a challenge to view the movie and immediately have a group discussion.  The reviews of the 
movie are very good, so this is an excellent education opportunity.  Options for discussing this 
movie, including a joint event with St. Cecilia will be considered. 



 

 

 
Coordination with Finance and Building & Grounds Committee – $14,000 is available in the 
current St. Thomas budget to purchase additional shares of the City of Ames Solar Farm.  After 
the last meeting, this committee voted to support expanding the use of these funds.  This could 
include the installation of more efficient lighting or replacement of windows.  Chris will pass this 
information on to the Building and Grounds Committee.  A bid has been received for replacing 
some windows in the church where two options were presented.  One is to replace complete 
windows at approximately $200,000, and the other was to only replace the glass at 
approximately $45,000.  These two options are being reviewed. 
 
Love Your Neighbor Update: 
Dave provided an update on the Love Your Neighbor program.  During COVID, the need for 
assistance was lower, but in the past four to five months, the need has significantly increased.  
Good Neighbor and Story County Services have tightened their requirements, so approximately 
$13,000 per month is being given out by LYN.  The LYN Committee has a goal of keeping a 
minimum balance of at least three months’ worth of funding, and the current fund balance is near 
that level.  The LYN Committee will be doing bulletin announcements and is considering 
sending out “Thank You” notes to people who have donated to the fund.  They are also 
considering adjusting the number of interviews and the maximum size of grant.  Because fund 
levels can vary from month to month, the Social Justice Committee voted to allow the LYN 
Committee to make adjustments, as needed, to keep the fund balance at the appropriate level. 
 
AMOS Activity at STA: 
Conversation Campaign – Chris noted that Mary Ellen Wishart and he are continuing to promote 
having conversations with STA parishioners to gain insight on the positive and challenging 
things happening in the parish. 
 
Project Iowa Candidates – AMOS has developed a program called Project Iowa that will help 
individuals learn skills to find more meaningful, higher paying employment.  Story County will 
provide $100,000 of ARPA funds that will be used to support training for 30 people.  Training is 
scheduled on October 13 at 11 AM to show how this program will work.  It was suggested that 
Romero House should be notified about this program. 
 
USCCB Document on Racism in the Catholic Church: 
Francis noted that Chuck had sent him information on a book that discusses racism and the 
response of the Church.  This could be another resource to use along with the USCCB document.  
Little additional work on developing this discussion has taken place since last month.   
 
 
Next Meeting: 
November 1, 2022,  6 p.m. by Zoom    
  
Respectfully submitted by Francis Todey. 
 
Minutes Approved, November 1, 2022 
 


