
 

 

Late September 2021 

Dear Story County community: 

Thank you for your support of the Covid-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants since its inception back in 

March 2020. Due to your generosity, we have raised an astonishing $362,138.68 in 18 months. These dollars, the 

volunteerism of our 24-person strong Allocation and Steering committees, and the tireless work of the St. Cecilia 

Business Office, have enabled us to provide 889 rent and utility payments totaling $349,724.20 to 123 unduplicated 

immigrant households. What an accomplishment! 

It is with mixed feelings that we write to share our decision to end the Covid-19 financial assistance component of our 

Story County Immigrant Collaboration, effective December 31, 2021 (or when funds are exhausted). While we know 

the pandemic is not yet over, we have seen decreased donations for some time. To a lesser extent, we also have seen 

some decreases in applications for assistance. Susan Benner - one of our amazing, bilingual caseworkers – shared the 

following:  

As someone who is in direct contact with applicants to our Fund, I have been able to see the progress 

applicants have made as they have been able to get back on their feet and off the Fund, and I don't know that 

that progress has been obvious to those not as closely involved with the day-to-day activities. So, I wanted 

all of us to recognize how incredibly helpful the Fund has been and how hard people have worked to get 

OFF the Fund when they can. Over the course of the past year and a half I have had a case load that totaled 

about 43 households. Of those 43 households, I now have just 16 left on the Fund. 

 
The gratitude of those assisted is great. In fact, we have had numerous households offer to “repay” the community 

through volunteerism, by writing testimonials, and more. Households assisted have shared that the Immigrant Fund’s 

support made it possible to stay housed, to have dollars available to purchase food and medicine, and much more.  

At this time, we are planning for the end of our financial assistance work as follows: 

 Working to ensure each immigrant household we have worked with is connected with longstanding financial 

assistance providers, including through the new “Centralized Intake System” housed at Story County Community 

Services.  

 Collaborating with Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance. We are delighted to share we have reached an 

agreement to ensure that any funds remaining can be earmarked and allocated to immigrant households in 

Story County in 2022, using similar criteria as the Immigrant Fund. 

 Working with United Way of Story County to explore a pilot “interpreter fund” to ensure that immigrant 

households with limited English proficiency can still/more easily access needed emergency services. 

 Reconfiguring our Story County Immigrant Fund into an ongoing Story County Immigrant Collaboration, tasked 

with advocacy. We welcome any/all to join us! Email story.immigrants.fund@gmail.com or 

amundel@uwstory.org . 

Thank you again for your partnership throughout this unexpectedly-long pandemic. Together, we have been able to help 

123 immigrant households remain sheltered.  

With appreciation, 

The Covid-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants 

P.S. Want to help us continue our work until December 2021? Tax-deductible donations are still very much needed and 

can be made to Covid-19 Immigrant Fund, c/o St. Cecilia, 2900 Hoover Avenue, Ames, IA 50010 or via our dedicated 

GoFundMe.  
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