
January 2022

Dear supporters of the Covid-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants:

HAPPY NEW YEAR! We hope 2022 brings you good health and joy.

For us, the new year brings lots of changes. We wanted to catch you up and welcome you to 
continue your support of immigrants and refugees in Story County. Key changes:

1. The Immigrant Fund made its final allocation on December 8, 2021, wrapping up nearly 21 
months of financial assistance. This decision to end our financial assistance was difficult as 
some immigrant households continue to struggle. However, declining donations and the 
original intent (as a short-term, emergency fund) dictated that this occur. We are delighted 
that Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance is carrying the torch forward. Read on for more 
detail.

2. On December 14, the Fund changed its name to the “Story County Immigrant and Refugee 
Collaboration” and adopted a shared vision and mission (see below). Having developed 
strong working relationships through the Fund, we have a great foundation on which to 
build.

We hope that you will consider continuing to support our work in one or more ways: Join our 
collaboration to contribute your ideas, energy, and expertise. (Monthly meetings are currently 
scheduled for the third Tuesday of each month, held from 1:00 – 2:00 pm via Zoom. Email 
amundel@uwstory.org to get added to the email distribution list.) Volunteer with a specific 
project, such as the upcoming, spring series of Women United “Money Management” classes 
in Spanish. Donate resources to Good Neighbor’s new Immigrant Fund to provide designated 
dollars for rent and utility assistance. Share our work – and the needs – with others to further 
grow our community support.

In closing, we thank you for the trust you placed in us and for caring for our neighbors in their 
time of need. We provided 1,028 rent and utility payments totaling $374,235 …. and we shared 
hope. That’s truly amazing and is hopefully just the beginning of what we can do together.

Wishing you all the best for 2022.

The Story County Immigrant and Refugee Collaboration team

EMAIL: story.immigrants.fund@gmail.com     FACEBOOK: @storycountyimmigrants
GENERAL CONTACT FORM FOR REFERRALS: https://tinyurl.com/contactSCIRC

Vision Statement:  We envision a Story County in which immigrants and refugees are 
valued and fully included as a vibrant force in our communities.

Purpose Statement: The Story County Immigrant & Refugee Collaboration brings 
together diverse organizations and individuals. Collectively, we work to ensure 
immigrant and refugee households have access to the services and opportunities 
necessary for full participation in our communities. 
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Participating Organizations:

ACCESS, Ames Interfaith Refugee Alliance (AIRA), Ames Sanctuary Interfaith 
Partners (ASIP), Ames UCC, Bridges International, Collegiate United Methodist and 
Wesley Foundation, County Coordinating Committee, Good Neighbor Emergency 
Assistance, St. Cecilia, St. Thomas Aquinas, and numerous unaffiliated community 
members. Convened by United Way of Story County.

The “Immigrant Fund” at Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance: 

Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance has been not just a “good” but an 
“outstanding” neighbor during the Covid-19 Immigrant Fund’s work. Lori Allen, Good 
Neighbor’s director, helped us think through processes, forms, and more. She also  
collaborated closely to supplement the dollars the Fund could provide to ensure 
immigrant households’ rent and utilities were paid up. 

Now, Good Neighbor has agreed to keep a dedicated Immigrant Fund and provide 
us with reports on their work. We encourage you to continue your financial 
assistance through a donation (qualifies for a tax deduction) to: Good Neighbor, 613 
Clark Avenue, Ames, IA 50010. Online donations are also welcomed at https://gnea.
org/giving/ Please earmark for “GNEA Immigrant Fund.”  (Spanish interpreters are 
available for clients, as well as a language line for assistance in other languages.)

New Projects for 2022 (plus Calls for Your Help!)

Language Interpreters for Emergency Basic Services – The experience of the 
Covid-19 Immigrant Fund was that a number of immigrant households struggled 
to access emergency basic services because of their limited English proficiency 
and/or limited literacy and/or lack of technology access. We are excited that United 
Way of Story County is piloting a language interpreter project, with $2,000 currently 
allocated to contract skilled interpreters. Best of all, 2 of the Immigrant Fund’s own 
trusted, bilingual caseworkers have agreed to serve in this role – helping bridge any 
gaps in services. 

Women United “Money Management” series in Spanish – We have been 
collaborating with Women United and Iowa State Extension and Outreach to plan 
a financial literacy series for Spanish-speaking immigrants. This series will be held 
March 31, April 7, 21, and 28th, 5:30 – 8 pm, in Ames. This will be the first non-English 
session in Story County! Volunteers are needed for childcare and as one-on-one 
mentors (Spanish-speakers, please) after the session is over. A short application and 
orientation session are required for new mentors. Volunteers also may be needed 
to assist with transportation; bilingual skills not needed. Please email us at story.
immigrants.fund@gmail.com OR contact Jerri Baumeister, Women United Director, 
at jbaumeister@uwstory.org /515-268-5142. 

AIRA’s Support of Afghan Arrivals – One of our collaboration participants, Ames 
Interfaith Refugee Alliance, is spearheading the work of welcoming Afghan arrivals 
to Story County. Donations of kitchen, bathroom/personal hygiene, bedroom, and 
infant/toddler items are currently sought. For information on donating, please 
contact Kelli Excell at Kelli@triplettcompanies.com.  To learn of other ways you might 
assist with this effort, please email Diane Birt at dbirt.ames@gmail.com.

Save The Date: 

The annual Ames/Story County Community MLK Day Celebration will take 
place on Monday, January 17, at the Ames Middle School (3915 Mortensen Road). 
Virtual participation options via Facebook and YouTube. 6 pm – Social hour (cake 
served). 6:30 pm – Program. Join the community for a celebration of the life and 
achievements of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and of community service.

Several of the Immigrant Fund 
members visited St. Cecilia on 
December 9 to extend thanks in the 
form of a card, holiday goodies, and 
flowers. The support of St. Cecilia 
parish and its Business Office (Bill 
Klein, Mary Sue Derks, and Melissa 
Kaufman) was critical to the Fund’s 
success.

““My gratitude will 
never equal your good 

heart that helped us 
when we needed it 
the most. You’re our 

angels. Thank you so 
much. We’re grateful 

for you.”

-Story County immigrant

To donate online visit https://gnea.org/giving. 
Please designate “GNEA Immigrant Fund” in the comment section.

https://www.pageturnpro.com/Business-Publications/98225-Business-Record-1-08-21/sdefault.html#page/34

