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Creating a resting place
St. Thomas Aquinas will be the first parish in the Archdiocese of Dubuque to offer a columbarium as a
burial option for those who wish to be cremated. A committee, started by parishioner Shirley Shaw, has worked
for more than two years on the logistics, financing and placement. The Pastoral Council gave permission in 2015,
setting in motion the fundraising plans so the building could begin. The columbarium will be located in the
northwest corner of the prayer garden, which is between the south door of the church and the parking structure.
A computer mock up (right)
shows the final design. The
columbarium will be a simple
granite structure with space for
120 niches. No flags, flowers
or decorations will be allowed
so that the space remains a
meditative garden.
Each niche can hold two
person’s ashes, so there will be
space for up to 240 cremains.
The cost is $1500 whether you
place one or two urns in the
niche. The regulation states:
“This is a subordinate activity
of St. Thomas Aquinas and
will be operated subject to the approval of the Pastor and the Board of Directors of St. Thomas Aquinas Church.
Purchasers may be present or former members of St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Cecilia’s or St. Peter and Paul or family
members.” Many are submitting their checks now to hold their place. Current committee chair, Ray Murray
explained, “Think of this as if you are purchasing your burial plot. At the time of a person’s death and inurment
into the columbarium, there will be approximately $300 - $400 additional expenses for the cost of the urn and
for engraving the person’s name and the dates of his/her birth and death.”
The structure is expected to be completed this summer. If you have additional questions, or would like to
hold a niche, please contact Ray Murray through email: raphaelmurray@me.com.
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Alumni and Friends Update
Oh Baby!

Corey (‘03 ISU grad) and Dana (‘02 ISU grad) Dreckman welcomed
Caroline Marella Dreckman on December 16, 2015. She was welcomed
home by her older sisters, Maddie (8), Giana (6) and Annie (2).
April (2011 Kinesiology) and Ethan (2012
Geology and Agronomy) Dahlhauser welcomed Caroline Marella Dreckman
a baby boy on leap day, February 29, 2016. They
named him Clyde Harrison Dahlhauser.

Clyde Dahlhauser

Marla (2010 Ag Business and Accounting) and
Nathan (‘09 Ag Systems Technology) Meyers
welcomed Eva Marie Meyers on March 6. She
joins big brother Aaron who is two.

Rest in Peace

Eva Marie Meyers

Robert (Bob) Conzemius, parishioner of STA and chemist at Ames Laboratory for over 35 years, died
December 27, 2015 at age 81. He was active in several key ministries, including the Knights of Columbus,
Bereavement and he headed the Coffee Time on Sundays.
William (Bill) Schickell, parishioner of STA who worked with the Atomic Energy Commission at ISU, died
January 14, 2016. He was 77.
Michael Lynch, charter member of of STA, died January 16, 2016 at age 71. He owned Lynch Auction Company,
and was involved in the Knights of Columbus and other organizations.
Larry Curtis, former Mayor of Ames and husband of parishioner Pam Curtis, died January 21, 2016 at the age of
71. Larry taught business at ISU for many years. He earned a bronze star for his service during the Vietnam War.
Gerald (Jerry) Luzum (1961 grad in Electrical Engineering) died January 31, 2016. He served in the Navy for 29
years, attaining the rank of Captain in the Civil Engineer Corps and later worked at the State Unversity of New
York College at Brockport, NY.
Charles Bernard “Charley” Gradoville, a charter member of STA, died March 14, 2016 in Cedar Rapids at age
93. He earned an engineering degree in 1947 from Iowa State, where he also lettered in basketball and played
baseball.
Mike Flynn, parishioner, died March 19, 2016 at age 77. He served in the Army before working as a banker for
37 years, retiring as a vice president. He also served on the pastoral council of STA.
www.staparish.net

December Grad Heads to disney
Kelsey Duff enjoyed part of her ISU adventure
as an intern at Walt Disney World when she was a
sophomore. She graduated in December 2015 and
headed back to Orlando for another management
internship which she hopes will lead to a permanent
position. Kelsey is originally from Altoona, IA
and completed a double major in marketing and
management.
So what do Disney and faith have in common
for her? “Working at Disney you want to make people
happy. Being involved with your faith you realize how
much joy people can bring to each other’s lives.”
Kelsey went on the New Student Retreat when
she was a Freshman and then helped plan the retreat
for the next year. “It was super rewarding and I got to
go on the retreat again.”
She also participated in a small faith sharing
group and was a hospitality peer minister, along with
Kelsey, center, is pictured at Chef Mickey’s with the
serving as a Eucharistic minister. “I didn’t appreciate
Disney characters during her first internship.
my faith until I came to college. Then I’d look around
me and see all these other students who were at church because they wanted to be there and it helped my faith.
The people I met at the New Student Retreat are still my good friends.”

Tent Out for Mass
ISU students occasionally set up tents to get in
line for tickets to basketball games or special events. In
February, a group of STA students decided to make their
own statement with tents.
On a chilly Friday in Lent about 20 STA students
set up tents and spent all of Friday night and most of
Saturday awaiting the 4:45 pm Saturday Mass. They played
games, built a little fire and kept their spirits up through
commoraderie. They wanted folks to see that college
students value the Mass. The event was covered on the Des
Moines Channel Five TVstation. (http://www.weareiowa.
com/news/local-news/iowa-state-students-camp-outahead-of-mass)

Clare Bills to Retire
While I have loved my time as the Coordinator of Ministries and Communications, it is time for me to retire and
pursue life as Nana to six grandchildren. For now, please send updates to Fr. Jon Seda at: frjon@staparish.net.

Easter Vigil - We rejoice with Arjuna Utomo, Tuyen Le, Victoria Whitcomb, Arlen Burroughs, Zhuangji

Wang, Jade Mart, Emily Drusch and Chenyi Luo who were baptized, confirmed and joined us at the
Eucharistic table for the first time at the Easter Vigil. Jade later wrote in her blog: “This day gave me endless hope
and God reminded me of how deeply loved I am. I will live the rest of my life indebted to his grace and trying to
spread the everlasting love he shows us.”

Alumni Update
“Greetings! My name is Jay Archambeau (formerly known as Jerry) from
the class of 1995. I graduated with a major in Graphic Design and I’m grateful to add
that I’m still using my degree to this day. Nowadays, my design efforts are focused on
assisting K-12 students and their teachers in the education markets who use Follett
eReaders in their classrooms.
Recently, my family and I relocated from the Chicago area to Lafayette, IN. My
wife Linda and I have been happily married for 13 years and we stay extremely busy
raising our 6-year old son, Ayden.
While at STA I found myself involved in a ton of activities: Peer Ministry, The
Student Ministry Community, TNLs and just about every other social and spiritual
gathering offered.
STA’s impact on my life as a student was ever-affirming and supportive. The sense of empowerment and
sincere encouragement in faith it served me was second to none. The community of students and staff propelled
me to be who I am today on a multitude of levels. And, I discovered that the STA experience awakened and
reinforced in me a desire to be community service driven. For the past 20 years, I found myself serving as an
adult facilitator with the youth ministry staff from where my faith really took a hold in my life during my days
in high school. How incredibly blessed such a tenure has been for me: To actively give back from where I was
rooted.”
www.staparish.net

Come Awake!
An energetic, multi-layered series of events have been
held to reach more ISU students. Campus Ministry is calling
them Come Awake and they are reaching out to students who
are looking for a dynamic worship and fellowship experience.
Each evening includes worship music with a live band, a
testimony of faith from a current student and then games and
food. Rose Robuccio is shown at right sharing her faith.
Campus Minister Eric Evans has taken the lead in
coordinating the events and says they hope to attract students
who may never have been in a Catholic Church before. “The
idea is to have an outreach focus. This is not a Mass; therefore
it’s easier for those who may not be comfortable coming to a
Catholic Mass. Anyone of any denomination is welcome.”
A team of students work on and advertise each Come
Awake event. They use social media to get the word out, along
with chalking on campus pavements and inviting students in
their classes. They say the most effective method is the personal
invitation from the 45 or so small group leaders.
Eric says they are seeing lots of new faces at the events,
which is what they hoped for. “But it just doesn’t stop here at
STA. I hope that it’s an impetus for our students to really reach
out to others on campus. That it serves the idea of openness to
everybody.”

Icon Cross Commissioned
For years Fr. Jon Seda has said that our altar lacks focus. “When I hold up the sacred body and blood of
Christ, I want worshipers to see more than a priest. They need a visual.” A team of parishioners struggled with
options, but eventually came up with the plan to have a two sided icon cross created and hung above the altar.
Two sided so that those who are sitting on the north and the south sides will see identical images during the
celebration of the Mass.
Two families have come forward to assist with the financial challenge. Phil Baumel and his family have
donated funds for the creation of the crucifix which
will be dedicated in the memory of Phil’s late wife, Rita
Baumel. The family of Leo and Sue Peters have donated
the funding for the development and installation of
the art. “We are extremely grateful to both families
for having the vision and dedication to help with this
important project,” Fr. Jon said.
Enthusiasm is building among parishioners. ISU
Senior Chris Hoffman said he really likes the idea of the
icon and the design. “It will bring us back to the altar - a
good refocuser during Mass.”
Lynette Wheeler, wife and mother of four, said,
“Art can be a great avenue of prayer. This beautiful
crucifix will aid in my contemplation of Our Lord and I
cannot wait!”
The artist who was selected to create (or write)
the icon is Kathy Sievers, a nationally recognized
iconographer from Portland, Oregon. Her studio is
called St. Elizabeth the Wonderworker (http://www.
elizabethwonderworkerstudio.com/home.htm). She
teaches the art of icons and gives lectures on the topic,
in addition to creating works for churches and other
organizations. As part of the process of coming up with
a design for STA, she spent a weekend in Ames listening
to parishioners, studying the space and gathering ideas.
The image shown here is the one that has been approved and will be installed in August 2017. Kathy
wrote, “My vision is for a crucifix that can be seen from a distance that will center the attention of parishioners
upon Christ’s saving death and resurrection and on the Eucharist and will unify the community.”
Kathy explained the design. “This crucifix shows Christ just prior to his death. By his open gaze, we
encounter the mystery of his suffering and saving death. We are also invited into relationship with him, as well
as to contemplate him and what he means to us as the foundation and wellspring of our faith.” The rectangles at
either end of the cross include icons of the Mother of God and St. John. The mountain with the cave and skull are
images at the bottom, with the INRI inscription at the top.
There is much more information available about this project on our website, along with a mockup of
what it will look like after it is installed: http://staparish.net/icon-crucifix.
www.staparish.net

G. K. Chesterton once said, “Let your religion be less of a
theory and more of a love affair.” This quote is behind much of
what you read in this edition of STA in Touch.
Students come to ISU at different stages of faith development. Many of our students are raised Catholic,
but may have never critically thought about it or fully integrated it into their lives. Part of the fun of university
life is to interact with people of different faiths or no faith. It makes for great late night conversations, and
forces students to ask questions that demand that they develop their own answers. This launches a period of
questioning, doubting and struggling. All of us at STA enjoy walking with our students, and hope the Lord uses
us to help them develop a personal adult faith they own. Our clear goal is to develop mature disciples of Jesus
Christ in the Catholic Tradition.
This is why I think our new crucifix project is so important. Pope Benedict XVI said that Catholicism is
not a philosophy or a moral code. To be Catholic is to be in a life-giving and life-changing personal relationship
with a person, Jesus Christ. For visual people like me, our highly anticipated crucifix helps us do this, not just
during the Sacrifice of the Mass, but also while people sit alone in prayer in our church day and night.
This is why it is great to see another large, energetic group of students go on our Antioch retreat this
semester. Friendships begin on Antioch that last long beyond the retreat, some even end up in marriages.
This is why we rejoice in the eight young people baptized at our awesome Easter vigil. They come from
China, Vietnam, and the U.S. and enrich our life together. It is amazing to hear their stories of how God has
worked in their lives, and uplifting to be with them as they commit their lives to Jesus Christ.
This is why we started our large group event called Come Awake this year. It builds on the 30+ small
groups that meet all over campus each week, and the “one-on-ones” where older students meet with younger
students to mentor them in discipleship. Come Awake powerfully reaches out to students who may not come to
TNL, to Sunday Mass, or even be Catholic.
As we conclude another great year at STA, I am grateful for all the growth and transformation the Lord
has sparked in our students this year. The words of G. K. Chesterton come to life at STA: “Let your religion be
less of a theory and more of a love affair.”
Thank you for helping make good things happen by your prayers and support.
Proud to be your Padre,

Father Jon Seda
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Spring Antioch Retreat - another great success!
STA In Touch is the quarterly newsletter for alumni and friends of St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center.
If you have information to share, please contact us by mail, phone or email: 2210 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50014 or 515-292-3810 or
frjon@staparish.net. Look for current and past issues online at: www.staparish.net - under “Resources.”
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