
St. Thomas Aquinas Crucifix 

Due to the need for varnish to dry, I had to delay shipment of the crucifix to Dec. 6. 
Here is a preview.

Side one final details. The icon is hung in my garage studio so I could access the front, 
back, and sides of the it. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Crucifix Update    December 2017    

Hello St. Thomas Aquinas Community.  



Crucifix Inscription

John 19:19-20 “Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus 
the Nazorean, King of the Jews.”  Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the 
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and 
Greek. “

Thus the inscriptions were in three different languages, Latin, Greek (the languages of the 
empire) and the local language, Hebrew. On the St. Thomas Aquinas crucifix, INRI is the 
Latin abbreviation for Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews.

In Christ’s halo are two of the three Greek letter abbreviations for “I AM,” which are the 
divine words that God spoke to Moses from the burning bush. IC XC is the Greek abbrevi-
ation for the letters of Jesus’s human name, Jesus Christ. Over the top of the IC XC are the 
symbol tilde, which is an ancient way of indication an abbreviation., Any icon of Christ has 
this two-part inscription, showing that Jesus is both human and divine.

Finally, in gold leaf, the English words “King of Glory” are included. 



Archangel

Because of the 9.25 inch depth of the 
two-sided icon, the sides create a resting 
place for the eye.  The heavenly liturgy, 
which occurs unceasingly, is often paint-
ed in this deep blue-green.   An archangel 
holds an instrument of Christ’s death, a 
sponge. The background was pigment ap-
plied with a sponge.

The icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help also 
shows small angels holding the spear and 
sponge.



Seraphim

A six-winged seraphim is painted on  each side.

Because the lighting in my garage is difficult 
to control, the color in this photo is more blue 
than in reality.

A Second Archangel

At left, an archangel holds another instrument 
of Christ’s death, a spear. 

John 19:29

There was a vessel filled with common wine.* 
So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig 
of hyssop and put it up to his mouth.



John 19: 26

When Jesus saw his mother* and the disciple there whom he loved, 
he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.”

The Mother of God

The inscription for Mary is 
another Greek abbreviation 
(with tildes) meaning God-
bearer.

Two stars are shown on her 
garment. Usually stars appear 
on both shoulders, but since 
her hand is raised, the third 
star is not included. They rep-
resent Her virginity before, 
during, and after the birth of 
Jesus..



St. John

The beloved disciple of Jesus is 
shown on one arm of the crucifix.

John 19: 27

Then he (Jesus) said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.



Detail, Base of the Cross

John 19:17

...and carrying the cross himself he went out to what is called the 
Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha.

The mountains are very stylized in icons. They indicate that this 
event occurred outdoors. The cave with a skull in it has been used 
in icons for over 1,500 years.



Scale of the Crucifix

The side painting was one of the last things I completed. 
Here I am adding final details.



Christ, Detail

Matthew 27:29 

Weaving a crown out of thorns,they placed it on his head, and a reed in his right 
hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”



Wound, Detail

John 19:24 “...but one soldier 
thrust his lance into his side, 
and immediately blood and 
water flowed out. 

Working on this crucifix has been such an honor. Thank you.

Kathy Sievers


