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Hello St. Thomas 
Aquinas Commu-
nity.

The drawings 
have been trans-
ferred panel and 
lined with pig-
ment.   At last, I 
am painting. 

All the prepa-
ration  work is 
paying off as the 
drawing is work-
ing out smoothly.  

I climb up on a 
foot stool to take 
the photos as the 
Crucifix is very 
large.

Side A is now 
ready to begin 
gilding with gold 
leaf.



The Mother of God is larger 
than initially planned. If I kept 
her as 3/4 figure, her features 
would have been extremely 
small, so I cropped her and made 
her larger.



St. John the Evangelist and Apos-
tle looks on. Note the expressive-
ness of the hands and the faces. 
Along with a bowed head, the 
hands and face are the most ex-
pressive elements in an icon.



Christ has a cross scribed in his 
halo. It will include letters that are 
the Greek abbreviation for I AM, 
the words God spoke to Moses 
from the burning bush.

At the foot of the cross is a 
cave with a skull in it. Christ 
was crucified on a hill called 
Golgotha, Hebrew for place 
of the skull.



The inscription on a crucifix can say 
many things.  In John’s Gospel, we read 
that the words Jesus the Nazorene King 
of the Jews were written in three languag-
es, Hebrew, Latin and Greek. 

I have chosen to write INRI, the com-
mon abbreviation for the Latin version, 
and the letters most Catholics recognize.  

In addition I have added IC and XC, 
with a symbol above each that means it 
is an abbreviation. These are the Greek 
letters indicating Jesus’ human name, 
Jesus Christ.  In any icon of Christ you 
will find the inscribed halo and the IC 
XC abbreviations which emphasize that 
Christ was both human and divine.

The bottom wording is King of Glory, 
which Eastern-rite Catholics and the 
Orthodox write on their crucifixes. 

For the next two weeks I will be busy 
preparing and teaching at an annual 
workshop for the Iconographics Arts 
Institute. I return July 1 and will then 
immerse myself in  painting. 

Please continue to pray for me, as I do 
for you.

Many blessings,

Kathy Sievers


