Fall 2016

AND NOW WE BEGIN . . .
Fall Semester at STA

Iowa State University kicked off our fall semester
with record enrollment (36,660 students) and we’ve
had a busy start to the school year at St. Thomas
Aquinas! In our first week of classes hardly a day
went by without some major activity or fun event;
here’s a short list of what’s been going on:

New Student Cook-out

Come Awake

An event that seeks to delve into the mystery of Jesus
through passionate worship, speakers, and student
testimonies. It exists for everyone, Christian or nonChristian, Catholic or Protestant. It strives to embody
a culture of encounter with God as well as encounter
with each other. Our first event of the year was held
August 24 with 150 young people in attendance.

Held on August 21st and with classes beginning on
the 22nd, it wasn’t a minute too soon. The numbers
of students participating were clearly increased from
the year before with lines stretching around the corner
of the church campus. With more than 300 students
attending, several of our campus ministers had to
run to Hy-Vee for more hamburger and hot-dog buns
to keep up! As you can tell, students were happy to
mingle and meet.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center
l Gathered l Transformed l Sent
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Fall in Ames is fun! The students are back, the weather is great, football
season is upon us, and no one is too stressed out . . . yet.
It is the busiest time of the year at STA as we put wheels on many ministries
at the same time. Just in our first week, we had a welcome back cookout,
contacted several hundred students about small groups, held a Come Awake
large group event, celebrated TNL, and did the new student retreat. All
of these had the largest numbers of students participate we have ever had,
thanks be to God.
Next year we mark the 70th anniversary of STA. We have grown to the
point that we need your help in a big way. ISU has grown 40 percent the last 10 years, now over 36,000
students, 8000 of whom are Catholic. But our campus ministry staff has not. It is basically the same as it was
when I first came to STA in 1990.
We have lots involvement and enthusiasm among our students. They are awesome. And we have for several
years prayed and dreamt about how to reach more and realize our great potential. This fall we are doing a
campaign study to gauge support for the missionary initiative proposed by the Mgsr. Supple Endowment Board.
If you wish to know more about our plan, please contact our development director, Joe Leisz, at joe@staparish.
net or call 515-292-3810, ext. 23. We are excited to share our plan with you and earn your support in the year
ahead.
So much has changed since I came to STA 26 years ago, including me! Now we need your help. If we can fund
our missionary initiative, STA@ISU will be in the top ten percent of all Catholic Student Centers in our country.
That would make Fr. Supple smile. Me too.
As always, we are grateful for your prayers and support for our important mission at ISU, in the Church, and for
the Kingdom.
Proud to be your Padre,

Iowa State University
•
•
•
•

Father Jon Seda

ISU’s official fall 2016 enrollment is 36,660, an increase of nearly 1.9 percent (659) over
the previous record of 36,001 in fall 2015.
In the last decade, overall enrollment ISU has grown by 11,198 students, or 44 percent.
The student body represents every Iowa county, every U.S. state and 125 countries.
ISU’s freshman class of 6,325 students, a record, includes 3,380 Iowans.
St. Thomas Aquinas

•

Number of self-identified Catholics
2006: 5,080
2016: 8,048

•

Campus Ministry Staff (Full Time Equivalent)
2006: 2 priests + 2.67(FTE) Campus Ministers
2016: 2 priests + 2.67(FTE) Campus Ministers
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Resident Small Groups

Our Resident Small groups are a great way to get to
know Jesus while gaining relationships with other
students. Study Scripture, get to know others and
grow in the faith. Each semester we have sign-ups,
but we are always open to new people mid-semester.
Over 500 students have signed on already! Please
pray that we can encourage more students to discern
involvement as small group leaders.

TNL–Thursday Night Liturgy

New Student Retreat

As we move deeper into the semester, we have TNL
back for its 39th year! Thursday Night Liturgy, or
TNL, is an informal, student-planned Mass at 9:15pm
on Thursdays during fall and spring semesters. All
are welcome! TNL! Our Thursday Night Liturgy
kicked off its 39th season on August 25th with some
200 students gathered around the Baptismal Font for
Mass, music, and prayer.

Held August 26-27 after classes in the beautiful Des
Moines River valley area. The retreat is specifically
designed to help new ISU students build community
and make new friends within a faith context. Between
students and staff participating, almost one hundred
people were impacted by the program. More than 500
students signed up to share their faith and learn more
about Christ in our small groups.

Rummage on the Ramp

A place where people could bring their used
‘treasures’ for sale-was held on STA’s ramp
September 8-9th. Encouraging students and the public
to recycle, re-purpose and reuse helps to promote one
way to impact our culture of waste spoken of by Pope
Francis.

following up on...
Who’s Herald You
Now Are

After his ordination as a permanent deacon omn July
15, John Donaghy sent the following message to
the parishioners, alumni and friends of St. Thomas
Aquinas:
“In many ways this [ordination] has happened to me
because of Saint Thomas Aquinas Church, where
I served in campus ministry and in social ministry
from 1983 to 2007. At STA I encountered, from many
resident and student parishioners, Christ the Servant.
Those who interviewed the poor who came to our
doors, those who spent their breaks working with the
poor, and many others have challenged me to serve.
The liturgies at STA have helped me to connect the
table of the Eucharist with the tables of the poor. St.
Thomas also opened up the way for me to connect
with Central America... supported me for five years
here in Honduras and now supports the parish of
Dulce Hombre de Maria where I serve. Being a
deacon is being called to the service of the Word, the
Altar and Charity.
“Thank you for your kind messages... Thank you for
your continuing support of the parish... I ask you for
your continuing prayers...”
To see pictures of John’s celebration and more visit
his blog at:
http://hermanojuancito.blogspot.com
www.staparish.net

Columbarium
Dedication

“This Columbarium structure, we hope, will have
an impact for generations,” said Fr. Jon during the
dedication ceremony held on Sunday July 3 in the
garden space behind the church. A short service was
held in the church prior to the garden blessing of the
structure. Committee project leader, Shirley Shaw
told the group, “It’s the mission of our parish that
we are Gathered, Transformed and Sent. When we
choose to come back here for burial it’s like saying,
‘Mission Accomplished!’” The Columbarium has
begun accepting cremains and is available for burial
to all present and former STA parish members, as well
as members of STS. Peter and Paul and St. Cecilia
parishes. For more information, contact STA parish
office.

Icon Update:

A note on the project from artist Kathy Sievers:
“Hello St. Thomas Aquinas Community. This last
month I have been busy... to draw images to size,
work out lining, colors, etc, I
finished applying 1” grid paper over
the top and sides of the Crucifix. The
carpenter is finished constructing
the wooden Crucifix, and I can begin
preparing the paint foundation. In the
mean-time, I’ll be drawing, drawing, and
drawing some more.”
For pictures and info go to:
staparish.net>ABOUT US>Icon/Crucifix

TASTE OF SUMMER

It may have felt like a vacation, but STA had a busy summer schedule.
Here is just a taste of this summer at STA.

Totus Tuus
Totus Tuus, a week long summer camp for children
grades K-12. This summer over sixty children
attended the camp designed to encourage love for the
faith and spiritual growth through fun interactions
with staff and peers. Food, games and catechesis were
enjoyed despite a blistering week of Iowa heat.
Our appreciation goes to the endowment of Suzanne
and Leo Peters for their generous support of the
program. It is only through such support that we can
promote our Catholic faith year round to upcoming
generations.

Awe Shucks
1

2

1. Fr. Jon thanks
Parishioners for
sharing their
time & talents
2. Prof. Peter
Orazem shucks
some corn

On Sunday, August 14th, STA parish celebrated
their continuing stewardship of the parish and
student center-- the responsibility and management
they undertake as a new year begins. It is through
the student center and parish that we embrace new
students and returning students, from Iowa and from
around the world, our global Catholic family and our
local Catholic family. As our new year begins, we
are ready for such a responsibility, thanks to your
ongoing prayers and support.

alumni
update
John (PhD Chemistry, ‘67) and Miriam (MS Fopod
& Nutrition, ‘65) Jackobs were back visiting the
exact spot where they first met in 1962! John recalled
he was on the planning committee for the Grad
Student Retreat, and Miraim was a new grad student,
standin gin the Student Lounge when he walked in
and saw her across the room! They shared some of
their favorite STA memories while touring the church,
including the dedication with all the horns and
trumpets. 			
[Continued on page 6]

Eternal rest
Granted unto
Karl Gschneidner

Professor in the Department of Materials Science
and Engineering at Iowa State University died April
27th, 2016. He was a senior metallurgist of the Ames
Laboratory and U. S. Department of Energy, and
founding Director of the Rare Earth Information
Center from 1966 to 1996. In January 2016, he retired
from his position as Chief Scientist of the Critical
Materials Institute at the Ames Laboratory.
Karl earned a bachelor’s degree from the University

of Detroit in 1952 and a Ph.D. from Iowa State
University in 1957. He was at the Los Alamos
National Laboratory from 1957 to 1963 and joined
Iowa State University in 1963.
Gschneidner was considered the world’s foremost
authority of rare earth science, technology, application
and utilization. Karl is survived by Melba, his wife
of 58 years; his children, Tom, David, Ed and Kathy;
and his grandchildren, Scott, Doug, David and Paul.

staff news

Emily Klaus, Campus minister and husband Eric,
welcomed Eliza into our community on July 7th , at
6:55 pm. Eliza weighed 8 pounds and 9 ounces and
has one brother, Max.

Tom Budnik joined the STA
staff this summer as our new
Coordinator of Ministries.
Originally from Chicago, Tom
came to work at Iowa State
in 1968 and has an extensive
career working in both public
and private schools, most
recently as principal of St.
Cecilia’s here in Ames. Tom
will use his expertise in organizational development
and strategic planning to grow and support the
volunteer leadership for some 30 STA ministries
and programs.

alumni
update
Jennifer Stark Mortimer (BA Liberal Studies, ’00)
writes from Ames, Iowa that her favorite memory of
STA is at a Good Friday Mass with Father Hemann.
“It was the end of a long week for me,” she says,
“and I could feel myself starting to nod off during
the sermon. I think I was not the only one, but Fr.
Hemann slapped his hand down on the pulpit, which
echoed through the church. I startle easily and sat up
straight on the pew with a loud, AAAhhhhh! Father
just smiled at me, but from then on, I made sure to be
well rested before Mass.”
Tom Jantscher (BS Civil Engineering, ‘09) lives in
Little Canada, MN and works as a civil engineer for
www.staparish.net

HR Green Inc. He is a member of St. John’s where he
sings in the 9:00am choir. His favorite memories of
STA are Christmas caroling, preparing meals at the
Emergency Residence Project, and attending TNL.
Doug (MS Civil Engineering, ’11) and his wife
Brittany Hartwell ( BS Chemical Engineering, ’11)
write from Lawrence, Kansas. They met at a trivia
night fund-raiser for the Honduran ministry and later
married at STA. Doug writes, “My best memory of
STA is helping to plan and lead the Antioch retreat with
an awesome group of students. It was a turning point
for my involvement at STA. I really found friendships
that helped me grow in my faith as a student.”

They left a legacy
Fr. Patrick Geary was Associate
Pastor of STA from 1975-1977,
and he returned as pastor from
1980 – 1987 (following Msgr.
Supple). During his time as
pastor our campus Peer Ministry
program grew and our Love Your
Neighbor program began with a
gift from parishioner Esther Burns,
establishing STA as a leader in
social justice issues. Fr. Geary
passed away on May 23, 2015, and furthered his
legacy with a gift to STA in his estate plan. He wrote:
“I thank my God and my Church for allowing me to be
a priest and for the gracious patience showered upon
me as I stumbled in ministry. If I have assisted anyone
in their knowledge and love of God, I look forward to
sharing that knowledge and love with them forever.”

Ellen Hadwiger was a
longtime leader at STA,
serving on the Parish Council,
volunteering in the Parish
Library, and working with
many parish committees.
An ISU alum with a degree
in special education, she
was the founding president
of Mainstream Living, a
residential program for
persons with developmental disabilities in Ames. She
lived her Christian values with a lifetime of service
to others and passed away in California on July 8,
2015. This summer, her children shared with us a gift
from her estate through the Ellen B. Hadwiger Trust.
For information on how you can leave a legacy at
STA please contact Joe Leisz, Development Director,
at 515-292-3810, or joe@staparish.net

2016-2017 PEER MINISTERs
Shelby Ellis is a senior in Civil Engineering. She
was born and raised in Pleasant Hill Iowa and
graduated from Dowling Catholic High School. She
is the President of the Civil Ladies Engineering Club,
and a member of Kappa Alpha Theta. Although she
calls many people her brothers and sisters, she has
one biological sister that also responds to the name
“Shelby.” She doesn’t have free time, but if she did
she would be hiking and getting lost in the woods,
baking pies, or playing the piano.

Pictured from left to right: Ryan Cruise, Shelby Ellis & Chet Chapin

Ryan Cruise is a junior in Mathematics. He was raised
in Bettendorf, Iowa and graduated from Bettendorf
High School. He is a transfer student from Scott
Community College and has an Associates of Science.
He is the eldest, with one younger brother, one
younger sister. He enjoys camping, reading, and not
doing homework.

Chet Chapin is a junior in Mechanical Engineering
at ISU, and has an AAS in Automotive Service
Technology from North Iowa Area Community
College (NIACC). Born and raised in Forest City,
IA, He is the only son to two loving parents and the
only brother to two loving sisters. So far in his short
life, he has developed a passion for cars and faith,
and looks forward to continued learning and growth
through both.
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Campus Ministry Leaders

Upcoming Events
September 27
Dr. Anne Clifford will speak on “Catholicism and
Islam: Seeking Deeper Understanding.” She is a
religious studies professor at Iowa State and holds
the Monsignor James A. Supple chair in Catholic
Studies.
October 20th
Father Robin Ryan CP will speak on “Catholics at
the Crossroads: Why Some Catholics Leave and
What Can Be Done About It.” He is the editor and
co-author of Catholics on Call: Discerning a Life of
Service in the Church (Liturgical Press)
October 28th & 29th -- Homecoming:
Join us for a special Homecoming Mass on Friday,
October 28, followed by a special luncheon for our
50 year+ alumni. Stop by our tailgate (lot S-7, space
#109) for burgers & brats on Saturday… RSVP to
Joe Leisz (joe@staparish.net)

Fr. Seda joined some of our campus ministers and student leaders for the Evangelical Catholic Training
Camp, August 1 – 5 in Carlinville, IL. STA student leaders learned skills that help them become more
confident leaders on campus reaching out to the record number of Catholics (and all students) at ISU,
leading small groups, and being a witness to Christ’s Love.

March 30th, 2017
Dr. Mary Healy from Sacred Heart Seminary,
Detroit, Michigan will give a lecture on Biblical
Interpretations
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