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Driving as part of STA Ministry 
 

Beginning immediately the archdiocese and parish require that 
anyone who drives others (non-family members) as part of a 
parish ministry complete an online video, be at least 21 years old 
and provide to the parish office a copy of a valid driver’s license 
and proof of insurance card.   
 

The purpose of this is to help safeguard the liability exposure of 
the parish and archdiocese in case of an accident.  Let’s face it, 
we live in a litigious society.  We need to do what is feasible and 
possible to safeguard people and Church assets—this, even 
though small, is one such  help and protection. 
 

Thank you for helping with this protection and safeguard.  Our 
goal is not only to protect parish and archdiocesan financial 
resources in the event of legal action as the result of an accident, 
but to help prevent the accident in the first place and care for 
drivers and passengers involved in parish ministry. 
 

Online Video: 
!" Go to:  cmgconnect.org 
!" Select your diocese:  Dubuque 
!" Complete the account information & register your account 
!" Start the Defensive Driving Curriculum: “Be Smart Drive Safe” 

             (the video is simply a good reminder of defensive driving practices – watch it with that attitude) 

!" At the end of the video you will be switched to a Driver information 
sheet.  Please complete the form honestly. 

!" Click on “curriculum Completed” and you are done. 
 

There is NO certificate to print or provide – completion of the 
online requirement is automatically sent to the parish office. 
 

We do require a copy of your driver’s license AND a copy of 
your valid auto insurance card once you complete the online 
requirement.  You can drop these off at the parish office (or make 
copies there) or email them to bobby@staparish.net. 

The Archdiocese of Dubuque and the staff of St. Thomas Aquinas 
are committed to providing a “safe environment” for everyone, 
especially children. We believe in education that raises awareness 
of sexual abuse: identifying the signs of sexual abuse, explaining 
how to control access to our children and vulnerable adults and 
that encourages responsible reporting of abuse. 
 

All parish ministers and parish employees as well as volunteers 
(who have regular contact with children and young people) are 
required, by the U.S. Catholic Bishops, to complete Virtus Safe 
Environment training (AND a background check) before working 
with minors in parish ministry.   

Training is completed ONLINE. 
 

Go to www.virtus.org, click on Registration, Select 
organization of “Dubuque, IA (Archdiocese)”, Set up a user 
account, then select Online Training. 
 

Complete the training and print your Certificate of Completion. 
Provide the certificate to the STA parish office.  Forms for 
background checks can be found on the parish web page or 
picked up in the parish office. 

Protecting  
God’s Children 

Friday 
September 23 

 

7:00pm 
 

STA Lower Lounge 

This coffee shop event features Jackie Francois Angel, 
a Christian recording artist who will be speaking at the 
Christ Our Life Conference in Des Moines. She will 
share her personal faith testimony and her music. The 
event is FREE and ALL are welcome, bring your friends. 

Cause an Effect:  
CROP Walk at Chipotle 
You are cordially invited to a “dutch treat” dining experience at 
Chipotle on September 27 anytime between  4pm through 8pm 
for the purpose of eating and supporting the Ames Area CROP 
Hunger Walk. Please bring the Cause an Effect flier with you in 
order to have 50% of the cost of each meal donated to the Ames 
CROP Hunger Walk.  This year’s CROP Hunger Walk will be 
held on October 9, beginning at 1:30 p.m., at Brookside Park.  
Please contact Rod Fisher at <videoguy@iastate.edu> or Russ 
Melby, <norskeboy@aol.com> for further information on the 
CROP Hunger Walk and the Chipotle dining experience. 


