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Uganda Connection
Three Catholic Iowa State University graduate
students came to Ames from Uganda as a result of
connections made by STA parishioners Dr. Tom
Brumm and Dr. Carl Bern, both professors in
the Department of Agricultural and Biosystems
Engineering at ISU. Tom has been going to Uganda
since 2009 as a faculty leader of an ISU student service
learning program. Both Tom and Carl have been
conducting research on grain storage techniques for
smallholder farmers in Sub Saharan Africa.
The service learning program, administered
through ISU’s Center for Sustainable Rural
Livelihoods (www.csrl.cals.iastate.edu), selects
ISU students to work in Uganda for seven weeks
each summer, as Tom explains. “We match a team
of about 8 students from ISU with students from
Makerere University (Uganda’s flagship university).
We work in two primary
schools in the Kamuli
District where there are
significant food security,
health and education
challenges. The students
teach 5th and 6th
graders in bi-national
teams, work in the
school garden program
and do projects at the
school in areas such as
Dr. Tom Brumm in Uganda

agroforestry, health and sanitation, grain storage,
irrigation, and poultry.”

Martha and Kevin Natukunda

Occasionally
the program
inspires
an interest
among the
Ugandan
college
students to
do further
studies at

ISU. This was the case with Martha Ibore and Kevin
Natukunda, who were Makerere service learners in
the program and who are now graduate students at
ISU studying genetics and STA members.
Kevin and Martha met when they were
undergrads in Uganda. Both came to ISU in 2012 to
do graduate degrees in plant genetics. Martha says, “I
think it’s a great church. The people are really friendly,
like a family.”
Kevin agrees that it was the right choice for them.
“I’ve grown in my faith. I’ve learned so many things
here from retreats, Catholicism 101 (a six week
course) and other classes that blended so well with our
marriage prep classes.”
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Kevin and Martha were married at St Thomas
Aquinas May 30, 2015.
In 2012, Carl and Tom
received a grant from Sukup
Manufacturing Co. of Sheffield,
Iowa to study grain storage
techniques for smallholder
farmers in Sub Saharan Africa
and needed a graduate student.
Tom recruited Denis Bbosa,
a graduate of the Agricultural
and Biosystems Engineering
department at Makerere
University, to do that research at
Dr. Carl Bern
ISU. Denis had been working as an engineer in
the oil and gas industry in Uganda when he was made
aware of the opportunity to assist with the research
project. He was thrilled to be selected to pursue
graduate work at ISU. Denis says, “An opportunity
came up which I didn’t expect. I fell in love with
ISU which is now ranked third [in the country] in
agricultural and biosystems engineering.” He stayed
with the Brumm family for a week after he arrived in
Ames. When he came to STA the first week, he met
Fr. Richmond Dzekoe, from Ghana, and thought,

“Someone from Africa!”
Since arriving, Denis has finished two MS
degrees in Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering
and Biorenewable Resources and Technology. He
is now pursuing a
PhD in Mechanical
Engineering.
Meanwhile he is
serving on the
Honduras Committee,
where he says he
sees similarities to
the challenges facing
Uganda.
He plans to use
his degrees to assist
underdeveloped
countries with food
production and to help small farmers minimize their
losses by preventing insect infestations. 		
In spite of the cold winters, Denis has enjoyed
his time in Ames. “I have been impressed with the
kindness of the people at St. Thomas Aquinas. I see
how they are wanting to help people in need and it
shows how good the people of STA are.”

Scholarship Awardees and Summer Peer Ministers
We have streamlined our application process so that students now can fill out one form and a committee
determines which scholarship they may receive. Listed below are the recipients for the 2015/16 school year.
Hemann Scholarship: Sam Altier, Taylor Fernholz and Vivian Spilde
Homer Scholarship for Mathematics: Liz Haut
Stritzel Scholarship for Agronomy: Quenton Schneider
St. Jude Scholarship: Arianna Bohning, Emily Garganera, Allison Jaeger, Ann McLoughlin, David Pedersen,
Joseph Schneider, Christopher Smith

Peer Ministers

Four students who are active at STA are chosen to live in an apartment above the church office. They
experience living in community and assist with hospitality and other assignments in exchange for their rent.
The summer peer ministers are: Arianna Bohning, Vivian Spilde, Tyler Weber and Taylor Fernholz.
www.staparish.net

Prayer Table
Each Thursday during the school year, students
take turns at the prayer table on campus. They ask
others for prayer requests and pray for their needs.
During the winter months the prayer table is moved
into the Memorial Union.
Campus Minister Shari Reilly says, “The prayer
tables are a way to start a conversation without it
automatically turning into an academic argument.” A
gentle form of evangelization.
Pictured are: (left to right): Jason Lee, Abby
Budan, Willy Henrich and Nathan Fischer.

Peanut Butter and Jelly Time

Above: assembling the
meals.
Left: Distributing
meatless lunches on a
Friday in Lent 2015

Each lent students ask for donations of peanut butter, jelly, bread and other items. They assemble lunches and
distribute them to people on campus in order to explain the Catholic tradition of meatless Fridays.

Alumni and Friends News
Marilee Dolph Pavik, alumni from Lawrenceville,
GA writes: “My husband and I were the last couple to
be married in the original basement chapel. Fr. Supple
was on a cruise, so Fr. Gregory agreed to witness
our marriage in that chapel if we would agree to get
married at 8:45 am! They were going to dismantle
the chapel on the day we were married. The date was
December 28, 1953.
We are both living and are still married to each
other. We corresponded with Fr. Gregory and Fr.
Supple regularly until their deaths. We attribute the
wonderful faith experiences we had at the Newman
Center to the reason we have had so much joy being
active in every parish we’ve been in.”

We Remember: Gretchen Weber who died Feb
16, 2015 in Lakewood, Colorado at the age of 79.
Gretchen and her husband, Tom, moved from Ames
two years ago to be closer to family. Gretchen was an
accomplished teacher, musician and artist and was the
organist at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church for
decades. A memorial Mass was held in her honor at
STA in March.
Fr Scott Traynor, alum from the 1990’s is now the
Rector of St. John Vianney Seminary in Denver. He
visited for a weekend and offered a seminar on prayer.
Fr. Jeff Dole, ISU grad who was ordained in 2014,
traded parishes with Fr. Jon one weekend and visited
us from Francis Xavier Basilica in Dyersville, IA.

Homeless Awareness Sleepout

About 20 college students spent a night in the STA parking ramp to better understand the plight of the homeless.
Traditionally, the event has been held near the Campanile, however, because of rain, the event was moved to the
STA parking structure. ISU basketball player Daniel Edozie (in the center wearing a blue shirt) spoke about his
experience as a homeless child to the participants.
www.staparish.net

Final Supple Lecturer Provides
Insight into Emerging Adults
“Parents are the most important factor in
determining whether emerging adults continue to
remain in the Church.” Dr. Christian Smith made
this dramatic statement toward the end of his lecture
detailing the findings of a
longitudinal study of 18 23 years olds.
The National Study
of Youth and Religion
was conducted between
2000 and 2014 and the
results were published in
his work, “Young Catholic
America: Emerging Adults
In, Out of, and Gone from
the Church,” published in
2014.
The research included
3,370 young people from
all parts of America and all religions. They attempted
to keep track of them so that they could complete
surveys at four different times over the years. In
addition, several hundred interpersonal interviews
were conducted to deepen their understanding. As a
result, Dr. Smith drew generalizations about the group

known as “emerging adults.” They are older than teens,
but not yet settled into full adult life.
With so many emerging adults leaving their
faith, Smith explained that those who remain in
their churches tend to
be those whose parents
took them to church each
week and worshiped with
them. Parents who merely
dropped their children
off for religious education
classes found that their
offspring did not have a
deep commitment to the
practices of their religion.
Dr. Smith is a professor
of sociology and director
of the Center for the Study
of Religion and Society at
Notre Dame University. His address was part of the
Msgr James A. Supple Lecture series.
He is pictured above with Taylor Fernholz, a
student leader at St. Thomas Aquinas who introduced
him.

Save the Date - Engaging Art for Justice
Artist Rebecca Berru-Davis will deliver the next Supple Lecture on Monday,
Oct 26, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the Sun Room at the Memorial Union. Her work
explores the spiritual and religious expressions of those located on the margins
of society. Since 2006, she has been engaged in an art exhibition project with
Peruvian women artists who live in the shantytowns outside of Lima. The
exhibition called Picturing Paradise draws attention to the beauty they create
despite the challenging circumstances of their lives. Berru-Davis is currently the
Louisville Institute Vocation of the Theological Educator Postdoctoral Fellow at
St. John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota. The Picturing Paradise exhibition
is a series of 39 embroidered and appliquéd fabric artworks of varying sizes and
themes created by two women’s cooperatives in Peru, celebrating women, faith and
creativity as a force for transformation.

2015 Spring Graduates

1951 Retreat at Conception Abbey

Are You Pictured?
Help us put faces to
names or tell us more about
the event.
If you’d like to see more
archived photos, please visit
our website: staparish.net.
Then look under “About Us”
and click on “Photo Gallery.”
The older pictures are the
first link. Enjoy browsing.
http://old2013.staparish.
net/gallery/d/7858-3/
archives205_001.jpg

www.staparish.net

It was a glorious day for graduation at ISU recently. The weather
was perfect, the graduates happy, and parents proud. As we celebrate with
our STA graduates, I once again am in awe of how much they have grown,
and how much they have given to STA during their years here. We are
sending out some really great Christians into the world!

Ames is a much different town in the summer. It gives us a chance to take a breath, give thanks, and start
preparing for the fall. I will be taking a few weeks off this summer to work on a writing project. I received
a grant from the Louisville Institute to write a series of reflections for college students. They are based on
conversations I have had with students for 14 years, and hope to present the wisdom of our Tradition in a way
that connects with their stage in life. I am excited by the project and by some time away to do nothing except
write, pray and eat.
Fr. Richmond Dzekoe is leaving us this summer, after years of generous and joyful service. He will be
teaching at a university somewhere yet to be determined. We are so grateful for his time with us. We are also
grateful that he will be replaced by another priest from Ghana, Fr. Charles Ahenkorah.
One of the highlights for me this past year was to see ISU students move ahead in discerning their vocations.
The priesthood discernment group I coordinate had five begin seminary studies last year. This year, seven are
applying for seminary! The PDG, as it is known, is one of the favorite things I do.
This spring, STA commissioned an iconographer from Oregon to write a crucifix icon for our church. It
will be the same image on two sides, facing north and south, and suspended over the altar. This addresses the
observation of some that “something is missing at STA.” It may take up to a year for this to be in place. My hope
is that this can lead us into a deeper personal relationship with Jesus both during and outside of Mass.
Our parish also recently began the Stephen Ministry program, where parishioners are formed to build a
caring relationship with those who ask for someone to walk with them in a challenging time. It was been great
to have people see the need, and take initiative to get involved in the lives of others.
I hope you enjoy some relaxed time this summer as well. Thank you so much for supporting our mission
here, prayerfully and otherwise.
Proud to be your Padre,

Father Jon Seda
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Way of the Cross. Students and parishioners carry the cross through campus on Good Friday.
STA In Touch is the quarterly alumni newsletter for St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center. Writer and editor is
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Clare by mail, phone or email: 2210 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50014 or 515-292-3810 or clare@staparish.net.
Look for current and past issues online at: www.staparish.net - under “Resources.”
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