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 In the fall of 1998, Sr. Anne Clifford, PhD, 
came to ISU to deliver a lecture as part of the Supple 
lecture series. She stayed for a few days, toured the 
town and went to a weekend Mass at STA. “I was 
so impressed with the warmth of the parish and 
the quality of the singing,” she said. Ten years later 
she was invited back to serve as the Supple Chair of 
Catholic Studies at ISU. “When I came back in 2008 
I was so happy to see that St. Thomas still has that - 
life. That is the biggest plus for me.”
 Dr. Clifford brings a wealth of education 
and experience to her position in the Philosophy 
and Religious Studies Department at ISU. She holds 
both a Masters and Ph.D in Theology and has more 
than 30 years experience teaching in colleges and 
universities, including: 
•	 Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA, 
•	 Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, 
•	 Trinity College, Washington, DC, and
•	 Carlow College, Pittsburgh, PA.
She belongs to the order of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Baden, Pennsylvania.
 Each semester at ISU courses are offered that 
focus on Catholicism. 
 The Monsignor James Supple Chair of Catholic 
Studies at Iowa State University was established in 
1997 to provide funding for a faculty member to teach 
courses in Catholicism. It also supports a lecture 
series at the university. A theology chair in Catholic 

studies had been a dream 
of founding pastor Fr. 
Supple for nearly 30 
years. The $1 million 
endowment for the chair 
was created through 
gifts from the Supple 
Endowment Fund, 
ISU alumni and Ames 
residents. Jaime Vidal 
was the first holder of 
the chair (1997-1999). In 
1995 when the idea of a 
Catholic Chair was being 
debated on campus, 

Fr. Supple was quoted in the 
ISU publication Visions as saying, “I think to look at 
religion - any religion - every religion - at an academic 
level will only raise the whole level of all religion.”
 At the time there was campus debate about 
whether a Catholic Chair at a state university would 
violate the separation of church and state. However 
a Supreme Court ruling in the 1960’s had already 
spelled out that teaching about religion would not 
violate the constitution.
 Teaching religion in a state school does mean 
Sr. Anne walks a fine line because she cannot preach 
or evangelize but must present Catholic teaching 
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objectively. However, she makes herself available 
to speak with students outside of the classroom. “I 
remind them that I am available to talk with them 
about their faith-questions individually or in small 
groups and many do take advantage of this offer.”
 While 2/3 of her students are Catholic, she 
sees this as an opportunity for them to look at their 
faith in a new way. “It is important for Catholic ISU 
students to mature in their faith by learning about the 
Catholic tradition and by developing attunement to 
the problems of society by learning how to see, judge 
and act as a disciple of Jesus would.”
 Dr. Clifford sees her vocation as “one who 
serves God by serving students.” She tries to act 
as an instrument of God’s love. Of the five courses 
that she has taught at ISU, her favorite is Catholic 
Social Thought. Students who have taken this class 
consistently tell her that they’ve gained insights into 
the kind of person they want to be.
 “Occasionally, I also receive emails and 
letters from the parents of students telling me that 
a course their son/daughter has taken (usually the 
Catholic Social Thought course) has made a big 
difference in the life of their young-adult child. This 
Catholic awakening is often complemented by service 
experiences made possible by STA and sometimes 
connected to their majors.” 
 What does she see as the true value of offering 
these classes on a secular campus? 
“During childhood, most students from Catholic 
families come to know the Catholic Church as a 
community of faith and worship and service. For 
some, being Catholic is primarily (but not exclusively) 
about attending Mass. When these students attend 
college it is beneficial for them to discover that 
Catholicism is also a community of learning with 
a long history of thinking about important life-
questions. Inquiry and questioning, discernment and 
debate are the ‘work of reason’ that are as much part of 
Catholicism as the Catholic liturgical year, the papacy, 
and parish life.” l

Supple chair, cont Save the DateS
A Pope Named Francis and His Witness to Love
Sr. Anne Clifford, PhD
Monday, November 10, 2014 at 7:00 pm 
Sun Room, Memorial Union
 When the Argentinian Jesuit Cardinal Jorge 
Bergoglio was elected Pope of the Catholic Church in 
March 2013 he chose the name Francis in honor of 
Francis of Assisi, widely revered for his commitment 
to poverty, his concern for the poor, his peace-making 
efforts, and his care for creatures. 
 Dr. Anne Clifford, will examine Pope Francis’s 
mission with attention to the significance of his name 
choice as he goes forth giving witness to love in both 
his words and deeds. 

Why Are Young Christians Leaving the Church? 
Christian Smith, PhD
Monday, Apr 13, 2015 at 7:00 pm 
Sun Room, Memorial Union
 Dr. Christian Smith is the author of “Young 
Catholic America: Emerging Adults In, Out of, and 
Gone from the Church,” a new book based on the 
National Study of Youth and Religion. He offers 
insight into the wide variety of religious practices 
and beliefs among young Christians today and the 
influences and events that lead them to embrace the 
Church or abandon it. 
 Dr. Christian Smith is a professor of sociology 
and director of the Center for the Study of Religion 
and Society at Notre Dame University. 

Homecoming at STA
October 11-12, 2014
 Join us for Masses - Saturday 4:45 pm
Sunday at 8:30 and 10:30 am and 7 pm



Bookmark Amazon 
Through STA

 STA is 
now an Amazon 
Affiliate. If people 
go to Amazon 
through the STA 
link, STA will 
receive a percentage of what is spent. 
 We do not know who is using the link, only 
the amount spent. As shoppers, it will not cost you 
anything. We are hoping this will be a quiet fund 
raising effort that will enable us to continue to offer 
dynamic programs at STA.   
 Please ask your family and friends to use our 
shortened link when they shop Amazon.
http://goo.gl/GrgG6l

Newly Ordained Grads

Fr. Jon Seda traveled to Dubuque for the ordination of 
two STA/ISU grads. Fr. Jeff Dole (left) and Fr. Mark 
Murphy flank our pastor.

Meet the peer MiniSterS
David Drendel, from Malta, IL, is 
pursuing majors in agricultural 
business and Agronomy.  “Being 
surrounded by so many people 
with a heart and a mind for God is 
both reassuring and encouraging. 
I am excited to watch and support 
others in their pursuit of a deeper 
relationship with God. 

Danielle Gallet is from Atkins, 
Iowa, studying dietetics.
She says the advantage to living 
above STA is the “access to people 
with incredible faith and wisdom of 
the Church who can help my  faith 
grow as well!”

Evie Sue Ward, from Bellevue, 
NE, has double majors in political 
science and French. She is looking 
forward to “being available to serve 
the community and to be present 
for the students and being able to 
pray before the tabernacle at any 
time during the day!”

Sam Weigel is from Rochester, MN
studying kinesiology and health.
“I am looking forward to really 
getting to know all the new 
students and focusing my ministry 
on hospitality and building 
community.”

Peer Ministers live in the apartment above our church offices. They live together in an intentional way rooted in 
prayer, scripture, and community. They live as examples of Christian, Catholic living reaching out to students in 
the lounge and on campus.
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aluMni anD FrienDS newS
Where are They Now?
Dennis and Cheryl Todey - both ISU alumni and 
former music ministers at STA now have two children 
attending ISU. They write:
 ‘We were part of the music ministry at STA 
from 1990 to 2003 
with the 10:30 group. 
We think of those 
years fondly with the 
opportunity we had to 
work with outstanding 
and energetic musicians. 
Filling the space with 
the sound of people 
singing was pure joy. 
And of course there are 
wonderful stories of silly 
instances during liturgy 
including repairing 
pianos on the fly, missed 
transpositions and power 
outages. Now every time 
we sing a familiar song, it 
brings back fond memories.

 In 2003 we moved to Brookings, SD where 
Dennis accepted a job with South Dakota State 
University as assistant professor and the state 
climatologist for South Dakota. Cheryl has been 
teaching choir, music and band at the Brookings 

Middle School for 
the past seven years. 
We are involved with 
liturgical music at 
St. Catherine Drexel 
parish in Sioux Falls, 
SD. 
 Our oldest, 
Doug, is in his 
third year at ISU 
(Environmental 
Science). Marie joined 
him at ISU this fall 
(Animal Ecology-
Marine Biology). 
Patrick will be a junior 
in high school and 
Emma will be in 8th 

grade. 

Phil and Patricia Larsen (1968) returned to STA 
on Friday, June 13 to celebrate their 45th wedding 
anniversary. They were married by Fr. James Supple 
on June 13, 1969 (also a Friday). Phil and Patricia 
were amazed by all the changes and were moved to be 
back where they were married. 

Did You Know?
The first people to be married at St. Thomas Aquinas, 
in the current structure, were Bill and Patsy Judge in 
1963. Bill said, “Only half the pews were in. The south 
half was not finished. I had to walk in through an inch 
of dust. But it worked because 53 years later, we’re still 
married.”
 Hear more about Bill’s life as a charter member 
of STA in the upcoming winter edition of STA In 
Touch.

Kneeling l - r: Doug, Patrick; 
Standing: Emma, Cheryl, Dennis, Marie

Chuck Jones - longtime 
parishioner, alumni and 
retired ISU Counselor, just 
completed his 20th Senior 
Variety Show. 
 Chuck started the 
variety shows with the 
intention of showcasing 
seniors with talent while 
also raising money for local 
charities, including the Story 
County Freedom Flight, 
which brings World War II veterans to Washington 
D.C, to see the WWII memorial and other sights.
 This year Chuck sang, “What a Wonderful 
World” as the closing number to the delight of the 
audience.



Suzanne and Leo Peters
 

  We may be one of only a handful of churches in the United States 
that have an endowment solely for Vacation Bible School (VBS). 
 Leo Peters and his family made a generous gift to endow perpetual support 
for the Vacation Bible School (VBS) program at STA. Leo’s wife, Suzanne 
died November 13,  2013 after 56 years of marriage. They had been 
members of STA since 1962. Sue served as a lector and Eucharistic minister 
as well as member of the parish council and director of religious education, 
while raising their nine children. She 
loved children and VBS; the gift was a 
perfect tribute to her.
  Then, on July 21, 2014, Leo 
followed Suzanne in death. He had told 
Fr. Jon Seda a few days before that life 

“just wasn’t fun without Suzanne.” 
 Fittingly he died the night before VBS started. Fr. Jon told the VBS 
children that “Leo wanted to see all the fun from heaven.” 
 Leo completed his master’s and doctorate programs at Iowa State, and 
became a professor of mechanical engineering. He retired from the ISU in 
1996. 
 Fr. Jon reflected, “We are grateful for their lives with us and great 
generosity to our mission.”

Catholic Charities
 
 When you support St. Thomas Aquinas, you 
support more than just our parish. Our facilities 
house three staff from the diocesan branch of Catholic 
Charities – Mary Jo Pfeifer and Lisa Turner, who 
occupy the counseling office on the second floor and 
Lori Williams who works out of the Dulce Nombre de 
Maria room, named for our sister parish in Honduras. 
Lori coordinates disaster services and preparedness 
and works on refugee resettlement and immigration.
 Mary Jo and Lisa provide mental health and 
crisis pregnancy counseling, along with post abortion 
counseling, called Project Rachel, for anyone having 
difficulty with the after effects of an abortion. 
 Mary Jo says, “Being housed at St. Thomas 
Aquinas makes us an accessible resource to parishes in 
Central Iowa. This is a supportive environment.” 

Catholic Lutheran “Dialogue”
 
 You may have heard Fr. Jon Seda remark that 
“the only issue separating Catholics and Lutherans 
today is....parking.” Always gets a laugh because the 
folks at Memorial Lutheran next door have a parking 
lot that was tempting to many St. Thomas folks before 
we had our parking ramp built.
 Our new ramp is now hosting a 15 passenger 
van owned by Memorial Lutheran. Fr. Jon said, “Gifts 
are meant to be given away. The parking structure was 
a gift to us and I’m happy that we can share a bit of it 
with our Lutheran neighbors.”
 By allowing the Lutherans to park in our ramp, 
it also saves them money each year.  
 Pastor Mark Heilman, of Memorial Lutheran 
said, “We appreciate the chance to work together and 
and we are grateful to have this safe parking spot.”



www.staparish.net

Comments from 2014 Grads
 

 At the graduation dinner in the spring, 
students were given the opportunity to offer 
anonymous comments about their experience at STA 
and what they will remember. Here is a sampling:
 “I wouldn’t be the same person at all if I hadn’t 
had this community.”
 “The people you surround yourself with 
determine who you become.”
 “There are more important things in life than 
school work.”

2014 Grads Remember:
•	 Going to church with best friends
•	 TNL late night student oriented Mass
•	 How STA makes it fun to be Catholic
•	 Great friendships
•	 Student friendly environment
•	 Stories the priests tell during Mass
•	 How welcoming everyone is
•	 Uplifting homilies that made me think
•	 One-on-one talks with priests
•	 New Student Retreat
•	 Someone willing to talk and give you time 
•	 Leadership opportunities
•	 Antioch Retreat
•	 Community building
•	 Spring break trips

Note from a Parent: 
 “My daughter had a great experience at St. 
Thomas this past semester. We were at Mass with her 
yesterday.  My daughter said she loved St. Toms so 
much she will come here to church every Sunday over 
the summer instead of our local parish!!!  Her faith 
has grown so much this year.  Thank you!  A special 
shout out to Fr. Seda, who we will always love!”

are You pictureD?

 Can you help us identify any of the folks in 
these pictures?
 There are dozens of pictures which we have 
placed in the archives on our website. Please take a 
look and see if you can find yourself or your friends 
in the  “From the Archives Folder:”  http://old2013.
staparish.net/gallery/v/Archives/
 Also, if you have any photos you would like to 
donate, please send them to Bobby LeBlanc, Business 
Manager and keeper of the archives. 

Memorial Day Picnic 1952

Halloween Party 1951

What Do YOU Remember? 
 Drop us a line or send an email to tell us what you remember about your time at St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Contact: clare@staparish.net or mail to: Clare Bills, 2210 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50014.



 I write this during one of my favorite weeks of the year, the first week of 
classes at ISU.  It is great to have students back in town, with some money in 
their pockets, time on their hands, and not yet stressed out.  ISU has a record 

enrollment again this fall, so Ames is really buzzing these days.

 This issue highlights the Mgsr. Supple Chair of Catholic Studies at ISU.  I worked with Fr. Supple in the 
1990’s to raise the money for this endowed position, and know it was one of the things he was most proud of.  
The present Chair, Dr. Anne Clifford, does a great job not only in teaching but in personally reaching out to 
students, some of whom have not yet found their way across Lincoln Way to STA.  She is perfect for this position, 
and we are grateful to have her.
 Fr. Supple loved to tell the story of when he told a priest friend of his, Fr. John Gallagher, that we were 
naming a Chair after him.  Fr. Gallagher, also full of Irish wit, responded, “What are they going to call it?  
Lazyboy!”
 We are one of only a very few state universities to have such a Chair of Catholic Studies.  We thank ISU 
for their great cooperation in working with us.  We continue to be grateful for the many alumni and friends of 
STA who helped make this happen.
 Also pictured in this issue are two of the three newly ordained for our Archdiocese this summer, both 
ISU/STA grads, and the third is a grad of UNI/ St. Stephen’s in Cedar Falls.  It reminds me how important 
Catholic Student Centers at state universities are, along with our Catholic colleges and universities.
 Finally, please check out the new videos on our webpage and on YouTube of ISU men’s basketball coach, 
Fred Hoiberg, saying some nice things about STA.  I presided at Fred and Carol’s wedding back in the ‘90’s.  We 
both left Ames for a bit, and then ended up back in Ames again.  You will note from the picture that Fred has not 
aged, but I have.  As you may know, Fred loves to dance, and wanted to dance in the video until he realized that I 
am actually a better dancer than he is!
 Thank you for your support of our mission this year, and for STAing In Touch. Please send us your 
updates, news and pictures.

Proud to be your Padre, 

Fr. Jon Seda
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Fred “The Mayor” Hoiberg Plugs STA
 ISU  head basketball coach 
(and fellow Catholic) Fred Hoiberg, 
took a bit of time to record a message for 
our webpage.  Please check it out: www.
staparish.net
 After the serious messages, Fred 
and Fr. Jon Seda had a little fun recording 
a YouTube bit that showed their lighter 
side. Fr. Jon officiated at the marriage of 
Fred and his wife, Carol many years ago. 
There’s no dancing in this video, but it 
may bring a smile to your face.
 Special thanks to parishioner 
Mary Ronayne who did the videotaping 
and editing.

STA In Touch is the quarterly alumni newsletter for St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center. Writer and editor is Clare 
Bills, Coordinator of Ministries. If you have information to share in the next issue, please contact Clare by mail, phone or email: 2210 

Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50014 or 515-292-3810 or clare@staparish.net.
Look for current and past issues online at: www.staparish.net - under “Resources.”


