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Time of TransiTion
 Summer is a time of change in the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque. Priests pack their books and bags and a 
sort of musical homes begins. For St. Thomas Aquinas 
this year is an unusual one. We said goodbye to Fr. 
Richmond Dzekoe, from Ghana, and welcomed 
Fr. Charles Ahenkorah, also from Ghana, who has 
stepped in as associate pastor. Neither are priests of 
our archdiocese. In addition, STA has welcomed a 
new development director, Joe Leisz, and a liturgist/
music coordinator who will also work in campus 
ministry - Eric Evans. 
 Fr. Richmond Dzekoe, moved on to the next 
stage in his career.  He is now an assistant professor 
of English at Miami University, in Ohio. He will also 
work as a campus minister with his local parish. Fr. 
Richmond came to Ames in 2007 to do a PhD in 
linguistics and technology. While working on his 
degree, he assisted as a sacramental priest for STA and 
other churches in the area until he was hired as STA 
Associate Pastor.
 Originally from Cape Coast, Ghana, Fr. 
Richmond is the sixth of eight children. He says that 
in Ghana, educating a child was not just the parent’s 
responsibility. “It was a tradition that the immediate 
older brother or sister would teach the next one. 
They would answer questions and help them learn 
the catechism. My older sister did a good job. But in 
Ghana, teaching and living the faith is considered the 
communal responsibility of cousins, aunts, uncles, 
neighbors.”
 Living in Ames affected him as a person.  

“I have changed a lot. 
It broadened my world 
view. Spiritually, having 
the opportunity to serve 
God’s people formed 
me in many ways. My 
interaction with them 
gave me the opportunity 
to study, respond to 
challenges and needs of 
the communities that I 
serve.” He praised the 
people that he met and 
worked with at Iowa State 
University and the other 

priests he interacted with in Ames.  “Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. I am so grateful for all the 
love and sacrifices. God has blessed my life through 
the parishioners and people much more than they 
would ever know. Thank you for being an instrument 
of God in my life.”
 Any parting advice? 
 “Don’t be afraid to lay down your lives for God 
and His people. Let us not be afraid to do things for 
God. Give everyone a chance. God is forming us all. 
Be patient with one another and encouraging. People 
are more than their faults and mistakes. Look for 
something more beautiful in a person that you can 
reach out to.”
 
Inside: More Transitions - Meet our new staff

Fr Richmond Dzekoe
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What Peer Ministers Love About STA

Welcome fr. charles ahenkorah
 Fr. Charles Boniface Ahenkorah (ah-kin-korah) is a priest from the 
Diocese of Koforidua, Ghana, and is our new associate pastor for the next two 
years. He was ordained in 1989 after earning a licentiate in catechetics and 
pastoral youth formation from the Salesian University in Rome.  Most of the 
past 26 years has been spent in Ghana, except for 2008 when he ministered at 
St. Thomas parish in Hattiesburg, MS. He has been serving as the Director of 
Catechesis in his diocese for most of the past 15 years.
 Fr. Patrick Geary was a mentor for Fr. Charles for nearly 30 years. 
When Fr. Geary was pastor of STA in the 1980’s, Fr. Charles had an aunt who 
was a Fulbright scholar at ISU. She told Fr. Geary about her nephew who was 
in the seminary and Fr. Geary wrote to Charles, beginning a decades-long 
friendship. Fr. Geary flew to Ghana for Fr. Charles’ ordination and Fr. Charles 
flew to Iowa for the 50th anniversary of Fr. Geary’s priesthood. Even though 
Fr. Geary died in May of this year (see p. 4), Fr. Charles says he can still feel his presence. “He would be happy 
seeing me serve here. I feel at home because of him. He’s watching over my shoulders.” Fr. Charles revels in his 
vocation. “I love being a priest. It is a joy and privilege to be Catholic and I wish everyone would have a taste of 
that joy and privilege.”
 He is excited to be at STA where people come from all over the world. “This fulfills Christ’s words to the 
disciples to reach to ends of the world. Here we have people coming from all different continents and we are able 
to reach the world through those who pass through here.”
 He is optimistic about winter in Iowa. “The way everyone is talking about it, I want to see what is in 
store.”  And if you are lucky enough to hear his homilies, you will discover that he loves to sing and enjoys reggae 
and country music.  

Four ISU students moved into the apartment above the office 
at STA. Peer Ministers offer hospitality, organize events and 
assist with ministries. They are (pictured, left to right): Brian, 
Ali, Ann and Eric.
 Brian Odino, is an Animal Science major. He grew up in 
Texas  and says, “I love how STA is a close knit community 
but also very welcoming and friendly to everyone.”
 Ali Jaeger is a Junior in Dietetics and Global Resource 
Systems, originally from Mount Vernon, Iowa. “I love the 

friendly community here at STA, there is something beautiful about having friends who pray for you!”
 Ann McLoughlin is a Senior in  Mechanical Engineering from Fort Dodge, Iowa. “I love that Saint 
Thomas is a mix of resident parishioners and college students, all of whom interact with each other and support 
each other in a very active community.”
 Eric Anderson is a Senior in Marketing. He says, “I love the community of people here! It’s so great to be 
surrounded by people who share a love for Christ!”



neW sTaff members Join sTa Team
Joe Leisz - Director of Development 

 
 Joe comes to STA from Colorado State University where he led 
fundraising for three departments as Associate Director of Development. 
His nearly 20 years of development experience includes stints as the 
Executive Director of the 4-H Foundations in Arizona and Iowa. He is the 
father of 6 year old Michael and has been a volunteer with adult leader 
training for Boy Scouts.
 Joe says he has found development work very rewarding and he is 
looking forward to working with people who care about STA and want to 
support our faith community’s mission. “By helping to increase our annual 
support and working with parishioners and alumni to make major gifts, we 
can have a tremendous and positive impact on our community now and in 
the future.” 
 He enjoys working with individuals and assisting them with their 
wills and estate plans. “Many people have been blessed with assets they’ve 

successfully stewarded over a lifetime, and careful planning can help them preserve and pass those assets on to 
those they care about - family, friends, their church and other community organizations. By planning now they 
can limit the amount their estate and heirs will have to pay in taxes, thus maximizing the good they can do.”  Joe 
explains that to leverage and multiply the talents God has given us will help to fund current programs and create 
endowments to sustain our ministries for the future.

Eric Evans- Liturgy, Music and Campus Ministry

 Eric begins his first year at STA, serving as liturgist, music 
coordinator and in campus ministry. Eric and his wife Shannon have been 
ministers in South Africa, Mexico, Malaysia, and Indonesia, where they 
lived on the island of Java for almost two years.  Eric holds an MA in Music 
Composition from the University of North Texas.  He recently flew to 
Spain to attend a music festival where one of his compositions was played 
by a professional ensemble.
 Eric has been involved in music ministries since he was 15 years 
old. He sings and plays guitar and piano. Wearing three hats at STA was 
attractive to him. “I was drawn to the job because of the integration of 
music and ministry - the integration of those worlds.”
 He is also very comfortable with the STA alliance with Evangelical 
Catholic (EC). “I was really drawn to the vision for discipleship that EC espouses. This feels very familiar to me. 
What I love about music in the church is seeing people encounter Jesus through music and the liturgy as well. An 
atmosphere of encounter can be cultivated.”
 He and Shannon have two boys, Alyosha (5), and Moses (20 months).  Eric says he has been influenced 
by writers like Jean Vanier, Thomas Merton, Martin Luther King, Jr., Dorothy Day, and Abraham Heschel.
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alumni and friends neWs
In Memory - Fr. Patrick 
Geary died at a care 
facility May 23, 2015 at 
the age of 86. He had 
been pastor of STA from 
1980 - 1987 and returned 
to Ames when he retired. 
He heard confessions 
and celebrated Mass 
until his final months. 
He also worked for 
Unbound (formerly known as Christian Foundation 
for Children and the Aging) through 2014. Before 
he died he said, “I thank my God and my Church 
for allowing me to be a priest and for the gracious 
patience showered upon me as I stumbled in ministry. 
If I have assisted anyone in their knowledge and love 
of God, I look forward to sharing that knowledge and 
love with them forever.”   Memorial services were held 
in Waterloo and Ames.

Dorothy Kieffer, of Ogden, Iowa died in 2014. She 
and her husband, Tom attended STA in the 1950’s 
while Tom was working on a MS in Industrial 
Education. They were married for 58 years.

Loren Clabough has also died. His widow, Harriet 
wrote to let us know and to ask for prayers for her son, 
Gregg and other family members.

Angela Smith, Mary Sue Damge Kanrud and Betty 
Consbruck all responded with names of those in the 
picture entitled “1951 Retreat at Conception Abbey” 
from the summer STA in Touch issue. We are happy 
the picture brought back fond memories and we 
appreciate the responses.  If you’d like to see archived 
photos, please visit our website: www.staparish.net. 
Then look under “About Us” and click on “Photo 
Gallery.” The older pictures are the first link.  Enjoy 
browsing.
http://old2013.staparish.net/gallery/d/7858-3/
archives205_001.jpg 

Dr. Steve Walsh, M.D. (1959 grad in pre-med) is 
retiring after 52 years of medical and private practice 
in general psychiatry. Most of this was spent in 
San Francisco, CA. He grew up in Ames, received 
his medical training at the University of Iowa and 
was friends with STA founder, Fr. James Supple. 
He said, “STA was part of the highly nurturing ISU 
and Ames community. Dr. Walsh later received his 
psychiatry training at Stanford and enjoyed a long and 
distinguished career.

Nicole Pfab Johnson is the picture of health on HyVee 
grocery trucks. She is a former Peer Minister, now a 
dietician for HyVee (Cedar Rapids) and married to 
ISU/STA alum Wade.

Joseph Sevcik (Joey) - former peer minister, is serving 
as a Totus Tuus missionary in the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque this past summer. Joey and three others 
brought the program, which means “Totally Yours” to 
STA for Vacation Bible School in July.  

Cheryl and Ed (1966 Math) McGuinness stopped 
by STA on their way to a family reunion. They were 
married 50 years ago by Fr. James Supple on May 29, 
1965. They now live in Anacortes, Washington.



Supple Lectures
Pope Francis’ Encyclical on the Environment
       Sr. Anne Clifford, CSJ, the Msgr. James A. Supple Chair in Catholic Studies, 
begins the Lecture series for the 2015/2016 school year Tuesday, September 15, 2015 
at 7 pm in the Sun Room of the Memorial Union.  Dr. Clifford’s topic is Pope Francis’s 
encyclical letter, Laudato si’, “On Care of our Common Home,” in anticipation of 
his visit to the United States (September 22-27, 2015).  Attention will be given to 
the major question Pope Francis poses, “What kind of world do we want to leave 
to those who come after us?” and to his responses, with emphasis on their unique 
contribution to Catholic social thought. As always, there is no fee for the lecture. 

Engaging Art for Justice
  Artist Rebecca Berru-Davis will deliver the next Supple Lecture on Monday, 
Oct 26, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the Sun Room at the Memorial Union. Her work 
explores the spiritual and religious expressions of those located on the margins of 
society. Since 2006, she has been engaged in an art exhibition project with Peruvian 
women artists who live in the shantytowns outside of Lima. The exhibition called 
Picturing Paradise draws attention to the beauty they create despite the challenging 
circumstances of their lives. Berru-Davis is currently the Louisville Institute 
Vocation of the Theological Educator Postdoctoral Fellow at St. John’s University 
in Collegeville, Minnesota. The Picturing Paradise exhibition is a series of 39 
embroidered and appliquéd fabric artworks of varying sizes and themes created by 
two women’s cooperatives in Peru, celebrating women, faith and creativity as a force 
for transformation.

small Group leader reTreaT

Students prepare to lead small faith-sharing groups for the coming school year.
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1966 STA Staff Picture 

Flashback to the staff of decades ago. Fr. James-from-Ames-Supple is in the back, center. You can find many 
more historic photos in the archives on our website: www.staparish.net.

Movie Night on the STA Ramp

The Campustown Association held a movie night for families in Ames during July. STA provided free popped 
corn and the venue. How to Train Your Dragon2 was the movie shown once the sun went down. The site was the 
upper ramp of our spacious new parking structure.



Father Jon Seda

Another record breaking year at ISU!
Greetings!  We are excited to say that enrollment is expected to be over 
36,000!  This is the ninth consecutive year of growth.  ISU enrollment has 

grown 40% in the last ten years.  All of which means these are busy, and fun, days at STA.

 This is my 15th year here at STA, and I don’t think I have ever been more excited to begin a new year.  
We have three new people on staff who I think will advance our mission to new heights.  For the first time, we 
had to turn students away from our new student retreat, which had over 80 participants.  Our relationship with 
Evangelical Catholic (EC) has sharpened our sense of mission and increased the number of students we reach.  
We are grateful to Our Sunday Visitor, who recently gave us a grant of $14,625 to help continue and expand our 
efforts with EC.  These are very good days at STA.

 The theme of this issue is transitions, and one I want to highlight is the death of Fr. Patrick Geary, who 
served as associate pastor with Fr. Supple and then returned as our second pastor (1980-1987).  He also lived 
most of his retirement years with us, always at daily Mass and helpful in so many ways.  He was a classy priest of 
great integrity, and we miss his smile, wisdom and gentle spirit tremendously.

 We also are in high gear doing long range planning for STA.  The number of students we serve has greatly 
increased, but our resources and staff have not.  Our resident parishioners support about 81% of our annual 
budget, and we need to further broaden our support.  Our Pastoral Council and Mgsr. James  Supple Board are 
discussing initiatives to address this growth.  This may include establishing endowments to support four recent 
college graduates who would serve one or two years as Catholic missionaries on campus.  I am convinced we 
need to do this to better reach the 7,000+ ISU students who identify themselves as Catholic.  Discussions include 
the idea of a major campaign in a couple years so we may reach more ISU students for Christ.  We will keep you 
posted, and value your ideas and input.

 We are so grateful for your support of our mission to “gather, transform and send” present day Cyclones.  
Please stop by to say “hi” next time you are in Ames.

Proud to be your Padre,



www.staparish.net

STA in touch
St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center
2210 Lincoln Way
Ames, IA 50010
515-292-3810
www.staparish.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
PERMIT No. 247
Ames, IA 50014

STA In Touch is the quarterly newsletter for alumni and friends of St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center. Writer 
and editor is Clare Bills, Coordinator of Ministries and Communications. If you have information to share in the next issue, please 

contact Clare by mail, phone or email: 2210 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50014 or 515-292-3810 or clare@staparish.net.
Look for current and past issues online at: www.staparish.net - under “Resources.”

Fr. Jon Seda enjoys games with parish children during the summer program Totus Tuus, which means “Totally 
Yours.” The teachings are designed to ignite the hearts of the children to their faith.


