


MOTHER TERESA

IS A NET OF LOVE  
BY WHICH YOU CAN  



Campaign Prayer
Lord God, we give you thanks

for gathering us in this place of grace, 
for transforming us in your love, 

and for sending us out as missionary disciples.

We are grateful for the sacrifices of previous generations,
and we seek to build on such a mighty foundation.

Bless our efforts to reach more.

May Father Supple’s vision for our parish come to life in us.
May our generosity be full of gratitude and joy.

And may our joy be the net that catches souls for Christ.

St. Thomas Aquinas, pray for us. Amen.



Thank you for your interest in growing Catholic campus ministry 
at Iowa State University. I am beginning my 17th year at STA,  
so as we say at Iowa State, I am “all in.”

WHY DO THIS CAMPAIGN?

	Only 30 percent of Americans who were raised Catholic are still 
practicing. Nearly 80 percent of those who left Catholicism did so by age 
23. With more than 8,000 Catholic students at ISU, STA is ground zero 
for renewing the church. What happens here impacts the larger church.

	Our students are constantly invited away from their Catholic faith, by 
the secular culture on campus and by aggressive evangelical Protestant 
churches. One such church at ISU has 15 full-time campus missionaries 
that often reach our students before we do. After years of feeling like we are 
playing defense, I think it is time to go on the offensive in a bold way.

	We want to build on the success and momentum of our alliance with 
The Evangelical Catholic. In the past five years, we have gone from 
four small groups to 43. Our student leadership team has also grown 
from ten to 72. What we are doing today works. We send out amazing 
graduates. In fact, this past fall we had 17 ISU graduates in seminary 
for various dioceses and religious orders.

	Iowa State has grown 44 percent the past 10 years, but our campus 
ministry staff has not. We need to be able to recruit and retain our best 
staff possible. This year we were unable to fill one campus ministry 
position due to inadequate compensation. Without more support, we will 
have to settle for hiring entry-level campus ministers who often move on 
after a few years.

	Other Catholic student centers have found great support for their 
missions recently. North Dakota State (Fargo) has raised more than 
$10 million toward a goal of $24 million. The University of Wisconsin 
(Madison) has raised almost $27 million toward a goal of $29 million. 
The University of Nebraska (Lincoln) has raised $25 million toward a 
new goal of $40 million.

The Msgr. Supple Endowment presently supports about 20 
percent of the actual cost of Catholic campus ministry at ISU.  
Fr. Supple’s dream was that one day the alumni would fully 
support campus ministry. This campaign will free up resident 
parishioner resources for other larger parish priorities.

Established in 1998, FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students, www.focus.org) now has over 600 Catholic campus 
missionaries on 130 campuses. They are excited about coming to 
Iowa State. We would like to endow and embed Catholic campus 
missionaries on campus.

I am “all in” and am giving one year’s salary to this campaign, 
which is not a lot of money! But it does indicate how important  
I believe this is for STA and the larger church. I need you.  
We need you. Let’s do something together that will impact many 
generations of Cyclone Catholics. My goal is not only to succeed, 
but to have fun doing it.

Again, I am very grateful for anything you can do to take our 
Catholic mission at ISU to the next level and make STA @ ISU 
one of the best Catholic student centers in the country.

PROUD TO BE YOUR PADRE,

FATHER JON SEDA
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DEAR FRIENDS,



The Iowa State Catholic community has so wonderfully enriched 
our lives that we feel compelled to assist in any way possible to help 
build our Catholic community for future Iowa State Catholics. May 

Christ dwell in our hearts through faith.

ANNM AR IE '78 AND '00 AND JIM '80 KURTENBACH
General Co-Chairs

Emboldened by the Holy Spirit, we prayerfully said ‘yes’ 
when Father Seda asked us to co-chair St. Thomas Aquinas’s 

Catching Souls...Our Catholic Mission campaign.  
What a powerful, inspiring and glorious mission -- to ‘reach 

out and reach more’ young people on campus and in  
our community and ignite their souls with the joy and love of 

Jesus Christ. Come join us!

CINDY ‘80 AND TOM ‘80 STAR K
General Co-Chairs



1947

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
& Catholic Student Center is 
founded in Ames, IA with Fr. 
James Supple as first pastor. 

Daily Mass is held in “The Old 
House” (Porter Lodge) and 
Sunday Mass is in the Great 

Hall of the Memorial Union at 
Iowa State College. The new 
parish includes 75 families 

and 1,154 students.

1972

STA celebrates its 
25th Anniversary with 350 
families and some 3,000 

Catholic students at  
Iowa State University.

1954

The basement church (seating 
400) is dedicated. The 

basement chapel is converted 
into a kitchen, classrooms and 

expanded student lounge. 
Sunday Mass continues to 

be held in the Great Hall for 
many years.

1987

Fr. Geary leaves for a new 
parish and Fr. Daniel Knepper 
becomes third pastor of STA.

1949

The basement chapel 
(seating 300) is dedicated by 
Archbishop Rohlman. Daily 
Mass is held at 6:30am and 

5:10pm to accommodate 
class schedules.

1980

Fr. Supple leaves STA and 
Fr. Pat Geary becomes the 

second pastor.

1964

The new church is completed 
and dedicated by 

Archbishop James Byrne.

70Years



1996

STA and ISU sign an 
agreement to create  

the Msgr. Supple Chair  
of Catholic Studies.

2013

The new parking structure 
is built and dedicated, more 
than tripling our parking.

2017

Campus ministry is expanded 
with four FOCUS campus 

missionaries.

2000

Archbishop Hanus dedicates 
the new gathering space, 

expanded worship space, daily 
Mass chapel, classrooms, 

offices, and student lounge.

1997

STA celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary with 852 

registered resident 
parishioners and graduate 

students and 6,392  
self-identified Catholics at 
ISU. A $5.6M fundraising 
campaign is completed.

2016

ISU’s enrollment is a record 
36,600 students with 7,320 

self-identified Catholics  
(an estimated total of more 

than 8,000).
More than 325 students 
are involved in 43 small 

prayer groups.
Thursday Night Liturgy (TNL) 
Mass attendance is averaging 

150 students, daily noon 
Mass outgrows the Daily Mass 

Chapel, Confessions have 
gone from one to three hours 

a week, and Come Awake 
worship events are added on 
Wednesdays to evangelize to 

more ISU students.
STA’s new Campus Missionary 
Initiative begins with our 1st 

Campus Missionary.

1993

Fr. Knepper leaves STA and 
Fr. Everett Hemann becomes the 

fourth pastor of STA.

2009

Fr. Hemann moves to  
Cedar Falls and Fr. Jon Seda 

(former associate pastor 
1990-1998) returns to STA  

to become pastor.

Years
of Reaching Out and

   Reaching More



C A S T I N G  T H E  N E T
Joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls

MOTHER TERESA

Follow me, 
and I will 
make you 
fishers of 

men.” 
MATTHEW 4:19

As a part of our parish mission statement, we are “Sent to be the presence of God in Ames, Iowa State 
University, and the world.” We are commissioned with going out and spreading the Good News, the 
“joy,” which is our “net” to “catch souls.” As Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  
– Matthew 4:19

This has been the mission of St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center for 70 years. 
The parish was founded in 1947 across from the Memorial Union of Iowa State University to serve 
college students and the Ames community. Rev. James Supple was the founding pastor and “Fr. James 
from Ames” served the parish and shepherded its growth and mission for 33 years. With the financial 
support of alumni and friends, Fr. Supple built the student center and basement chapel, a basement 
church and, ultimately, the new church. A Catholic lecture series was launched and featured many 
prominent speakers at ISU. A long-standing series of retreats grew into the Antioch Retreat for ISU 

students, the peer minister program was initiated and the St. Jude Scholarship fund  
was established with the generous assistance of an alum.

CONTINUING THE LEGACY
In ensuing years, a succession of committed pastors led the parish and continued 
Fr. Supple’s vision of consistently expanding campus ministry to the growing student 
population at ISU. These pastors include: Fr. Pat Geary, Fr. Daniel Knepper, Fr. Everett 
Hemann and, for the last nine years, Fr. Jon Seda. During this time, peer ministry and 
campus ministry expanded, new scholarship endowments were created, and STA and 
ISU created the Msgr. Supple Chair of Catholic Studies at the university.

1997 was a watershed year as the parish celebrated its 50th anniversary and completed 
a $5.6 million capital campaign to renovate the church, expand the student center and 
endow the Supple Chair. As the emphasis on campus ministry continued to expand, 
STA initiated a campus missionary initiative to reach more students in 2016 with its 
first campus missionary as part of this new initiative.

With the proven success of this program, STA has determined that the campus 
missionary initiative needs to be expanded. To do so, STA undertook a planning study 
to determine support for such an expansion effort. With positive feedback and indicated 
financial support, STA is confidently moving forward with an endowment campaign.



CATCHING SOULS…OUR CATHOLIC MISSION
The initial campaign is a $4 million project to endow four new 
campus missionaries, endow the director of campus ministry 
position, and expand support for growing campus ministry and 
outreach efforts. The first year of the expanded initiative is the 
2017-2018 school year, provides four campus missionaries, 
and is supported in part by the Lilly Endowment.

There are approximately 8,000 Catholic students on the ISU 
campus. Currently, STA estimates that over 2,000 ISU students are 
reached through one or more of the aspects of campus ministry. 
With the addition of four campus missionaries, it is estimated that 
an additional 650 students will become active in the life of the 
parish and campus ministry within two years.

After a review of several organizations, the pastoral council has 
approved the decision to engage with FOCUS. FOCUS is a 
national campus outreach that pursues college students with 
intentionality and love. Students are invited into a growing 
relationship with Jesus and the Catholic faith through small group 
Bible studies, large group leadership training and one-on-one 
mentoring. This inspires and equips them for a lifetime of Christ-
centered evangelization, discipleship and friendship in which they 
lead others to do the same.

What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you 
too may have fellowship with us... our fellowship is with the Father, 

and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

1 JOHN 1:3

CARING FOR OUR PARISH
With an expanded endowment, a significant part of the funding 
needed for campus ministry will be removed from the parish 
budget of STA. This budgetary relief will allow the pastoral council 
to concentrate on the various needs of the facility and ministries.

Pastoral council members have begun the process of identifying 
these needs, both operational and capital. Possible operational 
needs include: expanded outreach and RCIA support, additional 
community services and support for various ministries’ activities 
(retreats, trainings, etc.). Capital needs may include: upgraded 
internet and electrical systems, a new HVAC system, replacement 
of the original upper church windows, energy efficiency initiatives, 
new student lounge carpeting and furnishings, and a new roof.

Decisions on which needs to address will follow an evaluation  
of the campaign’s success and the council members’ discussion  
and discernment.

Getting to work with so many students this year in 
discipleship was amazing. Seeing Christ work through them, 

seeing their growth, is my favorite STA memory. STA has 
centered my life on Christ again and given me a personal 

relationship with Him.

KR ISTEN LENHART
Campus Missionary

“

$4 MILLION
THE INITIAL CAMPAIGN

To endow four new campus missionaries, endow the director of 
campus ministry position, and expand support for growing campus 
ministry and outreach programs.



We’re supporting St. Thomas Aquinas because of all the good 
work that Fr. Supple, Fr. Ev and Fr. Jon have done working 
with students at Iowa State. College is a crucial time in the 

development of a person's faith and life.

JOAN AND R ICHAR D ’71 STAR K
Honorary Co-Chairs

“



WHAT WILL THE FOCUS CAMPUS MISSIONARIES DO?
The FOCUS missionaries will share the hope and joy of the Gospel with ISU students. They encounter the students 
in friendship, invite them into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and accompany them as they pursue 
their education and lives. Through Bible studies, outreach events, mission trips and one-on-one discipleship, the 
missionaries inspire and build up the students in the faith. FOCUS missionaries serve as the hands and the feet of the 
Catholic student center, reaching out and reaching more college students where they study, hang out, play and live.

ARE THE FOCUS CAMPUS MISSIONARIES TRAINED FOR THESE POSITIONS?
FOCUS missionaries are trained in Catholic church teaching, prayer, sacred Scripture, evangelization and 
discipleship. Missionaries are recent college graduates and can build upon that peer relationship with students.  
With the addition of four campus missionaries, it is estimated that an additional 650 students will become active in 
the life of the parish and campus ministry within two years.

HOW ARE THE FOCUS CAMPUS MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED FINANCIALLY?
Annually, campus missionaries are partially supported by the host organization ($15,000 each). In addition, every 
missionary must also do personal fundraising of $25,000 through their own network of personal contacts. The 
national FOCUS office also assists with an average of approximately $20,000 per team of four.

WHO WILL BE ASKED TO SUPPORT THIS CAMPAIGN?
STA will approach all constituencies of the parish and student center. This includes alumni, parishioners, students, 
current and alumni parents, friends of STA and selected foundations.

HOW WILL THE CAMPAIGN REACH OUT AND EDUCATE ALUMNI AND FRIENDS ACROSS THE STATE AND COUNTRY?
STA will continue to communicate through the quarterly newsletter and website. Targeted campaign materials will be 
sent to alumni and friends throughout the campaign and a series of alumni gatherings across the state and country are 
planned. Everyone will be invited to participate.

WILL THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DUBUQUE PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THIS CAMPAIGN?
The Archdiocese of Dubuque is helping STA network with alumni in its parishes and is helping promote the 
campaign with educational supporters in the area. It is also providing assistance with planned gift opportunities 
through the Catholic Foundation for the Archdiocese of Dubuque.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 

Q U E S T I O N S



Selecting the best gift plan depends on one’s personal financial situation and goals. As tax laws are always changing 
and each individual’s situation is unique, donors are encouraged to consult with financial advisors to determine which 
method of contributing is most beneficial to them.

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONSIDER A 10-20 PERCENT INITIAL PAYMENT TO BEGIN YOUR COMMITMENT.

PLEDGES
Pledges are commitments made in good faith, but are not legally binding. Donors may want to consider stretching 
pledges over a five-year period to maximize the total amount of support. This commitment can be fulfilled through 
monthly, quarterly, semiannual or annual installments. Payments on pledges are deductible for income tax purposes as 
provided by law.

GIFTS OF CASH
Gifts made by cash or check are the 
most common and will allow STA 
to address its immediate needs. You 
may choose to pay by credit card. 
STA accepts Visa, MC, AMEX and 
Discover and payments may be made 
through the secure website  
staparish.weshareonline.org

However, STA will gratefully accept gifts 
in various forms, including the following:

SECURITIES
Stocks, Bonds and Mutual Funds
Charitable gifts of stocks, bonds or 
mutual funds that have been held for 
at least one year and have appreciated 
offer special tax advantages. You will 
receive a tax deduction for the full 
market value of the gift, but you will 
not have to pay capital gains tax on 
the appreciated amount. If you sell 
depreciated stock and contribute the 
proceeds, you will receive both a tax 
deduction for the charitable gift and 
deduction for the capital loss.

PLANNED GIFTS
Planned giving is the process of 
carefully selecting the best method 
and asset for making a charitable 
gift. A deferred gift through an estate 
plan or life income gift offers you 
the ability to support STA and retain 
the income from those assets during 
your lifetime. Such a gift can enable 
you to take full advantage of the tax 
laws to accomplish your financial and 
charitable goals. Planned gifts can be 
made through, among others:

• Bequests by will or living trust
• Charitable Gift Annuities
• Charitable Lead or Remainder 

Trusts
• Beneficiary benefits from IRA’s, 

pensions, or financial accounts

MATCHING GIFTS
Many companies offer a matching  
gift program for employees and 
retirees. This allows donors to 
maximize their giving potential.  
For information and required forms,  
check with your company’s human 
resource department.

REAL ESTATE
Donations of appreciated homes 
and other real property are entitled 
to an income tax deduction equal 
to the full value of the property 
and no tax on the capital gain. If 
debt-free property is donated, the 
gift is deductible at the property’s 
appraised value. It may even be 
possible to make your gift of property 
now, but still maintain the right to 
use the property. By making the gift 
now, rather than in your will, you can 
realize an immediate tax deduction.

LIFE INSURANCE
STA can be named as a primary 
or contingent beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy. Life insurance gifts 
are simple; just ask the insurance 
company for the appropriate forms to 
make St. Thomas Aquinas Church the 
owner or beneficiary of a policy. Gifts 
of life insurance are tax deductible, as 
are the future premium payments.
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Please contact your tax advisor for more 
information about these options.



ENDOW IOWA TAX CREDIT PROGRAM
The Endow Iowa Tax Credit Program was created by the 
Iowa Legislature in 2003 to encourage philanthropy for 
the benefit of Iowa citizens. The program includes a tax 
incentive program administered by the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority. By applying for the Endow 
Iowa Tax Credits, individuals, businesses and financial 
institutions can receive a State of Iowa tax credit equal to 
25 percent of their eligible donations to a permanently 
endowed fund at a qualified community foundation 
or affiliate foundation (including the Story County 
Community Foundation). This Iowa tax credit is in 
addition to normal federal charitable deductions.

Please note: A donor may not take both a state charitable 
deduction and receive the state tax credit for the same 
donation.

Tax credits are offered on a first come, first served basis, 
with $6 million available annually statewide.

You may be interested in making a gift, or collective family gift, in honor or memory of someone as an 
enduring tribute. Transformational naming opportunities to endow Campus Missionary and the Director of 
Campus Ministry positions may be available. Contact Joe Leisz, STA Development Director, for information, 
(515) 292-3810; joe@staparish.net

WAYS TO 

HONOR AND REMEMBER
Your gift to St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center will make a lasting difference for the future. 

St. Thomas Aquinas helped me say “yes” to Jesus, 
being his disciple and loving him above all else. 

I couldn’t have been so transformed without this 
amazing community. It has given me the tools 

to share my faith with others and to continue to 
grow in my faith now that I have graduated.

M ACK ENZIE DOYLE ‘17

“



 5-Year Gift Annual Semi-Annual Quarterly Monthly

 $1,000,000 $200,000 $100,000 $50,000 $16,667

 $750,000 $150,000 $75,000 $37,500 $12,500

 $500,000 $100,000 $50,000 $25,000 $8,333

 $250,000 $50,000 $25,000 $12,500 $4,167

 $100,000 $20,000 $10,000 $5,000 $1,667

 $75,000 $15,000 $7,500 $3,750 $1,250

 $50,000 $10,000 $5,000 $2,500 $833

 $25,000 $5,000 $2,500 $1,250 $417

 $15,000 $3,000 $1,500 $750 $250

 $10,000 $2,000 $1,000 $500 $167

 $5,000 $1,000 $500 $250 $83

GI F T  C H A RT
This chart serves as a guide as you prayerfully consider your gift.
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STA has a special place in our hearts.  Carol grew up here, we came to Mass here as ISU students,  
Fr. Jon married us here, and some of our children were baptized here. We are excited about this campaign 

because STA plays such a significant role in the lives of many at Iowa State.

CAROL '95 AND FR ED '95 HOIBERG
Honorary Co-Chairs



ISU was a huge change for me. At first, I was scared and anxious. 
Because of STA, I’ve grown and changed. The community, the formation, 

the prayer all help me build my relationship with God and help me 
become a man of God so much more every day.

TOPHER SMITH ‘17

“

I greatly enjoyed the time I spent at St. Thomas.  I was fortunate to be there when 
Fr. Supple was the pastor, which provided fond memories I still cherish today.  

I especially enjoyed serving as Editor of the Newman News. We are glad to 
support this campaign so that today’s students can enjoy the same experiences.

BOBBI ('06 HON.) AND ROY ’57 R EIM AN
Honorary Co-Chairs
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Pastor

Fr. Jon Seda

Honorary Chairs

Carol ‘95 and Fred ‘95 Hoiberg

Bobbi (’06 Hon.) and Roy ’57 Reiman

Joan and Richard ‘71 Stark

Spiritual Honorary Chairs

Most Rev. Michael O. Jackels, Archbishop of Dubuque

Most Rev. R. Walker Nickless, Bishop of Sioux City

Most Rev. Richard E. Pates, Bishop of Des Moines

Most Rev. Thomas R. Zinkula, Bishop of Davenport

General Chairs

Annmarie ’78 & ‘00 and Jim ‘80 Kurtenbach

Cindy ‘80 and Thomas ‘80 Stark

Campaign Cabinet

Karen and Bill Bergan

Dawn and Ray Bratsch-Prince

Marty ‘81 and Tom Carney

Ginny and Dick Dobbs

Charlotte and David ‘82 Dougherty

Betty and Chuck Horras

Diane ‘73 and John ‘73 Kubik

Elisabeth ’91 & ’95 and Steven ’88 & ’91 Lonergan

Jennifer and Gene ’90 Noem

Patti Cotter (’88 MBA) and Peter Orazem

STA Director of Campus Ministry

Shari Reilly

STA Development Director

Joe Leisz

Development Counsel

Steier Group

Mission Statement
At St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center, we are:

 GATHERED in the Holy Spirit, a diverse and vibrant community,

            TRANSFORMED by Jesus Christ in the Catholic Tradition, and

            SENT to be the presence of God in Ames, Iowa State University, and the world.

Campaign Leadership


