
Family Gathering
October 26-28
“Sainthood”

Please sit socially distant from others, alternating pews, wearing your mask the entire event.

After our welcoming, prayer, and introduction, we will visit seven stations. At each station we 
will learn about a different Saint, and how they can help our faith lives.  

 
We have tried to allow enough spacing for 2-3 families to participate at a station 

simultaneously, and stations may be completed in any order. 
 

Stations
St. Thomas Aquinas - by the St. Thomas statue
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini - by the Storywall
Blessed Carlo Acutis - by the Chapel entrance

St. Mary - by the “Mother of God of Tenderness icon”
Venerable Servant of God Michael J. McGivney - by the Reconciliation room

St. Cecilia - by the Piano
St. Jude - upstairs Balcony, by the icon

Thank you for joining us and participating in this event! We hope you will return for our 
Advent/Christmas Family Gathering, 6-7 p.m.:

December 15 (50014 Residents)
December 16 (Any resident of Zip Codes but 50010 or 50014)

December 17 (50010 Residents)
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St. Thomas Aquinas
1225-1274

Patron of Students 
and universities

   St. Thomas Aquinas was born in Italy to an upper class 
family. Unlike many other children who were poorer, 
he began going to school when he was 5 years old, and 
continued to learn as he grew up. 
   Eventually, he decided he wanted to be a Priest in the 
Dominican Order of Preachers. This is a priest who focuses 
on teaching. However, his parents did not want him to do 
this, as they worried it would dishonor them and they would 
lose their upper class status, or would be laughed at. In fact, 
because of this, they “grounded” him for an entire year, 
locking him in his house the entire time hoping he’d change 
his mind. 
   During the year St. Thomas was stuck at home, he had a 
dream that he believed was two angels visiting him on behalf 
of God and convinced him to remain committed to being a 
Priest in the Dominican Order. His mother finally accepted 
that St. Thomas’ mind would not change, and so allowed him 
to “escape” his home. 
   St. Thomas went to Paris, France, where he continued to 
learn. In class, he was quiet, and had to deal with the bullies 
of the school calling him a “dumb ox.” But, he persevered, 
and continued to learn, eventually becoming a teacher. 
   As he grew older and continued to teach, he wrote more and 
more. Some of his prayers, we still use in Church today, and 
many of his books, we still talk about and use in school today 
(if you were to go to school to learn more about God.) 
   St. Thomas Aquinas is considered by many to be one of the 
greatest theologians of all time. (A theologian is an expert 
in studying God.) In fact, he is considered to have been so 
smart, and his writings have helped the Church so much, that 
he is considered a Doctor of the Church. 
   Today, he is an example of how to continue to learn, how to 
persevere, and how to listen to God in choosing what to do. 

Discussion Questions 
1.) What was most interesting to you 
about St. Thomas’ story?

2.) How would you feel if your 
parents did not support you in what 
you wanted to be when you got 
older? 
 
3.) What do you think you would do 
if you couldn’t leave the house for an 
entire year unless you had to change 
your mind on something?

4.) What do you like learning about? 
 
5.) Is there anything else you would 
like to learn about St. Thomas 
Aquinas?



St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini

 July 15, 1850 - Dec. 22, 1917
Patron of Missionaries 

& Immigrants
 

   St. Frances Xavier, also known as St. Mother 
Cabrini was the first American ever declared to be a 
Saint. 
   Originally from Italy, she became a religious 
sister in 1880 and then came to America in 1889.
   Being an immigrant herself, the Pope asked her to 
assist the many Italian immigrants who were fleeing 
Italy and coming to America at the time in great 
poverty. 
   She began teaching the immigrants and orphaned 
children. She opened an orphanage in New York 
before moving to Chicago were she opened two 
hospitals. 
   In 1909, she became a U.S. citizen, and until her 
death in Chicago in 1917, she travelled the United 
States setting up over 65 institutions that assisted 
the poor, uneducated, ill and orphaned. 
   While many of these were utilized by Italian 
immigrants, they were available to whomever 
needed the support. 
   The work of St. Mother Cabrini continues today 
by the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, the 
religious order she founded.  
   If ever in Chicago, you can visit the National 
Shrine of St. Mother Cabrini to learn more. 

STA’s Storywall
   Along this wall are several vignettes 
of Gospel stories sculpted by 
parishioner Jo Myers-Walker.
   Within these vignettes, the story of 
St. Thomas Aquinas’ parishioners out 
in the world also exists.
   While St. Mother Cabrini was never 
a part of our STA story directly, these 
Gospel vignettes could also be used to 
help tell her story in a unique way.
   Take a look at each of the vignettes 
and consider how you are a part of the 
St. Thomas Aquinas parish story, and 
how St. Mother Cabrini’s example can 
be a part of your life too. 
   Which ones can you easily 
recognize? Which ones do you like 
the most? How is St. Thomas Aquinas 
a part of your life story? Reflect and 
discuss each of these questions.



Blessed 
Carlo Acutis 

May 3, 1991 - Oct. 12, 2006
   Blessed Carlo was 9 years old, living in Italy, 
when he was gifted a playstation. He enjoyed 
playing Super Mario and liked Pokemon.
   Bl. Carlo also enjoyed computers, and when 
he was 12 or 13 he created a website focusing 
on miracles of the Eucharist. This website is still 
utilized today.
   He was a young person who fell in love with 
communion, and he pushed his family to better 
understand the Catholic faith.  
   At the age of 15, he became ill and was diagnosed 
with leukemia. He died shortly after, but his story 
continues.
   A few years after Carlo died, the Vatican started to 
investigate Carlo’s life and consider whether or not 
he was a Saint. In 2013, another child who became 
ill prayed to Carlo, and was healed, with no doctor 
or scientist able to explain the cure, Pope Francis 
declared this healing to be a miracle in February. 
   Just two weeks ago, on Saturday, October 10th, 
a special Mass was prayed in Assisi, Italy, the 
hometown of some other great Saints like Francis 
and Clare. At this Mass, Carlo was Beatified, the 
last step before being named a Saint.
   In the front row of the Mass sat Carlo’s parents, 
and 10-year-old twin siblings. He is the first person 
to be beatified that was born after 1975, and only 
the 2nd born after 1950.

Discussion Questions 
1.) What do you think you can learn 
from Blessed Carlo?

2.) As a young person, how can you 
share your faith with your family? 
 
2a.) As a parent, how can you learn or 
grow from the faith of your children?

3.) What does the Eucharist mean to 
you? Why do you think it meant so 
much to Bl. Carlo?

4.) If you use the internet, how can 
you use it more to grow in holiness 
and help your faith?

5.) How do you think you would feel 
if he was your brother/son and you 
attended his Beatification Mass?

Watch this short video 
from 2 years ago on 

Bl. Carlo Acutis.
https://youtu.be/dSi3qtmbfNw



Saint Mary 
 

“Mother of God of 
Tenderness”

   Our icon, Mother of God of Tenderness, is also 
known as Our Lady of Vladimir, after the city 
in Russia where the original painting can still be 
seen today, even though it’s legend is that Luke 
the Evangelist (the writer of the Gospel of Luke) 
painted it 2,000 years ago. (While that’s the legend 
and a fun story, we actually believe the painting is 
from the early 12th century.)
   This icon is of Mary, holding Jesus as a young 
child, putting his cheek on hers.       
   St. Mary is the Mother of God, Jesus’ mom, but 
she is also the Mother to us all, as Jesus declared 
from the cross, “Behold, your mother.”
   Mary is an example to us all of how to trust God, 
and say yes when God requests something of us. 
We don’t know exactly how old she was, but we 
believe she was only 13-15 years old when she 
made her “fiat,” her yes to God on the day of the 
Annunciation. 

   Open the Bible to the book of Luke and find 
Chapter 1. Look for verse 26, and read the passage 
of Luke 1:26-28.

   This is the story of the Annunciation, a story we 
celebrate in the Church every March 25, (9 months 
later is December 25, Christmas!)

Discussion Questions 
1.) What else do you notice or see in 
this icon?

2.) What do you find most interesting 
about the Gospel story? 
 
3.) Why do you think St. Mary said 
yes to God? 

4.) If you’re with a parent, did your 
child ever put their cheek up to yours 
as a young child? Do you have a good 
story/memory of this you can share? 
 
5.) When have you said yes to your 
mom or dad when it may have been 
difficult?

6.) Mom/Dad, can you share a story 
of when you learned of the pregnancy/
arrival of your child (ren)?



Venerable 
Servant of God 

Michael McGivney
 Aug. 12, 1852 - Aug. 14, 1890

Founder of the 
Knights of Columbus

   This Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020, in Hartford, 
Connecticut, a special Mass will be prayed, 
and during it, Fr. Michael J. McGivney will be 
Beatified, and declared Blessed, the final step 
before being declared a Saint.
   Venerable Servant of God McGivney was born in 
Connecticut to Irish immigrant parents. He attended 
school until he was 13 when he began working in a 
spoon-making mill.
   At the age of 16, he entered Seminary to begin his 
journey to become a Priest in Quebec, Canada. 
   Unfortunately, his father passed away in 1873, 
and he returned home. The death of his father, an 
immigrant, had a tremendous impact on Michael. 
   Eventually, he returned to school to become a 
Priest, but instead of going back to Canada, he 
transfered to St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, 
Maryland where he was ordained in 1877.
   Knowing the struggles his own family endured 
after his father’s death, as an assistant Pastor, 
he founded the Knights of Columbus within his 
parish in 1882 to help support any parishioner who 
became widowed or orphaned.
   He unfortunately died 8 years later, but the 
Knights of Columbus have continued supporting 
families ever since.

Discussion Questions 
1.) How can you support and help 
your family today?

2.) How can you support and help 
other families that you know today? 
 
3.) Why are you grateful, or happy, 
that you know that you do not have 
to work at the age of 13 to help your 
family?
 
4.) Did anything surprise you about 
his story, or the process of becoming a 
Saint, or confirming a Miracle?

Watch this interview 
Learn more about Fr. McGivney, 

but also the canonization & 
miracle approval process

https://youtu.be//IlQjC71-ykw



Saint Cecilia 
 

“Patron of Muscians”
   There is not a lot known about Saint Cecilia, but 
we have many stories about her which can inspire 
us, or teach us about God’s love and perseverance. 
   One of her best known stories is that as a young 
woman, she devoted herself to God and only God’s 
love. However, in those years, young people, 
especially young women, had very little control 
over their lives.
   The story goes that when she was a child, her 
parents promised another family that she would 
marry their son. Eventually this marriage happened, 
but St. Cecilia was persistent that she only love 
God, and not her new husband.
   During the wedding she sang a song to God about 
her love, and had an angel helping her.
   She taught her husband (and his brother) about 
Jesus, and gradually they all began to share their 
faith with others... all during a time when it was 
still against the law to be a Christian.
   Eventually, they were all arrested and sentenced 
to die. When they first tried to kill St. Cecilia, it 
didn’t work. Unfortunately, the second try did, but 
only after she survived for 3 days. 
   We can be detectives, and deduce some of this to 
be accurate because of her tomb, the place that she 
was buried. 
   Because of her song at her wedding, she is 
considered the patron of all musicians and singers, 
and is often seen with a small organ in her images.   

Discussion Questions 
Younger Children
1.) How is music fun and holy?
2.) Why do you think God likes music?
3.) What’s your favorite type of music?
Older Youth
1.) How does Church music make you feel?
2.) What is  your favorite song that helps 
put you in a good mood?
3.) What do you think St. Augustine 
meant when he said, “When you sing, 
you pray twice.”?

Music Lessons
Open up the Gather Hymnal to song 
#885, “For All the Saints Who’ve 
Shown Your Love”

Read all 4 verses aloud, taking turns if 
you can.

What does this song teach us about 
the Saints in our lives, or how we can 
utilize their examples in our lives?



St. Jude
?? - 65

Apostle and Patron Saint 
of the Impossible

   St. Jude was an apostle of Jesus, possibly his 
cousin. He is also known as Thaddeus, or sometimes 
St. Jude Thaddeus.  
   After Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday, 
the apostles would gather to discuss their next 
activities or what to do next as followers of Jesus. 
   On the day of Pentecost, St. Jude was in the Upper 
Room and received the Holy Spirit with the rest of the 
apostles. After this, he began telling others about his 
faith, sharing his love of Christ, and teaching others 
all that Jesus taught him. Today, when someone does 
this, we call it evangelization. 
   He is credited with writing the letter of Jude in the 
New Testament, the 2nd to last book in the Bible. In 
this letter, he tells us how to maintain the faith and 
positivity even in the face of troubles or adversity.
   Because of these writings, St. Jude is considered the 
patron saint of desperate cases and lost causes. When 
something seems impossible, he is a great person to 
have on our side praying with/for us when we can’t. 
   That doesn’t mean that the impossible becomes 
possible because we asked a Saint. But it does mean 
that we have someone in Heaven praying on our 
behalf, as we continually try and grow our faith and 
continually show God our love.
   Today, we are called to be like St. Jude and share 
our love of God with others, teaching people about 
Jesus no matter how big or little we are. The best way 
we do this is by loving others.

Discussion Questions 
1.) What seems impossible at times 
in your life that you think you can 
bring to the attention of St. Jude?

2.) How do you show God your 
love, or make sure you follow only 
the desires God has for you? 
 
3.) How do you handle it when 
someone makes fun of you?  
 
4.) Is it easy or hard to pray for the 
people that make fun of you? Why 
do you think that is?

A Look at Scripture
Open the Bible to the letter of Jude. 
This book of the Bible is so short 
that there are no chapters. Find verse 
17 and read from there through 
verse 21.
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