
Pastoral Council Meeting
October 12, 2021

Hybrid In-Person and Zoom Meeting
Present:  Ronnie Lindeman (Chair); Emily Beaudry;; Veronica Bresnahan (Faith Formation); 
Holly Carter; Fr. Kyle Digmann; Ann Gansemer-Topf (Secretary for the Evening); Joe Hulub (Faith 
Formation); Scott Law (president elect); Steve Mahoney (Stewardship); Liza Nelson; Brad Power 
(Finance); Seamus Prendergast.  Absent:  Dawn Bratsch-Prince, Kylee Gehl; 

Guests:  Sue Winer 

I. Call to order at 7:04 and welcome with Chair Ronnie Lindeman presiding.

II. Opening Prayer by Scott Law.

III. Finance Council. The finance council has approved support for the NCYC. Finance
Council requested support from the Pastoral Council to approve funds for $14,000 to
support the Solar Panel Investment Project. Pastoral Council supported this decision.At the
end of the first quarter, income is significantly down. Much of this decrease is due to
offertory.

IV. REALM Registration.  Sue Winder provided an overview of the REALM system and its
various functions. There are many benefits that the system offers such as helping identify
parishioners who are willing to assist, creating support for pathways, and encouraging
parishioners to consider giving of their time and talent. Unlike the past system, there are
multi-uses for office staff, engagement, fund raising, etc. There are also several potential
opportunities to use the system for groups such as faith formation and pastoral council. The
primary challenge is getting parishioners to input information into REALM. Staff continue
to work on ways to increase engagement

V. Student Report. The newly renovated student lounge is open and students are enjoying it.
Thursday night liturgy is well attended – averaging over 200 students.  Due to the pandemic
there seems to be both increased in interest in students wanting to deepen their faith as well
as many students not re-engaging. Seniors expressed concerned about opportunities for
engagement and involvement after graduation.

VI. Pastor's Report. Next month Fr. Kyle will review the initiatives raised at the Strategic
Visioning Planning. He plans to revisit these initiatives quarterly. Fr. Kyle is interested in
ways to best communicate strategic initiatives with the broader parish. The consensus was

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89131508150?pwd=MmpMSCtac1lEdkdPNTJITm5sNTRkdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89131508150?pwd=MmpMSCtac1lEdkdPNTJITm5sNTRkdz09


that multiple forms of communication would be needed to meet the various audiences - 
video, bulletin, paper, email.  Fr. Kyle is still finalizing members of the Personnel Council.  
Despite the slow response to REALM, staff are noticing an increase in the number of people 
getting involved in different activities. In September, the number of people attending Mass 
were counted.  The wearing of masks and physically distancing continues to be of concern 
with parishioners with some in support of masks and some not. There was an average of 
around 1500 people per weekend.  This number is down slightly from pre-pandemic.  

VII. Meeting Adjourned at 8:10

Gathered in the Holy Spirit, a diverse and vibrant   community, Transformed by Jesus Christ in 
the Catholic Tradition, and Sent to be the Presence of God in Ames, ISU, and the World 

Opening Prayer Leaders:  
November 9: Dawn    
December 14: Seamus  
January 11: Ann   
February 8: Holly  
March 8: Brad 
April 12: Emily  
May 10: Liza 
June 14:  Ronnie 




