
St. Thomas Aquinas Church  
Pastoral Council Meeting 
October 8, 2019, 7:00pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Room 
 
Present: Emily Beaudry, Dawn Bratsch-Prince (secretary), Brandon Brockhus, Ronnie 
Lindeman (vice-chair), K’Lynn Lynn, John Moss, Monica Moylan, Rod Pierce, Francis Todey 
(chair).  Not in attendance: Fr. Kyle Digmann, Josh Krischel.  
 
Guests: Paula Friedrich, Ray Murray, trustees of Columbarium Committee. 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 7:00.  
 

II. Correction to minutes:  Rod Pierce should be listed as “present” at September 
council meeting.   
 

III. Opening prayer by Francis Todey and reflection on Mission Statement.  Other 
updates: religious ed classes have started; over 50 student small groups are up 
and running; carpenter shop recently held a successful gathering; John Donaghy 
will be back in Ames for a short period of time next week. 

 
IV. Columbarium Committee Report:  Ray and Paula, presenting on behalf of the 

Trustees of the Columbarium Committee, as they do annually each October.  
Their aim is to share resources, keep us informed of any meetings and 
communications, and updating us on any recent changes.  Only 15 columbarium 
niches remain for purchase (94/109 are filled).  While there has been some 
discussion of columbarium expansion, it is not urgent.  Those wishing to be 
inurned in the columbarium must have an St. Thomas connection.  In the past 
few years, the committee has purchased a tent (for use in inclement weather) 
and portable microphone system that can be used during the inurnment service.   
There is interest in including some signage on the grounds/in the church 
building indicating what the columbarium structure is, and where it is located.  
The decision was made, however, against signage in order to discourage 
vandalism.  A columbarium subcommittee serves as inurnment committee each 
time there is a funeral, and they always station a few individuals in the prayer 
garden area during the funeral mass to keep the area clear for the inurnment.  
See handouts: Columbarium Committee Annual Report (10/8/19), Columbarium 
Wall Map, Rules and Regulations document. 
 

V. STA Vision Matrix Review.  Handout distributed: STA Vision map (goals, 
objectives, action steps).  The Vision Committee has been formed by Fr. Kyle and 
their first meeting is October 16.  We anticipate the committee will be reaching 
out to councils/committees asking for input.  Francis asked all to consider what 
we might suggest. Rod would like to know what the impact was of decisions  
made in the last visioning.  Regular assessment of our strategic priorities is 
needed.  Council members discussed: are we really a hospitable community? 
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What does a “welcoming” environment look/feel like?  Can we define 
“welcoming”?  Do we welcome all people?  Council members will wear our 
parish council name tags more frequently, for example, once a month at mass.   
 

VI. Student Council Members - Input from Discussions with Students.  Monica 
shared feedback from students on obstacles to feeling connected with our 
parish: some students find the transition from home parish to STA services to be 
difficult (e.g., STA does not use bells, incense, altar servers); the sanctuary has 
the appearance of a protestant church (e.g., lack of art); the tabernacle is in an 
awkward space not conducive to silent prayer.  Some student interest in adding 
more traditional elements to the Thursday Night Liturgy, but as someone 
pointed out, it started as an experimental student-led liturgy.  STA offers an 
opportunity for mutual learning about differing traditions.  We want to let 
students know we have heard their input and preferences.    
 

VII. Song Board - Consider Future Options:  Continued discussion of song board. 
Fr. Kyle does not see the need right now.  Some council members would like to 
see it given serious consideration.  The question of  “what problem are we trying 
to solve?” remains.  Francis will talk further with Fr. Kyle.   

 
VIII. Sharing of Comments/Discussions with Members of the Parish 

• Stewardship Ministry Team provided their minutes.   
• Meeting time conflict: Pastoral Council meetings in November and February  

conflict with Come Awake.  We cannot meet Monday (Fr Kyle’s day off), or 
Wednesday (Faith Formation).  So we will start our November and 
February meetings at 6pm and front end any agenda items for which 
students or Fr. Kyle are needed.   

• Parish Registration:  consensus that the registration form created confusion 
with parishioners.  Staff is working on revisions for next registration period.   

 
IX. Finance Report (see attachments) 

For year to date the parish is 3% below projected income and 18% below 
projected expenses. We noted that our Honduras initiative is now a separate 
corporation whose coffee sales are no longer included in our parish budget.  
Love Your Neighbor (LYN) ministry expenses are also outside the parish budget.   

 
X. President's Report 

The parish has reached an agreement with ISU on moving forward with hiring a 
Supple Chair of Catholic Studies.  More details to come! 
 

XI. Meeting adjourned at 8:40.    Go in peace!   
 

 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, November 12, 6:00 PM.  Prayer leader, Emily Beaudry.  
Secretary: Ronnie Lindeman.  
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