
STA Pastoral Council Minutes 
November 8, 2022

Present: Dawn Bratsch-Prince (secretary); Holly Carter; Fr. Kyle Digmann; Ann
Gansemer-Topf;  Scott Law (vice-chair); Ronnie Lindeman (chair);  Steve
Mahoney (Stewardship); Luke Novak;  AJ, Franny.

Absent: Brad Powers.

I. Meeting began at 7:03. Steve Mahoney led the opening prayer.

II. Finance Council. No finance council report.

III. Missionary coop appeal. (Fr. Kyle)

STA used to participate in the Archdiocese annual global mission appeal which
brought an Archdiocese-selected mission and/or cause to its parishes.  Several
years ago, the Archdiocese did away with this centralized program.  Fr. Kyle
expressed his interest in having STA continue to have a yearly mission appeal by
a globally focused organization of our choosing.  We already have a long-standing
relationship with and support mechanism for our sister parish in Honduras
which would not be impacted by this annual appeal. The Pastoral Council
discussed and approved an annual mission appeal. For next year, Fr. Kyle is
looking into inviting the organization “Food for the Poor”.  They would come to
STA, share about their mission (we can focus on one of the geographic areas they
serve: Dominican Republic, Haiti, Honduras), and provide their own envelopes
for giving,

IV. October Mass Counts/Participation.

Michael Stimmel coordinated the count of weekend Mass attendance in October.
We compared data from the past two years:

Weekend Mass Counts
Mass Times 2021 2022
4:45 PM 152 217
8:30 AM 344 350
10:30 AM 409 410
7:00 PM 218 319

While numbers are up for both evening Masses, participation for the Sunday
morning Masses are very stable.  We discussed ways to encourage parishioners
to return to the celebration of Mass.  Not everyone has returned post-pandemic.
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V. Buildings and Grounds.
There continues to be discussion about building a second columbarium in the
prayer garden.  If we continue to say “no” to building another columbarium, Fr.
Kyle asked us to consider what we “can” do to extend the columbarium option to
more parishioners.

VI. Student Report
a. Community building.  AJ

Students have shared a story about being welcomed by the STA community
even though they weren’t Catholic. One of these students really likes
being/getting involved.  STA has a reputation for being a very welcoming
parish.
Some feedback from the student community:  students have questions about
timing of Adoration and daily Mass.  Some would like the timing to vary from
day to day or have multiple opportunities each day for Mass or Adoration.
Others prefer the current standard times.  We discussed ways to be
responsive and at the same time educate students about the limitations of
what can be offered.

b. Prayer experience. Franny.
Students have been asking about whether there can be a different spot for
adoration. They feel that there is too much people traffic in the sanctuary that
disturbs those praying.  Is it possible to reorganize the chapel space?  There is
only space now for two people to pray in Adoration.  Some go to St. Cecilia’s
chapel as a better site for Adoration.

VII. Pastor’s Report

a. Sister Parish: We have three parishioners in our sister parish in Honduras
right now.  Fr. Kyle asked them to look into how we might bring some of the
sister parish parishioners to Ames in the future.

b. Pancake breakfast
The Knights of Columbus hosted a pancake breakfast in October and the
turnout was phenomenal!  A donor covered the cost of breakfast for any
student who participated.

c. Right of acceptance this weekend for 8 candidates and one baptism.

d. The special collection for Hurricane Ian relief via Catholic Charities in the
archdiocese went very well.   The All Saints Day evening mass had a very
heavy turnout. Fr. Kyle’s video series on the Eucharist is coming to an end.  He
plans on focusing the next series on Prayer.

VIII. Meeting concluded at 8:02 PM.
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Future discussion topics:
● Next steps towards a “Safety Ministry”: Scott Law
● Stewardship Steve
● Building & Grounds (including Columbarium)
● February: Invitation to Kayla Greiner (high school youth ministry); Council

Recruitment
● Other areas of interest for discussion?

Opening Prayer Leaders:
December 13: Ann
January 10:  Franny
February 14 (Valentine’s Day):  Holly
March 14: Brad
April 11: Luke
May 9: A.J.
June 13: Dawn
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