
St. Thomas Aquinas church 

Pastoral Council Meeting 

November 12, 2019, 6:10 pm. 

 

Present: Fr. Kyle Digmann, Josh Krischel, Ronnie Lindeman, K'Lynn Lynn, John Moss, Monica 

Moylan, Rod Pierce, Francis Todey (chair). 

 

Not in Attendance: Emily Beaudry, Dawn Bratsch-Prince, Brandon Brockshus 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 6:10 pm. 

 

2. Opening Prayer. Prepared by Emily Beaudry and read in her absence by Francis Todey. 

Shared reflection on the parish mission statement 

 

3. Student Lounge Renovation. The council discussed briefly the purpose of giving direction to 

the Finance Council to start developing a plan for renovation of the Student Lounge in order to 

gather the estimates of cost and fund raising needs.  The project could include new carpet, paint, 

possible furniture, etc.  Unanimous agreement was given to proceed with this very initial step. 

 

4. Peer Ministry Endowment Account. Discussion was held on the purpose of establishing an 

account at the Catholic Foundation in the Archdiocese of Dubuque in the name of the Peer 

Ministers. This fund has grown from donations from past and current peer ministers to over 

$70,000. Beyond a simple savings account, this fund will create perpetual funding for ongoing 

support of the peer ministry program.  Unanimous approval. 

 

5. Stephen Ministry. Mary Lynch and Cindy Hauber represented the Stephen Ministers to give us 

an update.  This year, 13 Care Receivers from STA benefitted from 450 hours of contact. There 

are currently 15 ministers from our parish, as well as from St. Cecilia's and Sts. Peter & Paul. 

The Collegiate Methodist Stephen Ministry (7ministers & 1 leader) are in flux at the present 

time, and may join in with ours for support.  All ministers meet in a Peer Support Group for 

their own care, and include continuing education including topics such as PTSD and dementia. 

A new site for ministry is Bethany Manor in Story City, which can be a good training place for 

new ministers to visit. Pastor David there is very supportive. Our ministers work with the 

Bereavement Committee for many referrals. The ministers' photo display was great for general 

awareness of this ministry. The $6500 budget includes a week long intense training in St. Louis. 

This year, one person is being sent with hopes to add a second one. 

 

6. Visioning Committee Update. Fr Kyle reported 2 meetings have been held to gather 

information, analyze data trends and team building.  The sheer quantity of what we do at STA is 

hard to put into a mission statement.  The organizational alignment: What we do needs to align 

with our core values and mission. An objective outside source, John Nelson, from St. Cecilia's, 

has agreed to help draft a proposal during a meeting held Thanksgiving week. Proposals will be 

brought to the Pastoral Council. 

 

7. Sharing of Comments/Discussions. 

• Stewardship Committee needs more 30 – 40 year range members 

• Parishioner commented on the scheduled group Baptism was difficult for family 

and friends to work around the date. (Perhaps they would like to schedule when 

they could take in a football game as well). The parish preference is to celebrate 



communally, as a parish, not individually. 

 

8.  Finance Report.  John Moss reported the parish is 3 % above expected income, and 12% below 

expenses, including costs on repairs on boiler pipes and valves. John proposed a budgeting process that 

would have the Council create guidelines for the fiscal budget including income limits, with a 

prioritized new item list, and items to delete. The list of 1 time budget items from last year were all 

funded, but the last month was hectic.  Items would need to be requested earlier with EXACT amounts. 

 

 9.  President's Report.   The ISU Foundation plans to hire a Chair of Religious Studies for fall 

 of 2020 with a search committee to include 1 or 2 STA parishioners. There is a chance for 1 or 2 

 classes to be taught yet this spring semester by a spouse of an ISU professor. 

  

 A seminarian from Mundelein Seminary in Illinois named Casey Flack (sp?) will visit STA in 

 spring semester to learn and absorb parish life. 

 

 The new parish registration form that was used this fall will be reworked.  Feedback is being 

 solicited for a better way of asking “Where is Christ calling me?”, not to just volunteer. 

  

 

 10. Meeting Adjourned at approximately 8:00 pm. 

 

 

 Next meeting: Tuesday, December 10. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

  Substitute Secretary, Ronnie Lindeman 

 

 

 


