
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

May 14, 2019 

Present:  Fr. Kyle, Ronnie Lindeman, Rod Pierce, John Moss, Bob Gelina, Amber Klein, and Francis Todey  

Visitors: Sr. Anne Clifford and Shari Reilly 

Absent:  Brandon Brockshus, Diane Lyon, Rose Martin, Justin Chilson, Bernadette Poduska 

 

Meeting came to order at 7:10 PM 

• Fr. Kyle provided an opening prayer. 

• Francis read the STA Mission Statement and several people shared reflections from the past month. 

• Msgr. Supple Chair of Catholic Studies at Iowa State 

o Sr. Anne Clifford is retiring as the Supple Chair, and no search for a replacement has been 

started.  The ISU Foundation indicated they would like to review the current agreement for 

the position and discuss revisions to the agreement.  Fr. Kyle met with Lisa Eslinger at the 

Foundation to discuss the agreement.  He presented the Council a list of recommendations 

from the Foundation that could be considered for inclusion in an updated agreement. 

o There was significant discussion about the impact of the Supple Chair of Catholic Studies and 

the positive impact Sr. Anne has had on students in her 11 years on campus.  Since most of 

the suggested changes in the agreement appeared to be workable, the consensus of the 

Council is to discuss updating the agreement with the Foundation.  Fr. Kyle will take the lead 

on that effort. 

• Pastoral Council Election Report 

o There were four very good candidates for the two resident parishioner seats on the Council.  

The election was close, with Emily Beaudry and Dawn Bratsch-Prince being elected to the 

three-year positions. 

o Josh Krischel was the only student on the ballot, so two of the three one-year terms for 

students are still open.  There were eight students who received multiple write-in votes.  Fr. 

Kyle will use this list as a reference when he appoints two students to the Council in the Fall. 

• STA Pastoral Council and Staff July Social 

o In lieu of a July Pastoral Council Meeting, the Council members and STA staff typically have a 

picnic.  Planning needs to begin for this event, and Ronnie Lindeman volunteered to work 

with a staff representative to select a date and plan the event. 

• STA Budget 2019-2020 

o John Moss gave a brief presentation on the proposed 2019-2020 budget.  Minor changes in 

the budget were made, as a result of the discussed at the last Pastoral Council Meeting.  The 

Finance Council reviewed the budget changes and recommend approval.  The Council briefly 

discussed the proposed budget, and approved the budget by consensus. 

• Establishing Endowments with the Catholic Foundation for the Archdiocese of Dubuque 

o Long time parishioner Rae Reilly has provided funding to establish two endowments at St. 

Thomas.  These endowments are the Rae Reilly Love Your Neighbor Endowment Fund and 

Rae Reilly Arts and Environment Endowment Fund.  These endowments will support two 

areas that Pete and Rae Reilly have supported for many years.  The Pastoral Council 



approved the establishment of these two endowments.  We are thankful to Rae for her 

generosity toward Saint Thomas. 

• Finance Report 

o The Finance Council is beginning work on the year-end forecast.  It appears income and 

expenses will be very close to balancing. 

• President’s Report 

o The Archdiocese will soon begin a special campaign to raise funds for repair of the cathedral 

in Dubuque, support for seminarians, and religious retirement.  More details will be coming 

out soon. 

o STA member Isaac Nepple has been accepted into the seminary, and will begin study this 

Fall. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30. 

 


