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St. Thomas Aquinas Church     
Pastoral Council Meeting - MINUTES 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, 7:00 pm 
Zoom Meeting  
 
Present:  Emily Beaudry, Dawn Bratsch-Prince (secretary), Fr. Kyle Digmann, Kobe Eischeid, Ann 
Gansemer-Topf, Scott Law (vice-chair), Ronnie Lindeman (chair), K’Lynn Lynn, John Moss, Lizzie 
Tecklenburg, and Francis Todey. 
 
Guest: Scott Blum (Buildings and Grounds Committee) 
 
Welcome.  Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.   

• Opening prayer was led by Lizzie Tecklenburg. 
 

• Reflection on Mission Statement:   
Gathered in the Holy Spirit, a diverse and vibrant community, 
Transformed by Jesus Christ in the Catholic Tradition, and 
Sent to be the Presence of God in Ames, ISU, and the World 

 
Business 

• Student Lounge Renovation:  Scott Blum from Buildings and Grounds Committee 
presented the Council an update on the renovation work with Storey Kenworthy.  Student 
parishioner, Anka Snyder, an Interior Design student, is working on the student lounge 
design and color palette with the goal of a brighter, more vibrant color scheme and 
improved lighting.  In addition, an important goal is to have modular furniture for greater 
flexibility and improved sound absorption with carpet.  Scott showed the Council various  

 
The question was asked: what we are trying to fix with this renovation?  Scott shared 
that the space is heavily used.  The carpet is worn out, all of the furniture is 20 years old and 
worn; the lighting is not bright enough for what occupants need; and electrical outlets are 
not numerous enough to meet student demand.  More information on the renovation 
project is available on the main STA website.   
 

 
• Finance Council Report (John Moss)  

o Review of fiscal year 2021-2022 budget draft:  Our budget for 2021-22 is 
projected to be $1,275.635 which is approximately an increase of $20K over last 
year.  That said, we have not asked units to cut budgets for the coming fiscal year, 
but units and staff are proactively planning modestly.  The Pastoral Council will 
revisit the budget projections at its April meeting, with the goal of approving the 
budget in April or at the latest at its May meeting.   

o The parish usually generates $13K in Parking lot revenue which Finance Council has 
asked be set aside in a special account to be used for Parking Lot Maintenance which 
we know is an ongoing cost.  

o The new parish software system –a change from multiple data systems to just one-- 
is a cost reduction.  

o Given the temporary absence of a development director, some has asked how to 
generate funds to support good ideas.  
 

• Personnel Committee (Fr. Kyle and Francis) 
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Council members shared feedback on the draft charge for the Personnel Committee.  Dawn 
and Scott shared via email suggestions for updating the Employee Handbook.  They noted 
that the current Handbook makes frequent reference to the role of the Personnel Committee 
so the Council’s discussion is timely on both committee and handbook is timely.  Francis will 
continue to solicit input and Council will continue the discussion on these topics next 
meeting.  

o Father received request from Tom Budnick to reduce his hours as coordinator of 
ministries. Tom has set up a good system and has delegated responsibilities so a 
smaller time commitment is needed.  Family ministry has not been robust, families 
just can’t step up to take on responsibilities.  

o Coordinator of Faith Formation:  Jen Weyers has run out of hours for the year, has 
spent a lot of hours on packets.; 4th quarter packet for families, first communion, 
summer programs.  

o We didn’t pay catechists this year, so there is approx. $3K in budget left over.   
o For this fiscal year, she is working 50% time, wants to include approx. 4 hrs/wk til 

end of fiscal year.   
o 300 extra hours requested.  

 
Should we be looking ahead and forecasting.  
 
 

• Pastoral Council Nomination Committee Needed:  Nominees are needed for April 
Elections.  There are open spots for two parishioners and three students.  Francis is working 
on a bulletin insert to send to Bobby and will send it to Emily to generate student interest.    
The Council discussed a need to ensure that all voices are included in the Council: which 
voices are missing? who needs to be approached to serve?  Young families in particular 
need to be represented.    

 
• Student Members’ Report (Lizzie and Kobe):   

TNL, Come Awake, are being held in person.  Community building and engagement is so 
important for students.  The busy person’s retreat was also greatly appreciated by students 
who participated. The SEED Conference earlier this semester inspired and transformed!  
With so many online classes this year, there is more scheduling flexibility and students have 
made more time for their faith and prayer which our student members have found uplifting 
to see.   

 
Pastor's Report (Fr. Kyle)  

• Year of St Joseph:  Pope has declared 2021 the Year of St. Joseph.  On March 19, 2021, year 
of marriage and family.   Celebration of families and the importance of love, on line, when 
kids are in bed.  Zoom.    

• Parish database changes: Moving to data base REALM for the parish – tear down walls 
between ministries. We’;llhave one unified system.  Alighns with our mission statement.   

• Search for Director of Workship:  Earch committee for director of workship. 
 
Adjourned at 8:56 PM.    
 
 
Next meetings and prayer leaders: 
April 13, Emily Beaudry 
May 11, K’Lynn Lynn 
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June 8, Dawn Bratsch-Prince 


