
St. Thomas Aquinas Church  
Pastoral Council Meeting 
February 11, 2019, 6:00 pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Room 
 
 
Present: Emily Beaudry, Dawn Bratsch-Prince (secretary), Brandon Brockhus, Fr. Kyle Digmann, 
Josh Krischel, Ronnie Lindeman (vice-chair), K’Lynn Lynn, Monica Moylan, Francis Todey (chair).  
Not in attendance: John Moss, Rod Pierce. 
Guests: Casey Fleck.  
 
 

• Meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM.  
 

• Opening prayer and reflection on the Mission Statement.  Reflection was shared on the 
recent student silent retreat, Lenten Stone Soup suppers, and the diversity of people and 
families that participate on our RCIA formation program.  Good news included that Josh has 
been accepted into Seminary and Monica will be a Focus missionary next year!   

 
• Pastoral Council Election (April 25-26):  Josh, Rod, and Brandon are leading the election 

effort, but have nothing to report yet.  There will be 2 resident and 3 student seats up for 
election.  Council members will reach out to individuals who may have ideas/talents to 
contribute and encourage them to consider standing for election.  We discussed reaching 
out intentionally to individuals from groups currently underrepresented on Council.  

 
• Seminarian Parish Ministry Experience.  Casey Fleck, a seminarian from our diocese, is 

spending the semester at St. Thomas.  Casey has been in the seminary for three years and is 
glad for this opportunity to get back into a parish community.  He is at St. Thomas to 
develop a greater understanding of priestly identity by watching and working with Fr. Kyle.  
Casey will exercise public ministry by teaching, preaching, and praying with us at St. 
Thomas.  He is developing a plan with Fr. Kyle for the work he will do in the parish.   

 
• Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget Development: John Moss was not available to present an 

update on budget development, so we instead discussed how to increase revenue, that is, 
fiscal support for the operations as well as the work of the church.  There was wide-ranging 
discussion on how to encourage giving without having it be a constant topic of discussion.  
Some suggestions included: coming up with a more visual approach to stewardship; having 
multiple/special collections to target specific needs; and/or organizing an offertory 
collection at Ash Wednesday services.   

 
• Sharing of Comments/Discussions with Member of the Parish. A member received an 

inquiry from a non-Catholic about becoming part of a bible study – inclusive approach! 
 

• Finance Report. None  
 

• President's Report.   Fr. Kyle share three updates: 
a. ISU is offering the “Intro to Catholicism” course in spring 2020; a search is 

underway for a faculty member to serve as the Supple Chair of Catholic Studies. 
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b. A planning committee has been formed to begin preparing for STA’s 75th 
Anniversary Celebration in 2022.  

c. The Visioning Committee continues to meet and is making progress.  They will be 
breaking apart the parish into multiple constituencies and goals.  What/where do 
we want to be as a parish community in 5 years?   
 

• Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.  
 

 
Next meeting changed:  Wednesday March 4, 7PM. 
 
 
Upcoming meetings:  
April 14 
May 12 
June 9 
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