
St. Thomas Aquinas Church  
Pastoral Council Meeting 
December 10, 2019, 7:00pm 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Room 
 
Present: Emily Beaudry, Dawn Bratsch-Prince (secretary), Fr. Kyle Digmann, Josh Krischel. Ronnie 
Lindeman (vice-chair), K’Lynn Lynn, John Moss, Monica Moylan, Rod Pierce, Francis Todey (chair).  
Not in attendance: Brandon Brockhus.  
 
Guests: Tom Budnick, Chris Rehmann, Kathy Trahanovsky, Paula Friedrich, Mary Ellen Wishart. 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 7:00.  
 

II. Opening prayer by Josh and reflection on our parish Mission Statement.  
 

III. Social Justice Committee (Chris Rehmann, chair): 
 

A. Love Your Neighbor (LYN) Report (distributed): LYN distributed $85K helping 
281 families this year with rent and utilities with one of its goals being 
homelessness prevention.  LYN funds come from STA’s 2.5% tithe plus individual 
donations (proportion is 1/3 tithe + 2/3 individual). LYN limits funding requests to 
$300/per family per year.  Demand continues to be high and there is ongoing need 
for donations.  The diocesan newspaper The Witness published an article on LYN’s 
efforts.  Discussion ensued of consistent income needed through the year, with summer 
being the most challenging time.  
 

B. Annual Report on Committee Activities: The two feet of social justice are charity 
to those in need AND addressing the systemic causes of need which the committee 
aims to address.  In addition to LYN, the committee also funds social justice grants.  
This year there were 17 grants awarded totaling $24,750.  The committee aims to 
host three presentational events each year.  This year the topics included 
immigration and refugees; mental health first aid; and a series of letters in the 
bulletin by Fr. Kyle on the sexual abuse scandal in the Church. Some of these topics 
have been shared as part of Sunday Seminars (held between 8:30 and 10:30 
masses).   
 

C. Proposal:  The committee shared a proposal asking the Pastoral Council to add a 
parish budget line item of $3000 to support STA’s membership in AMOS (A Mid-
Iowa Organizing Committee).  AMOS is a partnership of many religious and 
community organizations that work together to address community needs.  The 
Social Justice Committee currently uses its own grant money to pay for the parish’s 
membership in AMOS but would prefer to use its grant money for others, and not 
itself.  The committee has asked the Pastoral Council to consider its request.  
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D. Visioning Committee:  This committee is working on updating the parish vision 
statement.  It has met twice and will meet once more before end of semester.    

 
E. Sharing of Comments/Discussions with Member of the Parish.  

a. The annual gifts to newborn drive will continue despite the closing of 
Birthright.  This year gifts will go to Martha’s House of Hope instead.   

b. There was a brief discussion on whether the Stephen’s Ministry group could 
meet at STA during break when the building is closed.  This will be taken up 
with parish staff.   

c. Josh will be graduating from ISU in December but will continue to be in 
Ames and is willing to continue on Pastoral Council as a student rep. No 
objections to this.   
 
 

F. Finance Council Report (see attachments)  
Finance Council reports that our income in 9% under budget, while expenses are 
17% under budget.  Envelope giving is down some, while offertory collection is up.  
Finance is working through the budgeting process and is trying to do some zero-
based budgeting.  They are looking at what new activities/expenses might we have, 
which activities/expenses might we eliminate, and which activities/expenses are no 
longer justified.  Finance asked Pastoral Council to bring any new budgeting 
priorities to our next meeting for discussion.  By our February meeting Finance will 
present a roll-up of the budget and the items from each ministry.  

 
G. President's Report.  No updates. 
 
H. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  Go in peace!   
 

 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, January 14, 7:00 PM.  Prayer leader, Monica.   


