
St. Thomas Aquinas Church  
Pastoral Council Meeting 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020, 7:00 pm 
Web Meeting  
 
 
Present: Emily Beaudry, Dawn Bratsch-Prince (secretary), Fr. Kyle Digmann, Josh Krischel, 
Ronnie Lindeman (vice-chair), John Moss, Monica Moylan, Rod Pierce, Francis Todey 
(chair).  Guest: Casey Fleck 
Not in attendance:  K’Lynn Lynn 
 

• Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  
 

• Opening prayer led by Brandon Brockhus.   
 

• Reflection on the Mission Statement: enthusiasm for the way virtual Holy Week 
was led; gratefulness for how people and communities are supporting each other 
and reaching out.  Fr. Kyle is/will be sending out mailings to the parish community 
more frequently to ensure connection.  
 

• All Parish Meeting:  We discussed the options of rescheduling our all-parish 
meeting, not holding it at all, or hold it virtually.  The majority felt that an 
interactive, live meeting would serve the parish community best.  Several virtual 
options were discussed, Zoom or live streaming options were considered. Live 
streaming was seen to be the easiest and best option for the parish (just one click) 
with parishioners forwarding in advance their questions for the speakers/panelists 
to address.  Francis will explore how to organize this with Fr. Kyle, targeting a May 
timeframe.  

 
• Pastoral Council Elections: These were scheduled for April 25-26.  Since normal 

parish operations are not what they would be this year and stability is much needed, 
the Archbishop has supported parishes extending by one year the appointments of 
all Pastoral Council members such that no elections are held this year.  Monica and 
Josh will be leaving STA so we will look into identifying two student replacements.  
We will send out a call for nominations and interested individuals and see if there 
are two student volunteers to serve.  If no student comes forward, Fr. Kyle will 
identify two students to serve.  

 
• Current Fiscal Year Budget:  For April, our income will come in on or near budget. 

Parishioners have contributed generously to support the parish during this 
challenging period of time.  There will be some changes in our development efforts 
which will reduce expenses.  The parish has been granted a forgivable government 
payroll protection grant of $132K which is a great assistance. It covers payroll and 
utilities for 8 weeks.  
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• Sharing of Comments/Discussions with Members of the Parish:  Appreciation 
was expressed for: the sense of family that so many parishioners have with the STA 
community; the sense of connection, and good and frequent communications from 
the parish during this time.  Fr. Kyle raised the question of having the church open 
during the day and the potential for vandalism/safety concerns.  There was 
consensus that the church should remain open during the day, but there was also 
support for either reduced hours or limit physical access to the building.   

 
• Finance Report:  Budget was discussed earlier in the meeting. We don’t have a 

good sense of next year’s budget.  We haven’t put capital improvement in the budget 
for next year ($20K) but we will leave it out in case we have to cut.  Salary increases 
may be cut as well.  There is a lot of uncertainty right now. 

   
• President's Report:  Fr. Kyle and Casey have been focusing on ministry and 

keeping the parish community connected during this period of social distancing and 
self-isolation.  Live-streamed mass has been incredibly popular, and more people 
are participating online than in real life!  Fr. Kyle and Casey are posting short videos 
on various topics of interest to maintain connections.  We discussed a virtual “coffee 
and donuts” one Sunday. Vocations week is coming up amnd Fr. is going to 
interview STA alumi who have become priests to hear their stories.  Fr has been to 
the hospital, the hospice house, care centers (as possible), visiting with people.  
Stephen Ministry continues by phone.  Communion ministers are also connecting 
with parishioners by phone.  It is important to remember that despite the current 
barriers to in-person gatherings, we can still bring Christ and his presence to the 
community.  On a separate note, due to the current prohibition on travel and faculty 
searches at Iowa State, the search for a new Supple Endowed Chair of Catholic 
Studies is on hold until next academic year.  

 
• Meeting adjourned at 8:30.  

 
• Go in peace!  

 
Next meeting: May 12 and June 9 
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