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STANEWS

75 YEARS STRONG!
The St. Thomas Aquinas Parish and Catholic 

Student Center community opened our 75th 
anniversary celebration at the Jan. 29-30 

weekend liturgies. The observance included a recent 
stewardship tradition, “Nametag Sunday,” which helps 
us connect names and faces and opens conversations. 
On this weekend, Mass-goers were invited to include a 
number on their nametag, their years at STA -- 1, 8, 17, 
31, 56 or 63, for example. Two men, Bill Judge and Joe 
Stritzel, could proudly write “75.” (Read more about 
them on the back page.)

Reflecting on STA’s strengths, Judge said, “We’ve 
been really fortunate with our history of talented, 
congenial, holy priests. They all are just a cut above the 
rest.”

He’s right. As recorded in the parish’s 25-year 
history about founding pastor James Supple, “the 
personal magnetism of this dynamic priest was the 
drawing card that brought thousands of students closer 
to Christ.” Supple’s uncanny ability to remember faces, 
names and hometowns is legendary, nearly 20 years 
after his death. The five pastors who succeeded him also 
were compelling leaders.

Another truth about STA’s staying power is reflected 
in our name. We have the privilege of being a resident 
parish in a vibrant community but also the responsibility 
of serving as a spiritual incubator for Catholic students 
at the largest college in the archdiocese. The need to 

meet students where they are and evolve programming 
that’s meaningful to them keeps our parish receptive -- 
from Newman Club-hosted Legion of Mary gatherings, 
dances, retreats and daily rosary recitations in the 
1950s, to service trips beyond Iowa, Catholic lecture 
series and Catholic instruction via an endowed faculty 
position at ISU, and Come Awake faith testimonials 
today.

Despite being a western outpost for the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque, STA has enjoyed a role in many of its 
pilot efforts: a lay council to replace the pastor-trustee 
leadership structure, multi-family celebrations of 
infant baptisms, student-planned night liturgies or a 
collaboration with FOCUS campus missionaries.

The last leg on the STA milk stool is an amazing 
network of alumni and parents who support this 
community with prayers and more. Across 75 years, 
jobs and families may take them away from Ames, but 
loyalty and great memories keep them connected. For 
that, we are grateful.

Join us!
75th Anniversary Mass
7 p.m. Sunday, April 24

Find the livestream link at staparish.net.



From the Pastor:From the Pastor:  Strong Mission 75 Years of Blessings at STA
It has been 75 years since students 

and families began gathering 
and worshiping together in what 
affectionately was known as “The 
Old House.” From the early days 
of Msgr. Supple to this day, the 
grace and love of Christ have been 
experienced by thousands through 
our parish family. And this is 
something to celebrate! 

Since the day of my arrival here at 
St. Thomas Aquinas nearly four years 
ago, the love of our parish family 
was palpable. I have heard story 
after story of people whose lives 
were changed by their experience here at STA: Msgr. 
Supple’s joyful personality and infectious laugh, many 
who found their Catholic faith coming here to Iowa 
State, the love and labor many have given on service 
trips and to our sister parish. For these 75 years, the 
love of Christ has been alive in our parish family here 
in Ames and has spread to the entire world.

One of the unique aspects of our parish family is 
that it extends beyond our four (or more) walls here in 
Ames. Alumni who were transformed by Christ during 
their time at STA may have gone on to different places, 
but they are still (and always will be) very much 
part of our parish family. One of my favorite things 
is when our alumni come back for Homecoming or 
just to visit and share stories of how STA impacted 
their lives. Interestingly, it’s not just student lives that 
change. A number of parents have shared with me 
that their own faith has grown from witnessing their 
children grow in their faith while at STA. 

Fr. Kyle Digmann | Pastor

The mission of our parish family 
impacts the future of the Church. 
People who have been sent forth 
to love and serve after their time 
at ISU are transforming the world 
around them. Some have become 
missionaries, taking their faith to 
other mission fields. It is a privilege 
to celebrate the weddings of 
graduates who have gone forth to 
become very active in the parishes 
and communities where they have 
settled. A number of young men 
discerned the priesthood here at 
STA and have since been ordained 

priests to live lives of love and service. This last year, 
all three men ordained priests for the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque were ISU/STA alumni. What has been done 
at STA over the past 75 years has had a major impact 
for the future of the Church. 

As we celebrate 75 years as a parish family, we 
give thanks. We give thanks for every person who 
worked to make our ministry possible. We give thanks 
for everyone who contributed to STA becoming a 
vibrant community where the love and grace of God 
is experienced. And we give thanks to God who 
continues to bless us with His never-failing love that 
continues to spread in and through our parish family.

St. Thomas Aquinas, pray for us.

Fr. James Supple
1947-1980

Fr. Pat Geary
1980-1987

Fr. Dan Knepper
1987-1993

Fr. Ev Hemann
1993-2009

Fr. Jon Seda
2009-2018

Fr. Kyle Digmann
2018-prseent

The 6 Pastors of STA

April 8, 1947
Founding of Saint Thomas Aquinas 

Church and Catholic Student Center.

August 1954
Newman Club is 
recognized as the 
nation’s best at the 
national convention.

May 24, 1954
Dedication of the basement 

church.  Newman Center 
basement chapel becomes 
a kitchen, classrooms, and 

student lounge.

1964
Fr. Supple launches “Christian Culture” 
lectures with renowned guest speakers, 
including Maria Von Trapp, whose story 
inspired “The Sound of Music.”

February 2, 1964
Dedication of the above-ground church.

February 8, 1967
First communal confession service.April 21-23, 1967

First Antioch Retreat December 
1968
First guitar folk Mass 
in Iowa features a 
14-person band and 
choir.

August 1970
Student-led Wednesday Night Liturgies 

begin as an experiment.

1971
Appalachia Committee, an Ames service group led 
by STA parishioners (such as Lois & Joe Johanns), 

begins organizing 4-5 services trips each year to 
rural Kentucky. Fall 1977

Peer minister program is established and four 
students move into the Student Center.January 1980

Parishioner Esther Burns’ gift establishes the Love 
Your Neighbor emergency assistance fund. August 1980

STA students open the Loaves & Fishes 
Hospitality House (a forerunner to Ames’ 
Emergency Residence Project).

August 1997
Dr. Jaime Vidal arrives as the inaugural 
holder of the Supple Endowed Chair of 

Catholic Studies at Iowa State. April 29, 2000
Dedication of the expanded worship space, 
new gathering space, and renovated offices and 
student center.

June 2007
Campus minister John Donaghy leaves 

STA after 24 years to work with our 
sister parish, Dulce Nobre de Maria, in 

Santa Rosa de Copan, Honduras.
September 
2008
First New Student 
Retreat

September 25, 2012
Arson’s fire in the balcony forces evacuation.   

Weekend liturgies return on April 20, 2013. August 2016
A first “campus missionary,” Kristen Lenhart, 
leads outreach to students on campus.

March 28, 2020
STA livestreams first Mass in the COVID-19 
pandemic.  In-person liturgies resume at STA 

on June 13. April 8, 2022
STA celebrates 75 years of our faith community!
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Founding members share memories
Bill JudgeBill Judge was a young lad, not quite 7, growing up on a farm southwest 

of Ames the spring St. Thomas Aquinas parish was incorporated. Ioway 
Creek (Squaw Creek in those days) became the boundary for Ames’ 

two Catholic parishes.  Bill graduated from Napier school and completed a 
bachelor’s degree in animal science at Iowa State in 1962. He and his wife, Patsy, 
raised two children and farmed a half-mile from his boyhood home, retiring in 
2011. He’ll celebrate his 82nd birthday in June.  Bill was one of six parishioners 
appointed in 1966 by Fr. Supple to form the first lay parish council. 
Did you know?

Bill and Patsy’s June 23, 1963, wedding was the first in the “new” upper 
church. Except that it was so new, it wasn’t actually finished. The north half 
contained pews, but the terrazzo floor south of the altar platform wasn’t 
completed, and Bill remembers his tuxedo and shoes were a dusty mess from 
his groom’s route to the altar. They were married by Fr. Supple.
Earliest memory of St. Thomas Aquinas:

“The first time my family went to Mass in the chapel of the Newman 
Center basement, I remembers the walls were a cantaloupe color. That made 
an impression on me; I knew we were in a different climate.”
The Newman Club rosary tradition:

“I used to attend coffee hour from 4 to 5 p.m. on weekdays in the basement 
of the Newman Center. It was just coffee and conversation, and then at 5 
we’d all go over to the basement church (now the lower lounge) and pray the 
rosary. Every day, 50-60 college students attended.”

Joe Stritzel Joe Stritzel, who will celebrate his 100th birthday in June, was a 24-year-
old G.I. from the Cleveland area working on a bachelor’s degree in 
agronomy at Iowa State College in the spring of 1947. Joe landed in Iowa 

mostly because Iowa State had housing for him and Ohio State didn’t -- but 
he never left. He completed three agronomy degrees -- B.S. in 1949, M.S. in 
1953 and Ph.D. in 1958 -- and spent his career as an Extension agronomist 
(1950-63) and later an agronomy teaching faculty member (1963-87) at the 
university.  “I got to Ames a year before Fr. Supple. I used to enjoy reminding 
him of that,” Joe shares.

Joe and home economics student Marcella Hill met at Newman Club 
activities at St. Thomas. They married in 1950 and raised nine children 
on Welch Avenue. Marcella died in 2007.  Joe served as president of STA’s 
Newman Club in 1948-49, and later as a parish council president in the 1960s.
Earliest memory of St. Thomas Aquinas:

“On Saturday nights, ordinarily there would be dances in the Great Hall 
at the Memorial Union. When the dance was over, six to eight of us guys 
from St. Thomas would get all the chairs out and get the Great Hall set up for 
Sunday morning Masses.”
Why did you stay?

“There were a lot of good leaders here. Fr. Supple was innovative and 
instituted programs that were really useful to people. The pastors have always 
been so wonderful, and now we have this wonderful young priest. Wow! 
That’s why my loyalty always has been to St. Thomas.”


