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Community during COVID

Kobe finds community, God during the pandemic with your support

“T

he months leading up to COVID were
some of the most consistent in my faith. I
was seeing God in the simpler things and
finding Him in the people in my life.
When everything changed, the effects struck hard
and quickly. I realized a few things though. If I was in
a good place in my faith and was still heavily affected,
imagine the difficulties of someone who was already
struggling. At a certain point, there was a looming
feeling of needing someone. I realized I needed to be
that someone for others.
Setting up one-on-one chats with friends from STA has been very
beneficial to me. During the time of COVID, everyone is struggling
in some way, yet it can be so easy not to reach out. I’ve now set up
weekly, recurring conversations with a few friends and trying to
reach out to others along the way as well.
One takeaway that has been abundantly clear is the importance of
people. This is an unprecedented time to grow closer with friends,
family members, and especially God. Instead of continuing to ask
God why I couldn’t spend this time with my dear friends in Ames,
I began asking myself why couldn’t I use this time to spend more
time with God. The wild trajectory and immersion in the craziness
of life is typically such a roadblock to growing in faith. With
COVID, the roadblock went away. What was left was a confusing
monotony. My choice was to make it a fruitful monotony.”
Kobe Eischeid is a senior from Carroll, Iowa.

Above: Kobe (top, second from
right) at the Antioch Retreat.
While not physically with friends
now, Kobe still connects to his
STA community virtually on a
regular basis. Your support
allows students like Kobe to create
a faith foundation that sustains
them, even through difficult times.
Top: Lizzie Tecklenburg, Cambrie
Lane, Ally Radermacher, and
Cristina Bañuelos-Moriel on the
New Student Retreat. Your support
brought 224 students on a retreat
in the 2019-2020 school year!
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“These students taught me that Campus Ministry
cannot be reduced to a fun time in the lounge or free
pizza; it is about encountering Christ.” - Fr. Kyle

Q&A with Campus Ministry

Cristina interviews Emily Klaus about Campus Ministry during COVID

From the Pastor

S

hortly after the ISU students left on spring
break, I heard they would not be returning
to campus. My first thought was, “Oh no!
They are going to be away from STA, lose contact
with Christ, their souls lost for all eternity, and it’s
going to be all my fault.” That may be a little overdramatic, but it was my fear. How were we going
to minister to our students without them actually
being here? What I had forgotten (and often forget)
is the heart of our Campus Ministry is not our
“program” but an authentic encounter with Christ.
These students taught me that Campus Ministry
cannot be reduced to a fun time in the lounge or
free pizza; it is about encountering Christ. What I
have seen in the students during this time of “social

Above: Fr. Kyle welcomes a group of students at
the Welcome Back Cookout.
Top: Fr. Kyle offering drive-through confession.

distance” is an incredible example of spiritual unity.
The students are going out of their way to connect
and pray together. They are holding student leader
formation sessions over Zoom, tuning into live
stream TNL, participating in virtual small groups,
and coming to drive-thru confessions.
Over the past few months, I have seen an
increase in authentic relationships and encounters
with Christ. The isolation has not caused
students to lose contact with Christ. Instead, they
seek a deeper relationship with Him. Students
are constantly coming to pray in the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel, they continue to “bother” me
for Reconciliation (I am happy to be bothered),
and they are hungry for the Eucharist. When we
returned to public mass, one of the students was
even brought to tears after receiving the Lord’s
Body and Blood for the first time in months.
I cannot say what impact COVID will have on
the world in the future. But I am pretty sure that
it has been a pivotal moment in the spiritual lives
of our students. Rather than drifting away and
losing their faith, it has awakened a deeper desire
and hunger for Christ. Not that I am biased, but I
feel like I have a front-row seat to the forming and
shaping of the future saints of our Church.
Fr. Kyle Digmann | Pastor

What is Campus Ministry up to when students are
spread across the state and country? Cristina
Bañuelos-Moriel (above, left) catches up on Zoom
with Director of Campus Ministry, Emily Klaus
(right) about how STA ministered to students
during the spring semester and into the summer.
C: Describe yourself in 150 characters or less.
E: I’m married. I’m a mom of three kids, Max,
Eliza, and Anna. I love reading, board games,
being Catholic, and spreading the love of the Lord
with others.
C: How has it been interacting with students
during COVID-19?

E: I’ve found that conversations are really direct
and to the point. When people want to talk,
they’re ready to talk, and they’re ready to talk
about things they might not have been willing to
talk about before COVID.
C: What does ministry look like these days?
E: It is all Zoom! Our students were incredible
in transitioning with everything. Students knew
it was necessary to continue their leadership,
they wanted to continue serving the community
and their peers, and they needed it themselves
too so they got creative. People continued to
feel affirmed in their faith, continue to grow, and
continue the flourishing of the community.
C: How have you seen the need of authentic
friendship during this time?
E: There’s this desire by students to be surrounded
by others and to be known, loved, and cared for.
Students are being more intentional. It’s just
happening out of the yearning in their own hearts.
They are flourishing in really incredible ways that
I couldn’t have even imagined a year ago.

Partner in Mission:
Garrett Schieber

“My senior year I remember sitting in the lower
lounge at STA, drinking some fair trade coffee, and
thinking about how grateful to have them as part of
my college experience. STA has provided me with
so much, including a strong Catholic foundation, a
real appreciation for faith in action, and many great
friends and memories. As a result (and to quote
the football coach from my time), I’m so proud to
be your football coach a donor. I know that donors
make possible many of the things that made STA so
great, and I felt called to help give other students
the opportunities that I had during my time at ISU.”

Garrett graduated from Iowa State in 2015
mechanical engineering and is now a PhD
candidate at Georgia Tech. He married his wife,
Kaelynn, in 2018. While at STA, Garrett served as
a summer peer minister, was a service and justice
team leader, and led a small group.

Pray for STA

Will you join us in prayer for the following
intentions for the student community at STA?
• For the health of all of our students, faculty,
and staff
• For all of us to see the reality of racism and
free us to challenge and uproot it from our
society, our world, and ourselves
• For those who are afraid, discriminated
against, and marginalized
• For our students who seek Christ in a new
way through the Sacraments of Initiation
Let us pray for you! Email alumni@staparish.net
with your prayer intentions!

With your support...

145
80

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY

who embraced their baptismal call
to spread Christ’s light on campus
to their peers.

50

We want to ‘STA’ connected with you! You can
help us by:

•

SMALL GROUPS

of students leading their peers
into a deeper relationship with
God and their faith community.

Help us ‘STA’ in touch!

•

VIRTUAL MEETINGS

When one door closes, a virtual window opens.
attendees weekly, joining as one
After students left campus, STA continued
community to celebrate the source
to minister to students in over 250 virtual
and summit of our faith.
meetings, prayer groups, and small groups.

VOLUNTEER STUDENT LEADERS

•

250+

Making sure your contact information is
updated, especially your mailing address,
email address, and cell phone number.
While you’re at it, share with us your fondest
memory of STA (if you can pick just one!).
Help your friends reconnect with STA by
encouraging them to do the same.

Please send your updates to Sue by calling STA at
515.292.3810, emailing alumni@staparish.net, or
filling out the update form online at:
staparish.net/campus-ministry/alumni-friends.
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BIG THANKS!

for making our work
on campus possible.
We couldn’t do what
we do without you!

I’m in! In response

to the gifts the Lord has
given me, I want join in the
mission of STA and invest
in the faith lives of the
college students!
Name: __________________________________
Street: __________________________________
City, State Zip: ___________________________
Phone: _______________________ (cell home)
Email: __________________________________

My gift of $___________ is enclosed.
I commit to making a monthly gift! I’ve
signed up online at www.staparish.net/give.
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