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STANEWS

A Legacy of Faith
Fr. Supple’s love for college ministry honored through an endowment

“No one can forget Fr. Supple literally 
dancing down the aisle, so joyfully 
singing.  It ‘sent’ us out into our 

community on such a positive note!” Marty Carney 
fondly remembers.  Fr. James Supple was the first 
pastor of the newly incorporated STA in 1947.  “Young 
people were always infinitely important to Fr. Supple.  
He understood how crucial a Christian foundation is for 
the students.  He was a great man with a greater cause. 
Where else do you see pews filled with college age 
kids… without their parents?” Tom Carney shares.

To realize his vision of supporting college students, 
Fr. Supple established the Supple Endowment to 
create the Chair of Catholic Studies on the ISU 
campus.  He succeeded in his original goal and also 
partially funded the Campus Ministry program at STA.

“Fr. Supple met each person where they were at 
in their faith journey.  He welcomed all, brought an 
easiness and openness with humor, kindness, and 
humility.  His wisdom, persistent prayers, and total 
love of God challenged each of us to use our gifts in 
Christ-like ways.  Fr. Supple honored diversity and 
social justice as cornerstones of St. Thomas.  We give 
to and hope that the Supple Endowment will fully fund 
Campus Ministry and continue his vision,” Marty says.  

Today, the endowment continues to grow through 
the gifts of parishioners, parents, alumni, and friends 
of STA.  As members of our community gift to this 

Banner photo: Fr. Supple meets with a group of 
students in 1952 for a Legion of Mary meeting.  
Today, students are still meeting for prayer and 
fellowship at STA.  Above:  Fr. Supple married 
Marty & Tom Carney in 1982.  The Carneys honor 
his memory through their involvement in the Supple 
Board and by giving to the endowment.

endowment, it continues to grow and is worth $5.55 
million today (for details on how this funds Campus 
Ministry, see the back page).  All gifts given through 
this issue of the STA newsletter will be added to the 
endowment.  Gifts are also welcome to the endowment 
at any time; your support is greatly appreciated!



“It is a dream of mine - one that began with Msgr. 
Supple - that our Campus Ministry is fully funded through 

the endowment and has eternal life.” - Fr. Kyle

From the Pastor: From the Pastor: Eternal Life

Partners in Mission
Young alumni support endowment in thanksgiving for their experiences

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As a priest I am all about eternal life.  I love our 
students here at STA and what I want more than 
anything for them is to know the joy of serving the 
Lord in this life and to spend eternity with Him in 
heaven.  Our main mission in Campus Ministry is 
to bring souls to know the beauty and joy of Christ.  

The Supple Endowment, in a way, gives our 
Campus Ministry eternal life.  Year after year I 
know we will have much of our ministry needs and 
expenses met by the yearly distribution from the 
endowment.  And I know that this will be there in 
10 years, 50 years and in perpetuity.  

I love being a priest but I don’t always love 
trying to figure out budget restrictions.  The 
endowment allows us the freedom and security to 
know that we will have the resources to love and 
serve our students assisting them on their way to be 
the next saints in the Church and in heaven.  It is a 
gift, in many ways, not to have to worry or be held 
back by budget restrictions but to simply be free to 
serve our students.

It is a dream of mine - one that began with Msgr. 
Supple - that our Campus Ministry is fully funded 
through the endowment and has eternal life.  This 
would be a great gift to provide our students what 
they need to be on the way to know the beauty 
and joy of Christ here at STA, Iowa State and 
eventually, heaven. 

In Christ,

Fr. Kyle Digmann | Pastor

“Both of us had deep conversions in our faith from being a part of the 
STA community. We couldn’t be more grateful for our college days of 
theological conversations in the student lounge, adoration and mass 
in the chapel, being a part of and leading small groups, creating holy 
friendships, and much more. We really wanted to support the endowment 
because of the growth we have experienced in our time at STA, but even 
more so now that they have partnered with FOCUS. College is a time 
where temptation is high and students need more direction and guidance 
than ever in their journey towards Jesus Christ. With that being said, we 
have seen incredible fruit from those involved in FOCUS who become 
lifelong disciples seeking to proclaim the Gospel.”
Stephen is a 2013 ISU accounting alumnus now working as Vice President 
of Operations at People’s Credit Union.  Elise is a 2015 ISU  music alumna.  
She was a music teacher but is now a stay-at-home mom with daughter, 
Bernadette, and baby #2, due in October. They live in Ankeny, Iowa.

“I came to Iowa State eager for knowledge, and I came to St. Thomas 
Aquinas eager for Christian community. Along the way, I participated and 
served in Sunday mass and Thursday Night Liturgy. I became a Small Group 
Leader. I deepened in knowledge of myself and my relationship with God. 
Since my time in Ames, I’ve been blessed with a beautiful family and the 
ability to help support us, both spiritually and financially. My husband and I 
are proud to contribute to the Endowment Fund to sustainably support STA 
and the ongoing efforts to feed students’ spiritual needs.”
Corona is a 2015 ISU alumna with a Civil Engineering degree and now is 
doing consulting work for ISG.  She and her husband, James, reside with 
their daughter, Meredith, in Trempealeau, Wisconsin.   

Corona (Kenowski) Woychik

Stephen & Elise (Huber) Kesten



Name: __________________________________

Street: __________________________________ 

City, State Zip:  ___________________________

Phone:  _______________________ (cell   home)

Email:  __________________________________

Yes! With my gift/pledge, I will contribute 
to the Fr. Supple Endowment today!
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Support the Supple 
Endowment Today!

Fr. Supple’s dream was that one 
day the alumni would fully support 

Campus Ministry.
 

All gifts made through this issue of the STA 
newsletter will go directly to the Supple Endowment.

**  Iowa residents that donate will be eligible for an 
Endow IA Tax Credit. **

If you would like more information on the 
Endowment or how to give, contact Sue Winer by 

calling St. Thomas Aquinas at 515.292.3810 or 
by emailing alumni@staparish.net.  

FA20N

The STA community 
has been dedicated to 
supporting and serving 
students on their faith 
journey while at ISU.  
Funding has traditionally 
come from the parish 
budget, but now the source 
of revenue supporting 
Campus Ministry is shifting.  
Fiscal Year 7/2016 - 6/2017 
saw 20% of the revenues 
coming from Endowments.  
This percent is budgeted 
to increase to 40% for FY 
2020-2021.  As final pledge 
payments are paid from 
our 2017 Catching Souls 
Campaign, we are projecting 
that 70% of the revenue 
needed to support our 
growing Campus Ministry 
efforts will come from 
Endowments beginning 
in FY 2024-2025.   Your 
support can help increase 
that percentage even more.  

I will make an outright gift of $_______.
I will make a total pledge of $_______ 
     to be paid with a: 
     monthly  / quarterly  /  annually
     gift of $ _____ over the next ___ years.
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