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So much change and 
transformation happened 

this year! Coming out of the 
pandemic has been a long 
process, one for which we can 
look back and be grateful for. 
This has given us an opportunity 
to see what is really working, 

what isn’t, and what could be. 
There is a newness of life in our 

students to dive back into “regularly 
scheduled programming,” but also to 

think bigger and with creativity. 
A student approached me in the fall to find time for some 

Catholic women in healthcare to speak to our students on the 
harms of birth control and the beauty of fertility. That desire grew 
into a two day conference that explored those topics as well as 
marriage and dating. Over 50 students attended! It was a beautiful 
example of our students’ creativity and newness coming to life.

We also have continued our outreach to the fraternity and 
sororities on campus. Things have really taken off this year with 
the beginning of “Greek Nights.”  Our FOCUS (Fellowship of 
Catholic University Students) missionaries started periodic nights 
of testimony, adoration, and confession hosted in Greek houses! 
Catholic Student Ambassadors from these houses volunteer their 
house to host and the invitations begin. It has taken many years to 
make in-roads with the Greek community and thinking bigger, with 
creativity, this year has “made all things new.”

I look forward with great hope and expectation to this coming 
year as we continue the growth kick started in this last year. With 
your help we can continue to “make all things new!”

            Peace in Christ,            

  
 
  Emily Klaus  |  Director of Campus Ministry



Antioch Retreat

Welcome Back BBQ

SEEK Conference

STA Mission Statement
At Saint Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center, 

we are gathered in the Holy Spirit, a diverse and vibrant 
community, transformed by Jesus Christ in the Catholic 

Tradition, and sent to be the presence of God in Ames, Iowa 
State University, and the world.

Behold, 
I make

all things
new.

Revelation 21:5



College can be a difficult time full 
of many decisions for freshman 
students.  Learning how to 
manage schoolwork, making 
new friends, and even doing 
laundry can be daunting 
tasks for young adults.  At 
STA, our mission is to help 
students connect to Christ 
and community to ease the 
transition to adulthood and help 
them grow into an adult faith life. 
Having a place where students can feel 
safe and at home is not only important to their college years, 
but to their journey into deeper relationship with Christ.  

Rising sophomore, Stephen Brandt, knows his experience at 
Iowa State was greatly influenced by the home he found at 
STA.

“When I came up to Iowa State from Texas my freshman year, 
I didn’t know anyone. The STA community welcomed me 
and made me feel at home. My small group and TNL became 
my lifelines. They helped to ground me every week as I was 
inundated with demanding new challenges.”

“Gathering” is more than just bringing people in the door.  
It’s about allowing students to be seen, heard, and known.  
The sense of community is what not only brings students 
in the door, but gives them the desire to come back and go 
deeper. Stephen is grateful for the opportunities provided to 

in the holy spirit,   a diverse and vibrant communityGathered



in the holy spirit,   a diverse and vibrant community

Above:  We were so happy to welcome so many freshman and other new 
students at our fall New Student Retreat.  Your support gave over 50 
students the opportunity to connect with new friends through their new 
faith community at STA! 

him through STA, which is only made possible through the 
generous support of so many benefactors.

“At the Catholic Center, many students reached out to me, and 
through their kindness, encouraged me to make the effort to 
come back every week so that I could grow closer to Christ and 
his Church. This community really supported me as I grew in 
my relationship with Christ. The retreats which STA offered 
helped solidify my conversion of heart. I am very grateful for 
the STA community.”



by jesus   christ in the catholic traditionTransformed
Helena Bridwell (pictured to 
the right in the middle) is 
an incredible example 
of our mission 
statement coming to 
life. 

After a journey 
of transformation 
by Christ through 
Catholic friends at 
ISU, Helena joined 
the Church and was 
baptized at St. Thomas 
Aquinas on Easter 2021.  
Just a few months later   
at the beginning of the fall    
2021 semester,  she chose to give back and serve STA by 
helping lead Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). 

Helena has been changed by her relationship with Jesus, with 
the example of her peers, and she wants others to experience 
this transformation too.  Helena knows her unique place 
in helping others join the Church:  “I understand their 
experience! I also didn’t grow up Catholic, I also don’t always 
know the cultural things happening. It helps those in RCIA to 
feel like they, too, can ask questions and not know things.” 

With Helena’s accompaniment on the path of discernment 
for candidates and catechumens has produced many fruits 
of growth. This year’s newest members of the Church have 
gone from not being able to identify God in their lives to 
each person being able to see God in a long list of ways each 



by jesus   christ in the catholic tradition

Graduating seniors gather for a photo at the last TNL (Thursday 
Night Liturgy) of the year in May 2022.  Thanks to your support, 
these seniors were transformed by Christ at STA!

week. Helena shares, “If I can see the transformation in them, 
I can believe in the transformation that has happened and is 
happening in me.” 

As we like to say, transformed people transform other people. 
At STA people are transformed by Jesus Christ to be sent into 
the world to be the presence of God!  Thank you for providing 
the resources that allow these faith-filled transformations to 
impact not only STA, but every community that our students 
encounter once they graduate!

Photo on opposite page:  Helena, pictured second from left, with students 
she walked with as an RCIA volunteer.  This past Easter, she  and is 
celebrating with them at their first Easter as Catholics!



to be the presence of god    in isu, ames, and the worldSent
Walking with students as they 
journey towards Christ is 
our primary mission.  
However, often we are 
also blessed with the 
opportunity to watch 
as students find their 
vocational call!

Connor and Gabi 
Gorton met at STA 
and stating dating in 
the fall of 2018.  During 
their time at ISU and STA, 
they grew in their love 
of Christ through prayer, leadership, 
and community.  In December of 2021, they got married at 
STA. After graduation, they have been sent forth as FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University Students) missionaries to 
another college campus to share the Gospel!

Gabi is grateful for the faith formation she received at STA and 
how it has impacted her role as a missionary:  “The formation 
I received through STA on how to pray, live each day for God, 
lead Bible studies, give talks, and encourage others in their 
faith has given me the confidence and skills to continue these 
practices as a missionary. When we love God and live for him, 
we can’t help but share that love and life with others, and 
that’s what St. Thomas has sent me out to do! 

Connor’s experience of authentic friendship at STA allowed 



to be the presence of god    in isu, ames, and the world

Fall Student Leader Retreathim to more deeply encounter 
Christ, and then share that 
experience with others: “My 
experience of community and 
authentic friendship at STA 
helped provide me with deep 
encounters with Christ. From 
these encounters I know I 
have been sent to share Him 
with others. STA facilitated 
the best environment to have 
an encounter with God, 
preparing us to be sent!” 

Thank you, Connor and Gabi, 
for the witness you share in 
your marriage and in your 
role as FOCUS missionaries!

Adoration on Campus



FINANCIAL REPORT  |  2021-22

*      As you may notice, we ended the fiscal year with a $94,064 surplus.  This is in part due to getting back to 
pre-pandemic operations but it is also due to your great generosity.  Increased giving and continued growth of 
the Supple Endowment is now allowing STA to implement plans for expansion - stay tuned for more details!
**    Fundraising revenue does not reflect the $65,520 that was donated directly to the Supple Endowment.
***  STA received $17,381 from the Lily Foundation.  This is the final year of this grant opportunity.  The 
remaining $9,000 in this category came from the Knights of Columbus.

total revenue
$366,179*

total expenses
$272,115

Endowment Income
$183,000

Annual Fund**
$149,078

Grant Revenue***
$26,381

Retreat & Event Fees
$7,720

Salaries & Benefits
$114,000

FOCUS
$73,000

Retreats 
& Trips
$19,538

Student Leadership & Events
$13,412

Administration & Fundraising
$52,165



Fiscal year end 2018-19:
$4,173,279

Fiscal year end 2021-22: 

$6,770,250
Wow! Generous donors made $543,000 in 
pledge payments and one-time gifts to the 
endowment in this last year!  Your support will 
leave a lasting legacy for future STA students.  
Thank you!

PERPETUAL GIVING THROUGH THE SUPPLE ENDOWMENT

Our work would not be possible without generous donors like 
yourself.  We have certainly been abundantly blessed this year.  
Thank you for your support!

Did 
you 
know?
You are a 
great “cloud of 
witnesses” for 
STA students!

4 6 24 6 2
individual donors

2 72 7
of our supporters are 

monthly givers

1 2 41 2 4
of our supporters gave 

more than one gift over the 
course of the year

Figures listed on these pages are for July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.

OUR PARTNERS IN MISSION

110 Parents of Current STA Students & 42 Parents of STA Alumni

249 STA Alumni

49 Friends of STA 

12 Iowa Parishes

This year, the Supple endowment took a hit in 
the current market (a $36K loss from $7.13M 
last year), but we know this will rebound 
in coming years.  We are thankful for our 
generous alumni, parents, and friends that 
continue to support our mission as we are 
in it for the long haul. Gifts are welcome to 
the endowment at any time.  To make a gift, 
contact Sue Winer (email sue@staparish.net 
or call 515-292-3810 x123).



Saint Thomas Aquinas Church and Catholic Student Center
2210 Lincoln Way  |  Ames, IA 50014

www.staparish.net

Interested in supporting the future 
of Campus Ministry at STA?  Consider 
leaving a planned gift through your will or 
estate plans that will ensure our mission 
and vision.  Help us realize our plan that 
will provide a place for the Cyclone Catholic 
Family to gather, transform, and be sent.  To 
discuss leaving a planned gift, please contact 
Sue Winer at (515) 292-3810 x123, or email 
sue@staparish.net.

THANK YOU!
We are grateful for you and everyone 
in our extraordinary community who made 
the STA community experience possible for 
our ISU students.  We may be on the ground 
doing the day-to-day ministry, but you 
provide the true blessings that allow us 
to do what we do.  

Final TNL in Spring 2022

New Student Retreat


