
     At Saint Thomas Aquinas Church  

and Catholic Student Center, we are: 

 

GATHERED in the Holy Spirit, a diverse and vibrant community, 

 

TRANSFORMED by Jesus Christ in the Catholic Tradition, and 

 

SENT to be the presence of God in Ames, Iowa State University, 

and the world. 

Monday, Dec. 12th
:  7:00 pm 

 

AT ST. CECILIA 
 

- Thursday, Dec. 15th:  7:00 pm 

 

WEEKEND MASSES 
  4:45 PM  Saturday 
  8:30 & 10:30 AM  Sunday 
  7:00 PM Sunday … when ISU classes on Monday 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASS 
  12:00 NOON   Monday - Friday 
  10:00 PM Thursday 
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
   8:00 - 9:00 PM   Thursday 
   3:30 PM Saturdays & by appointment 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
   8 AM - 5 PM   Monday—Friday 
   6 PM - 8:30 PM Monday—Thursday 
 
 

STUDENT CENTER 
Open 8 AM to Midnight … 7 days/week 

Building EARLY CLOSING  

during ISU Break 

The church & student center will close at 9:00 PM  

from December 17th —TO—  January 7TH  

NO 7:00 PM MASS 

during the ISU break 
(18th, 25th, & 1st) 

Sunday 7:00 PM Mass resumes Jan. 8TH 

Last Saturday morning, Bob Lehmann and Mike Dempsey clean 
the Story Wall , a project of the Buildings & Grounds committee.  
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Peer Ministry 2012/2013 Applications 
Deadline Tuesday, January 23rd  

Applications available on-line at <www.staparish.net/

campusministry> 

In the Student Lounge or 

Contact <misty@staparish.net>  
 

STA Apparel  
Pre-orders can be picked up after Masses this weekend 

OR if you missed the pre-order deadline, you can pur-

chase yours! 

Contact <misty@staparish.net> if you need a different time 

to get your items 

Make great Christmas Gifts! 
 

Small Group Next Semester 
Sign-up for a small group! 

On-line at <www.staparish.net/campusministry> starting 

December 10th 

After Masses this weekend on the Gathering Space Ta-

ble Or in the Student Lounge 

Space is limited 

Contact <misty@staparish.net> or Mariah 

<mlawler@iastate.edu> for more information 

The Christmas Tree and Live Poinsettias  
Enhance our worship space throughout the Christmas season 

until Epiphany.   

Please help keep them beautiful by volunteering to water. 

To sign up to help go to http://www.mysignup.com/

cjkerton@msn.com or call or email Joanne Kerton (515-292-

0463, cjkerton@msn.com)   

Please do not water the plants unless you have signed up to 

do so.  Overwatering is as damaging as under watering! 

 

Many parishioners have commented on the new clergy 

vestments—the dark green one we began using in October, 

and the purple one for Advent. A special thank-you is due 

to STA’s Knights of Columbus, who underwrote these 

acquisitions. We appreciate their generous support. 
 

We’re also grateful for the parishioner input on colors, 

styles, and material. Over the next two years or so, the plan 

is to add vestments for Lent, a festive piece for Easter and/

or Christmas, and probably a red vestment. Interested in 

offering input? Contact Todd at the parish office. 

Arts and Environment Committee  
Meets after the 10:30 mass on December 18th to prepare our 

worship space for Christmas.  

Contact Joanne Kerton (515-292-0463, cjkerton@msn.com) 

for more information.  

Families welcome. 

Campus Ministry Commission  needs Resident 

Parishioner Members! 
Do you like those college students—but don’t work on 

campus and want to find a way to be involved? 

Campus Ministry Commission oversees our campus ministry 

program and makes recommendations. 

Be a part of this group—currently meets 3rd Wednesday of 

the month, 5pm-6:30pm in the Memorial Union. 

Contact Zach Sobczak, zsobczak@iastate.edu. 

Weekly Communion to sick and homebound 
Once a week trained Ministers of Communion visit, pray 

with and bring communion to persons who are homebound. 
Each day of the week a trained minister of Communion from 

STA or St. Cecelia visits Catholics at Mary Greeley, prays 

with them and offers Holy Communion. 
When you or a family member enters the hospital, it is im-

portant that you give permission to have a 'clergy visit'.  Then 

when a communion minister comes to the hospital and re-

quests a list of Catholics, they are able to give us your name. 
Your presence in the hospital is known only to the minister of 

Communion or anyone you tell. 

It also helps if you call the parish office 292-3810. Questions 

or want more info contact S Lorraine 

Quiet Study Space at STA 
During Dead Week and Finals Week, make yourself at home 

at STA. 

Coffee, tea, hot chocolate and sometimes snacks in the stu-

dent lounge; pop machine in the basement. 

Individual and group study spaces in library, student lounge, 

lower lounge, and any classroom not scheduled for use. 

Please maintain quiet in sanctuary to allow for personal 

prayer and reflection. 

Food Drive for MICA Food Pantry 
Food collection begins this weekend and continues through 

Advent. 

This week, let’s focus on food staples that you use at home, 

as well as diapers, wipes and toiletries.  Thanks! 

Food and other non-perishables delivered to MICA weekly. 

Belonging LGBT Alliance Seminar 
In the Bethany and Newman rooms after 8:30 mass this 

weekend. 
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FAITH FORMATION 
Children/Youth 

Sun., Dec. 11 8:30-9:30am   Pre-K/Kindergarten Classes 

  10-11:15am   Pre-K/Kindergarten &  

    Gr. 1-5 Classes  

The fruits of Holy Communion:  

unity 
The Catechism, section 1396 relates a quote from Saint Augustine 

to emphasize the unity to which we are called by our participation 

in the Eucharist: 

 

If you are the body and members of Christ, then it is your 

sacrament that is placed on the table of the Lord; it is your 

sacrament that you receive. To that which you are you respond 

"Amen" ("yes, it is true!") and by responding to it you assent to it. 

For you hear the words, "the Body of Christ" and respond 

"Amen." Be then a member of the Body of Christ that your Amen 

may be true. 

Read about these topics and more  

in the December 11 issue of  “The Witness” 
 

 

Archdiocesan sites for celebrating the feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe 
 

Area billboard campaign focuses on welcoming immigrants 
 

President said to seek balance on contraceptive coverage, 

religious beliefs 
 

Order our archdiocesan newspaper ($25 for 1 year) by calling  

1-800-876-3546 or 563-588-0556. 

THE WITNESS 

Seventeenth-Century Lutheran  

Meditations and Hymns  
edited by Eric Lund 

 

This is the latest volume in the Classics of Western Spirituality 

series, located on the middle shelves in the library.  Lutheran 

hymns constituted some of the most notable examples of German 

poetry during the seventeenth century.  This selection reveals the 

full range of sentiments found within early Lutheranism. Many of 

these hymns continue to be used for Lutheran worship down to 

the present day.  Anyone interested in Lutheranism, popular piety, 

and the history of hymns will find this volume helpful.   

  

 Shelf list # 242/LUN/v.125 

 

 

It‘s Been a Great Flight  
by Father Everett Hemann 

 

It’s Been a Great Flight is a celebration of Father Everett He-

mann’s 40th Anniversary of Ordination. It is basically a picture 

book and since Father Ev was at St. Thomas Aquinas from 1993 

until 2009, many parishioners are included in the photos.    

 

Shelf list # BIO/HEM 

LIBRARY BOOK REVIEWS 

 

The Fullness of Time 
STA’s Advent Pageant 

 

CANCELLED 

NO Classes for Children/Youth 
Wed., Dec. 14, 2011 through Sun., Jan. 1, 2012 

 

First Classes After Christmas Break 
Wed., Jan. 4 7:15-8:30pm Gr. 9 and 10 ONLY 

     

Sun., Jan. 8 8:30-9:30am  Pre-K/Kndg 

  10-11:15am  Pre-K/Kndg, Gr. 1-5 

 

Wed., Jan. 11 5:45-7pm  Gr. 1-5 

  7:15-8:30pm  Gr. 6-10 

Looking for a meaningful gift idea for Christmas? 
Ask for or give a Christian Experience Weekend (CEW). The 

CEW weekend is an adult renewal experience offering partici-

pants a better understanding of old and new aspects of their Chris-

tian faith.  The 2012 weekends will be January 27-29 (Ankeny) 

and March 2-4 (Montour) for women and February 17-19 

(Ankeny) and February 24-26 (Montour) for men.  Brochures for 

both locations are available in the gathering space at STA and at 

www.olih.org/cew and http://www.sthenrychurch.com/

CEW.2012%20Brochure%20%28REVISED%29.pdf.   

ADULT RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES 

Catechists needed for Spring Semester, 2012 
Are middle school students your bailiwick?   Do you enjoy 

sharing your faith with others? Do you want to grow in your faith 

life? If you have answered "YES" to the above questions then 

being a grade 6 or 7 catechist at STA may be a ministry for you to 

explore! Class times are on Wednesday evenings, 7:15-8:30pm.  

For more information please contact DFF Kathy White at 292-

3810 or <kathy@staparish.net>. 
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Birthright 
108 Hayward Ave.   292-8414 
Pregnancy tests & Counseling 

free and confidential   
www.birthright.org 

Mass & Other Cancellations 
 

Please use your own good judgment about coming to Mass 

when the weather conditions are poor. With the exception 

of truly extraordinary conditions, weekend Masses will not 

be cancelled. But if the weather causes you serious concern 

(due to age, physical condition, driving conditions, etc.), 

please do not take any unnecessary chances.  Your safety is 

important. 

 

According to the Catechism: "The faithful are obliged to 

participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation [Sundays 

and holy days], unless excused for a serious reason..."; 

dangerous weather conditions would obviously qualify as a 

'serious reason'. 

 

Check the PARISH CALENDAR on the web page - 

staparish.net - first – cancellations (Masses and events) 

will be posted as soon as possible.  The message on the 

church phone will be changed if possible, but expect delays 

with a number of calls possibly coming in. 

 

FOR FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 
 

parents will receive information about class cancellation  by 

checking the following sources:  Television channel 8 

(KCCI) and/or channel 5 (ABC5), Radio station KASI, 

and the parish website calendar:  staparish.net.  If enough 

time is allowed, parents will also receive notice of class 

cancellations by e-mail. 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
DECORATING OUR CHURCH 

 

Envelopes, for Christmas flower 

memorials, are available at the Information 

Table in the Gathering Space (names of 

loved ones and donors will be printed in 

the bulletin after Christmas).   

 
 

ma n y  ma k e  s p e c i a l 

donations to the parish at year 

end.  
 

it may be in thanksgiving 

for the blessings received 

during the year OR it may be 

to take advantage of tax 

incentives. 
 

  if for the second reason, 

because IRS regulations are date sensitive, it is important 

for you to make this contribution on or before December 

31 if you plan to use  the donation for the 2011 tax year. 
 

The archdiocese of Dubuque 

has produced a full-color coffee 

table sized commemorative 

book featuring over 300 pages 

of the rich Catholic heritage of 

the Archdiocese of Dubuque on 

the occasion of the 175th 

anniversary of the archdiocese. 

 

History pages and photos of all 

p a r i s h e s  a n d  d i o c e s a n 

institutions are part of this lovely book.  Along with the coffee 

table book there is a color illustrated book for children depicting 

the history of the archdiocese.  A limited number of these will go 

on sale after December 12th.  

 

Sample copies will be in the student lounge & library for you to 

view. You can purchase copies ($35 & $5) from the parish office. 

Fair Trade Christmas Sale Thanks! 
Many thanks to all who made purchases during the Worldly 

Goods Sale! 

Each gift gives three times -- to the gift recipient, to the arti-

sans in developing countries, and to our neighbors receiving 

rent and utility assistance through our Love Your Neighbor 

Fund.  We hope to have final figures to share in next week's 

bulletin.  Until then, THANK YOU!  And thanks to Worldly 

Goods volunteers and STA Service and Justice Team mem-

bers for bringing Worldly Goods to STA. 

Gifts for Newborn’s Collection 
December 24th—January 8th, under the Christmas tree in the 

gathering space. 

Every year we collect new and gently used baby and toddler 

clothing (through 2T), toys, bottles and more. 

Gifts are given to Birthright to be distributed to needy moms. 

Please, no car seats unless they are new.  They are not al-

lowed to distribute used baby/toddler seats.  Everything else 

is great, though! 

Bring gifts wrapped or unwrapped, to place around the 

Christmas tree. 

Would you like to help deliver gifts in January?  Contact 

Shari, 515-509-6851 or shari@staparish.net to volunteer! 
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PARISH STAFF 

Pastor, Fr. Jon Seda ............................................ x13 

frjon@staparish.net  .......................... (h) 292-1192 
 

Associate Pastor, Fr. Jim Dubert……………... x 17     

   frjim@staparish.net  ..........................  (h) 337-1265 
 

Campus Ministry/Social Justice  

Shari Reilly ...................................................... x15 

shari@staparish.net .................... (c) 515-509-6851 
 

Campus Ministry, Misty Prater .......................... x14 

   misty@staparish.net                      (c)785-633-5206       
 

Liturgy & Music, Todd Flowerday  ................... x24 

todd@staparish.net .................... (c) 816-838-6579 
 

Business Manager, Bobby LeBlanc ................... x12 

bobby@staparish.net ...........................(c)708-2861  
 

Parish Life/RCIA  

Lorraine Schmaltz, PBVM............................... x16 

lorraine@staparish.net   
 

Development & Alumni, Kris Egan ................... x18 

kris@staparish.net   
 

Faith Formation, Kathy White ........................... x29 

kathy@staparish.net. ..........................(c) 451-3202  
 

Youth Ministry, Cynthia Sneller………...………...x30 

    cynthia@staparish.net 
 

Marriage Preparation, Brenda Neppel ................. x25 

brenda@staparish.net   

 

Don Alexander, Secretary .................................. x10 

                                                       don@staparish.net   

Barb Cockshoot, Secretary ................................. x11 

                                                      barb@staparish.net   

Net Larson, Financial Secretary ........................ x22 

                                                        net@staparish.net   

Anne Recker, Librarian...................................... x19 

                                                     anne@staparish.net 
 

Steve Borton .......................................... Maintenance 

Phoubane Phommasen ........................... Maintenance 

PEER MINISTERS 

2210 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50014 

 

515-292-3810 
                www.STAparish.net 

Nathan Bierl    Discipleship musician@iastate.edu      

Ryan McCleish    Discipleship  mccleish@iastate.edu         

Bekka Brown    Outreach   rbrown@iastate.edu      

Brittany Peterson    Spiritual Life  bpete@iastate.edu      

Kristin Kimm    Liturgy  kkimm@iastate.edu 
Mariah Lawler    Community Life  mariahlawler@gmail.com    

Patrick Sullivan    Community Life  pjs3791@iastate.edu           

Kassi Wheeler    Service & Justice  wheelerk@iastate.edu          

Erica Fischer    Hospitality  emfisch@iastate.edu 

Heidi Dittmer    Hospitality  hdittmer@iastate.edu           

Cassidy LeClaire    Communications  leclaire@iastate.edu  

Help with snow & ice is  
always appreciated— 
 

—before Masses OR even during the week.  
Snow shovels are available at the entrances and 
in the hospitality closet.  Clear the entrances, 
sidewalks and steps, north, east and south, and 
make it easer and safer for all to get in and out of 
the building.  If icy & slippery, sprinkle ice melt 
(found in hospitality closet) on sidewalks and 
stairs.  If you have any questions, check with Fr. 
Jon or Fr. Jim or Bobby LeBlanc, otherwise grab a 
snow shovel and help clear.   

Alternate Gift Market 
 

The 21st annual Ames Alternative Gift Market will be held at 

Wheatsfield Cooperative Grocery, 413 Northwestern Ave. 

on Saturday, December 10, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Give 

gifts of food, medicine, livestock, trees, or education. These 

gifts will be sent to areas with great needs around the world 

and here at home. There are 44 choices of international and  

national agencies, including 9 local agencies. When you 

purchase an alternative gift, you will receive a unique 

greeting card with an informational insert describing your 

gift.  These cards can be given to those on your list, creating 

a shared blessing for both the donor and the recipient.  Your 

gifts can change the world.   

 

At the Information Table in the Gathering Space are 

shopping lists and catalogs.  There are instructions on the 

lists that explain who to contact locally. Cards and inserts 

can be delivered to your home.  Also, you can place an order 

for international and national projects by calling Alternative 

Gifts International at 800-842-2243 or visit the web site at 

<www.alternativegifts.org>. 



5a 5b 

PARISH STAFF 

Pastor, Fr. Jon Seda ............................................ x13 

frjon@staparish.net  .......................... (h) 292-1192 
 

Associate Pastor, Fr. Jim Dubert……………... x 17     

   frjim@staparish.net  ..........................  (h) 337-1265 
 

Campus Ministry/Social Justice  

Shari Reilly ...................................................... x15 

shari@staparish.net .................... (c) 515-509-6851 
 

Campus Ministry, Misty Prater .......................... x14 

   misty@staparish.net                      (c)785-633-5206       
 

Liturgy & Music, Todd Flowerday  ................... x24 

todd@staparish.net .................... (c) 816-838-6579 
 

Business Manager, Bobby LeBlanc ................... x12 

bobby@staparish.net ...........................(c)708-2861  
 

Parish Life/RCIA  

Lorraine Schmaltz, PBVM............................... x16 

lorraine@staparish.net   
 

Development & Alumni, Kris Egan ................... x18 

kris@staparish.net   
 

Faith Formation, Kathy White ........................... x29 

kathy@staparish.net. ..........................(c) 451-3202  
 

Youth Ministry, Cynthia Sneller………...………...x30 

    cynthia@staparish.net 
 

Marriage Preparation, Brenda Neppel ................. x25 

brenda@staparish.net   

 

Don Alexander, Secretary .................................. x10 

                                                       don@staparish.net   

Barb Cockshoot, Secretary ................................. x11 

                                                      barb@staparish.net   

Net Larson, Financial Secretary ........................ x22 

                                                        net@staparish.net   

Anne Recker, Librarian...................................... x19 

                                                     anne@staparish.net 
 

Steve Borton .......................................... Maintenance 

Phoubane Phommasen ........................... Maintenance 

PEER MINISTERS 

2210 Lincoln Way 
Ames, Iowa  50014 

 

515-292-3810 
                www.STAparish.net 

Nathan Bierl    Discipleship musician@iastate.edu      

Ryan McCleish    Discipleship  mccleish@iastate.edu         

Bekka Brown    Outreach   rbrown@iastate.edu      

Brittany Peterson    Spiritual Life  bpete@iastate.edu      

Kristin Kimm    Liturgy  kkimm@iastate.edu 
Mariah Lawler    Community Life  mariahlawler@gmail.com    

Patrick Sullivan    Community Life  pjs3791@iastate.edu           

Kassi Wheeler    Service & Justice  wheelerk@iastate.edu          

Erica Fischer    Hospitality  emfisch@iastate.edu 

Heidi Dittmer    Hospitality  hdittmer@iastate.edu           

Cassidy LeClaire    Communications  leclaire@iastate.edu  

Help with snow & ice is  
always appreciated�²  
 
�² before Masses OR even during the week.  
Snow shovels are available at the entrances and 
in the hospitality closet.  Clear the entrances, 
sidewalks and steps, north, east and south, and 
make it easer and safer for all to get in and out of 
the building.  If icy & slippery, sprinkle ice melt 
(found in hospitality closet) on sidewalks and 
stairs.  If you have any questions, check with Fr. 
Jon or Fr. Jim or Bobby LeBlanc, otherwise grab a 
snow shovel and help clear.   

Alternate Gift Market 
 

The 21st annual Ames Alternative Gift Market will be held at 

Wheatsfield Cooperative Grocery, 413 Northwestern Ave. 

on Saturday, December 10, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Give 

gifts of food, medicine, livestock, trees, or education. These 

gifts will be sent to areas with great needs around the world 

and here at home. There are 44 choices of international and  

national agencies, including 9 local agencies. When you 

purchase an alternative gift, you will receive a unique 

greeting card with an informational insert describing your 

gift.  These cards can be given to those on your list, creating 

a shared blessing for both the donor and the recipient.  Your 

gifts can change the world.   

 

At the Information Table in the Gathering Space are 

shopping lists and catalogs.  There are instructions on the 

lists that explain who to contact locally. Cards and inserts 

can be delivered to your home.  Also, you can place an order 

for international and national projects by calling Alternative 

Gifts International at 800-842-2243 or visit the web site at 

<www.alternativegifts.org>. 


